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Mizoram celebrates 31st anniversary of Mizo peace accord

Janata Dal Leader V.P. Singh offering water to Ms. Lal Blak Diki, widow of former Mizoram chief
Minister Lal Denga when she and Mizoram National Front Leaders staged a day long dharna at
Jantar Mantar in New Delhi on June 30, 1994 to protest against non implementation of Mizo
accord. However, three decades after its signing, the accord has largely put an end to the era of
violence that once prevailed in the state.   | Photo Credit: PTI

The 31st anniversary of the signing of the historic Mizo peace accord between the Union
government and the erstwhile underground Mizo National Front (MNF) was celebrated today in
Mizoram.

All government offices and educational institutions remained closed as the day was declared a
public holiday.

Though no official function was organised by the state government, the opposition MNF organised
meetings in different parts of the state.

A press statement issued by the Peace Accord MNF Returnee Association (PAMRA) said that of
the 572 MNF cadre who came overground due to the accord, 150 have died till date.

The Mizo Accord was signed on June 30, 1986 ushering in an era of peace after 20 years of
violence and disturbance in the state.

Says BJP will campaign against corruption, law and order problems and lack of development work
in Himachal Pradesh

The process of holding the requisite Board Meetings and Shareholder Meetings has been
completed in phases in September 2017.

Ruben George is staying at Ram Nath Kovind’s house at Kalyanpur, near Kanpur
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Integration of oil & gas majors is best avoided

In his fourth budget speech, Finance minister Arun Jaitley revisited the idea of an integrated oil
and gas sector. The idea first made its appearance during Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s government in
1998. The proposal was then rejected for encouraging a monopolistic scenario in distribution of
essential goods like LPG, petrol, kerosene etc. In 2005, the Krishnamurthy committee formed by
the UPA government debunked the idea as it would reduce competition and manpower in the oil
and gas sector.

Why, then, did the idea of an integrated oil major surface again in 2017 even after being rejected
twice?

Five reasons

Mr. Jaitley stated five major reasons for the same: better capacity to bear higher risks, avail
economies of scale, create more shareholder value, make better investment decisions and be
more competent globally. From the table, it is apparent that Indian firms are much smaller in size
compared with top international oil companies. The Government’s track record of consolidating
state run firms has not borne good results. The aviation sector suffered a major setback following
the merger of Air India and India Airlines in 2007 and has not yet fully recovered. In oil and gas,
minimum political interference and liberalisation have proven better in creating more shareholder
value compared with integration. ONGC’s decision to bail out debt-ridden Gujarat State Petroleum
Corporation has been said to be the result of political interference. With oil firms facing such
allegations and inefficiencies, giving complete autonomy to one entity can risk the nation’s energy
security.

Another concern is employment generation. The graph shows that the sector has seen a
continuous decline in manpower since FY11. The Krishnamurthy Committee had earlier deduced
that such integration will result in manpower reduction. At a time when the government is
struggling with job creation, it will be difficult to justify job losses due to restructuring.

The ability of a company to take higher risks depends on the amount of capital it has. The
financials of all six major oil PSUs show that they have more than the minimum amount of capital
required. Size is also not the only factor that facilitates acquisition of offshore projects. Ireland’s
Tullow Oil, with a market cap of only $3.62 billion, has expanded in several countries by forming
consortia with local oil firms. Therefore, companies should focus on better strategy, techniques
and management practices to negate shortcomings of their size. The Indian oil market today has
hardly any competition and is dominated by IOCL, HPCL and BPCL. Curbing competition in the
past has already adversely affected the aviation and banking sectors.

So, any decision that creates a monopoly in the oil and gas sector must be carefully thought
through. An important question here is whether a bigger oil company will help achieve the aims
stated by Mr. Jaitley. Or, will it create new problems for the Indian people at large?

(The author is a BJD Member of Parliament and views are personal)

The service is available in Bengaluru, Kolkata and Chennai, operating 500 bicycles
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ADB, Centre ink pact for road revamp

Finance Minister Arun Jaitley with Takehiko Nakao, President, Asian Development Bank in a
meeting at North Block in New Delhi. File Photo. PTI  

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) and the Government of India on Monday signed a $220
million loan agreement meant to improve connectivity, transport efficiency, and safety on the State
highways of Rajasthan.

“The loan is the first tranche of the $500 million Rajasthan State Highways Investment Program,
approved by ADB Board in May this year, that will upgrade about 2,000 km of State highways and
major district roads to two-lane or intermediate-lane standards to meet road safety requirements,”
the government said in a release.

“The first tranche loan will improve about 1,000 km of State highways and major district roads,” the
release added.

“But for the medium term, we see a very solid track ahead for the Indian economy,” Lagarde said
to a question on India.
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AFSPA may be partially lifted in Assam, parts of Arunachal Pradesh

THE ARMED Forces (Special Powers) Act may soon be partially withdrawn from parts of Assam
and Arunachal Pradesh, with the Home Ministry asking the two BJP-ruled states to review the
situation in areas under AFSPA and prepare recommendations for the Centre to examine in
consultation with the Army, said officials. While the entire state of Assam has been under AFSPA
for the last 27 years, three districts of Arunachal bordering Assam and 16 other police station limits
in the state are currently under the Act.

Speaking to The Indian Express, a senior Home Ministry official said, "We want people in these
states to lead a normal life, considering that the situation in both states have improved. A major
insurgent group of the Northeast, United Liberation Front of Assam, is in peace talks with the
government while smaller groups have been neutralised. A relook is required to see if the Act can
be partially lifted in some areas."

Officials said the notification extending AFSPA in Assam and Arunachal is issued every six
months after a review. "Recently, we reduced this duration to three months and will see if it can be
withdrawn completely from certain areas. For the time being, the proposal is only for the two states
but we are also looking at a similar solution in Manipur," said the official.

Earlier, the BJP had been against the withdrawal of AFSPA, saying that it could help extremists.

In May, the Home Ministry extended AFSPA for three more months in Assam. In the same month,
the ministry issued a fresh notification to continue AFSPA in Arunachal for three months, until
August 8. The notification stated that the three border districts of Arunachal were being used by
militants of the National Democratic Front of Bodoland (NDFB) to escape to Myanmar and that 25
incidents of violence were reported here from September 2016 to February 2017.

The Act is also in force in Nagaland, Manipur (except the Imphal municipal area), parts of
Meghalaya bordering Assam, and J&K.

The controversial Act, which has given rise to several allegations of rights violations, empowers
the Army and central forces deployed in "disturbed areas" to "shoot to kill" and arrest any suspect
without a warrant. It was imposed in Punjab during the militancy before being withdrawn in 1997,
and in Tripura from 1997 to 2015.

"The Army is of the view that if state governments require its presence, it will have to be given
powers under AFSPA. Once the Army is withdrawn, the states will be required to deploy their own
forces. These local forces can be supplemented with central paramilitary, which will work under
the Indian Penal Code instead of AFSPA," said another senior official.

The official said that the Army has already been removed from operational roles in some areas of
these two states and replaced by the paramilitary.

One of the primary reasons cited by the Centre for imposing AFSPA in Arunachal's Tirap,
Changlang and Longding, all bordering Assam, and 16 police station limits was alleged extortion
and killing of security forces by the National Socialist Council of Nagaland (Isak-Muivah) and
NSCN-K in these areas.

While the NSCN-IM signed a framework agreement with the government, the NSCN-K's
capabilities have been depleted after the death of its leader S S Khaplang, said officials.
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Drug-resistant TB higher among children than expected: report

While detection of tuberculosis (TB) in children remains a challenge, it has now emerged that
Multi-Drug Resistant (MDR) TB is higher among children than expected. This has been described
as a “worrying trend” by the Union Health Ministry.

As many as 5,500 of over 76,000 children tested in nine cities have been diagnosed with TB. Nine
per cent of these paediatric TB cases have been diagnosed to have MDR TB, according to the
Foundation for Innovative New Diagnostics (FIND) that conducted the tests in collaboration with
the Central TB Division under the Revised National TB Control Programme (RNTCP).

FIND initially started a unique initiative for diagnosing paediatric TB in four cities of Delhi, Chennai,
Hyderabad and Kolkata from April 2014 with funding from the United States Agency for
International Development (USAID). It has now scaled up the project to include additional five
cities —Nagpur, Surat, Visakhapatnam, Bengaluru and Guwahati. The project will start in Indore
next week. The aim of the project is to provide rapid access to quality TB diagnosis for all
presumptive paediatric TB patients in the project intervention areas.

Sunil D Khaparde, Deputy Director General (TB) and Head of the Central TB Division, told The
Hindu on Tuesday that the RNTCP is committed to providing increasing access to quality TB
diagnostics for the paediatric population. In 2016, the proportion of children among new TB
patients reported was 6%. Absence of appropriate samples coupled with decentralised capacity to
get good samples from children to test for TB remains a challenge in paediatric TB case detection,
he said.

Admitting that paediatric MDR-TB cases had not been documented so far, he said children were
more prone to primary MDR infection as they were in close contact with their parents and
grandparents, who would have been infected.

“A considerable number of the 9% diagnosed to have MDR-TB are primary infections. This is a
worrying factor,” said Dr. Khaparde, who is also the Project Director of RNTCP.

“FIND’s collaboration with RNTCP is to enable rapid linkage to treatment with an overall aim of
improving clinical outcomes in this vulnerable (paediatric) population. As of now the project is in
nine cities and based on the success we will extend it to other cities,” he said.

According to Sanjay Sarin, who heads FIND, India, TB diagnosis in children is complicated due to
challenges associated with sample collection and poor sensitivity of tests like the Acid fast bacilli
(AFB) smear. FIND, through this project, has collaborated with the Central TB Division to improve
access to more sensitive diagnostic tools like the GeneXpert in the paediatric population, he said.

Free test

The project was initially started to assess the feasibility of roll out of GeneXpert MTB/RIF, a
cartridge-based test used with an automated molecular diagnostic platform that enables the
diagnosis of TB and some drug-resistant TB (DR-TB) in less than two hours.

The focus was on testing various types of paediatric specimens in routine programmatic settings.

According to Debadutta Parija, Medical Officer, FIND, GeneXpert labs have been established
within the reference labs of RNTCP in each of the project cities, catering to patients in both the
public and private sectors.
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GeneXpert MTB/RIF testing was performed free of cost for all presumptive paediatric TB and
drug-resistant TB patients (aged under 15 years).

FIND’s Project Coordinator (Paediatric) Aakshi Kalra said both sputum and non-sputum
specimens are being tested using GeneXpert except stool, urine and blood. This is as per the
World Health Organisation (WHO) recommendations, Dr. Kalra said.

Lifestyle-related risk factors are being cited, compounded by an inadequate number of treatment
centres in the region

Without policies to stop the worrying spread of antimicrobial resistance, the mortality rate could be
disturbing
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China: Beijing’s Bhutan gambit: Here’s how to contain China
By Abhijit Iyer-Mitra

The recent skirmishes with China near the Bhutan border bring home one thing loud and clear: the
danger is clear and present. The question is: how do we defuse this, and what options does India
have on the table?

The recent spate of deliberate incursions — and let us be clear about it that these are planned in
Beijing — seems to have had multiple triggers and multiple desirables. All Chinese actions
invariably are multi-causal.

In conjunction with ongoing provocations by China in the South China Sea, the first message is
clearly aimed at the United States to show that China can activate multiple fronts to make
Washington’s life miserable and bog it down in many theatres of action. More importantly, this also
demonstrates that the US’s regional allies are security lightweights, and that the benefits they
bring are outweighed by the security baggage they lug along.

The second is aimed at India — the message that any closer proximity with the US comes with
consequences, and should those consequences escalate militarily, there is very little that the US
can realistically do to help India. The third message is also to India — and it has to do with India’s
furious rejection of the ‘One Belt One Road’ ( Obor) initiative — something President Xi has
associated his personal prestige with and the rejection of which he seems to have taken quite
personally as well. The final message is to Bhutan. To Bhutanese policymakers, it is to
demonstrate the limits of Indian help.

After all, will India risk Gangtok, Itanagar or, for that matter, Delhi, for Thimpu, if push comes to
shove? Clearly then, one of the desired tangibles of the latest Chinese action is to co-opt Bhutan
into joining Obor and pave the way for formal bilateral relations between the two, reducing, if not
jettisoning, India’s vice-regency. So what can India do? The response has to be divided in two: the
tactical talking down of China, and the strategic containment of China. The tactical involves
appeasing China to some degree and assuaging Xi by pursuing the Bangladesh-China-India-
Myanmar (BCIM) Forum for Regional Cooperation vigorously.

This enables Xi to portray this initiative as a subset of Obor for the purposes of the 19th Congress
of Communist Party of China later this year, and in so doing ‘save face’. India, too, saves face by
not joining Obor, while ignoring the domestic messaging in China of BCIM being ‘Obor-minus’. The
strategic containment borrows from a US Cold War template. The closest point between the US
and the Soviet Union was in the Bering Straits, where the two were separated by a mere 90 km.
Yet, the US kept the Soviet Union bogged down in Europe, seldom — if at all — paying attention
to the straits.

In the Indian iteration, India needs to turn the South China Sea into the Fulda Gap and the
Himalayas into the Bering Straits. India’s fear has always been ‘What if China does the same in
the Indian Ocean’? This is where our policymakers have a clear decision to make and cannot
afford to dither.

Do we continue to invest in an obsolete Army facing what is literally an uphill battle, and indulge
the Navy’s power projection fantasies? Or do we focus on the problem at hand, cut the Army,
focus on the Air Force, and force our Navy into a sea denial posture in a domain where we enjoy
an overwhelming advantage? The path ahead seems quite clear. The question is will Delhi choose
it.
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(The writer is Senior fellow at the Institute of Peace & Conflict Studies)
By Abhijit Iyer-Mitra

The recent skirmishes with China near the Bhutan border bring home one thing loud and clear: the
danger is clear and present. The question is: how do we defuse this, and what options does India
have on the table?

The recent spate of deliberate incursions — and let us be clear about it that these are planned in
Beijing — seems to have had multiple triggers and multiple desirables. All Chinese actions
invariably are multi-causal.

In conjunction with ongoing provocations by China in the South China Sea, the first message is
clearly aimed at the United States to show that China can activate multiple fronts to make
Washington’s life miserable and bog it down in many theatres of action. More importantly, this also
demonstrates that the US’s regional allies are security lightweights, and that the benefits they
bring are outweighed by the security baggage they lug along.

The second is aimed at India — the message that any closer proximity with the US comes with
consequences, and should those consequences escalate militarily, there is very little that the US
can realistically do to help India. The third message is also to India — and it has to do with India’s
furious rejection of the ‘One Belt One Road’ ( Obor) initiative — something President Xi has
associated his personal prestige with and the rejection of which he seems to have taken quite
personally as well. The final message is to Bhutan. To Bhutanese policymakers, it is to
demonstrate the limits of Indian help.

After all, will India risk Gangtok, Itanagar or, for that matter, Delhi, for Thimpu, if push comes to
shove? Clearly then, one of the desired tangibles of the latest Chinese action is to co-opt Bhutan
into joining Obor and pave the way for formal bilateral relations between the two, reducing, if not
jettisoning, India’s vice-regency. So what can India do? The response has to be divided in two: the
tactical talking down of China, and the strategic containment of China. The tactical involves
appeasing China to some degree and assuaging Xi by pursuing the Bangladesh-China-India-
Myanmar (BCIM) Forum for Regional Cooperation vigorously.

This enables Xi to portray this initiative as a subset of Obor for the purposes of the 19th Congress
of Communist Party of China later this year, and in so doing ‘save face’. India, too, saves face by
not joining Obor, while ignoring the domestic messaging in China of BCIM being ‘Obor-minus’. The
strategic containment borrows from a US Cold War template. The closest point between the US
and the Soviet Union was in the Bering Straits, where the two were separated by a mere 90 km.
Yet, the US kept the Soviet Union bogged down in Europe, seldom — if at all — paying attention
to the straits.

In the Indian iteration, India needs to turn the South China Sea into the Fulda Gap and the
Himalayas into the Bering Straits. India’s fear has always been ‘What if China does the same in
the Indian Ocean’? This is where our policymakers have a clear decision to make and cannot
afford to dither.

Do we continue to invest in an obsolete Army facing what is literally an uphill battle, and indulge
the Navy’s power projection fantasies? Or do we focus on the problem at hand, cut the Army,
focus on the Air Force, and force our Navy into a sea denial posture in a domain where we enjoy
an overwhelming advantage? The path ahead seems quite clear. The question is will Delhi choose
it.

(The writer is Senior fellow at the Institute of Peace & Conflict Studies)
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“JIGYASA” - Student-Scientist connect programme launched
“JIGYASA” - Student-Scientist connect programme launched

Signing of MoU between CSIR & KVS

Student-Scientist connect programme “JIGYASA”.

1151 Kendriya Vidyalayas connect with 38 CSIR Laboratories targeting one lakh students
and nearly 1000 teachers annually

Jigyasa, a student- scientist connect programme was officially launched in the national capital
today. Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR), has joined hands with Kendriya
Vidyalaya Sangathan (KVS) to implement this programme. The focus is on connecting school
students and scientists so as to extend student’s classroom learning with that of a very well
planned research laboratory based learning.

Memorandum of Understanding signing ceremony was held in the presence of Dr. Harsh Vardhan,
Minister of Science & Technology, Earth Sciences, Environment, Forests and Climate Change and
Shri Prakash Javadekar, Minister of Human Resource Development.

Addressing the gathering, the Minister for Science & Technology, Dr Harshvardhan said, that the
Jigyasa programme was inspired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s vision of a new India and
“Scientific Social Responsibility (SSR)” of scientific community and institutions. It is a historic day
when two ministries are collaborating on the Youth who are the future of the nation. The day also
coincides with the birthday of Shri Shyama Prasad Mukherjee who is an inspirational figure and a
role model for all Indians.

Speaking on the occasion, Union Minister of Human Resource Development Shri Prakash
Javadekar said that “to inculcate scientific temper among the students we have to make them
aware about the impact of science on the society. Science has played a very important role in
changing our lives”. Thanking Dr Harshvardhan and CSIR, Shri Javadekar further said that access
to these premier institutions is only the beginning. CSIR will also talent hunt among the visiting
students for furthering the cause of scientific development. The Minister also informed that he will
personally review the status periodically.

CSIR has been contributing for several decades for socio-economic development in the country.  It
has been through development and deployment of knowledge base focused at Technology and
Innovation. CSIR has also been playing a key role in human resource development, in particular
training of the young researchers through Ph. D. programmes in diverse fields. 

The “JIGYASA” would inculcate the culture of inquisitiveness on one hand and scientific temper on
the other, amongst the school students and their teachers. The Programme is expected to connect
1151 Kendriya Vidyalayas with 38 National Laboratories of CSIR targeting 100,000 students and
nearly 1000 teachers annually.

The program will also enable the students and teachers to practically live the theoretical concepts
taught in science by visiting CSIR laboratories and by participating in mini-science projects. The
model of engagement includes:

•         Student Residential Programmes;

•         Scientists as Teachers and Teachers as Scientists;



crackIAS.com

crackIAS.com

•         Lab specific activities / Onsite Experiments;

•         Visits of Scientists to Schools/Outreach Programmes;

•         Science and Maths Clubs;

•         Popular Lecture Series/ demonstration programme at Schools;

•         Student Apprenticeship Programmes;

•         Science Exhibitions;

•         Projects of National Children’s Science Congress;

•         Teacher Workshops; and

•         Tinkering Laboratories.

“JIGYASA” is one of the major initiative taken up by CSIR at national level, during its Platinum
Jubilee Celebration Year.  CSIR is widening and deepening its Scientific Social Responsibility
further with the programme.

 

*****

RDS/AK/RV
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Bird flu: India declares itself free from Bird Flu
NEW DELHI: India has declared itself free from Bird Flu (highly pathogenic Avian Influenza - H5N1
and H5N8) and notified it to the World Organisation for Animal Health. The move will help it
resume export of poultry products to the countries which had banned trade in such items early this
year.

India had reported outbreaks of Avian Influenza at various epicentres in Delhi, Gwalior (Madhya
Pradesh), Rajpura (Punjab), Hissar (Haryana), Bellary (Karnataka), Allappuzha and Kottayam
(Kerala), Ahmedabad (Gujarat), Daman (Daman) and Khordha and Angul in Odisha during
October 2016 to February 2017.

"India has declared itself free from Avian Influenza (H5N8 and H5N1) from June 6, 2017 and
notified the same to the World Organisation for Animal Health", said the Union agriculture ministry
in a statement on Thursday.

The countries which banned Indian poultry products, include United Arab Emirates (UAE) and
Hong Kong.

The ministry said that all the outbreaks of Avian Influenza were notified to the world body and the
control and containment operations were carried out as per the action plan on preparedness,
control and containment.

"Surveillance was carried out throughout the country and around the areas of the outbreaks since
completion of the operation (including culling, disinfection and clean-up). Surveillance in the states
showed no evidence of presence of Avian Influenza virus", said the ministry while justifying its
action.

The World Organisation for Animal Health is recognised as a reference body by the World Trade
Organization. It has 181 countries as its members. This global body keeps tab on animal health
issues and advises countries on best practices to be followed during such outbreaks.

This organisation also supports countries to help them control animal diseases that cause
livestock losses and pose a risk to public health. Under its norms, ban can be lifted after 90 days
of surveillance.

Though many West Asian countries have already lifted the ban to import from India, the remaining
ones are expected to open their markets after the latest notification to the world body.

India is, at present, the world's fifth largest egg producer and the 18th largest producer of broilers.
In terms of export from India, poultry products recorded 18% growth during the 2015-16 financial
year over the same period of 2014-15.

The country had exported over 6,59,304 metric tonne of poultry products worth Rs 768.72 crore
during 2015-16. The major importing countries of these products were Oman, USA, Saudi Arabia,
Japan, UAE and Germany.
END
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GST may dampen gold demand: WGC

Losing sheen: A move to ban cash transactions more than 2,00,000 from April 1 may hurt gold
demand in rural areas.  

A hike in taxes on gold sales in India could pressure short-term demand from the world’s No.2
consumer of the metal, the World Gold Council (WGC) said in a report.

Faltering appetite in a country where gold is used in everything from investment to wedding gifts
could drag further on global prices, already trading near their lowest level in 7-weeks.

“In the short-term at least, we believe (the tax) may pose challenges for the industry. Small-scale
artisans and retailers with varying degrees of tax compliance may struggle to adapt,” the WGC
said in a report published on Thursday.

As part of a new nationwide sales tax regime that kicked in on July 1, the Goods and Services Tax
(GST) on gold has jumped to 3% from 1.2% previously.

Smuggled gold

There have been fears the tax increase could stoke under-the-counter buying and drive up
appetite for precious metal smuggled into India, where millions of people store chunks of their
wealth in bullion and jewellery.

Meanwhile, the WGC also said a government move to ban cash transactions more than 200,000
($3,090) from April 1 could hurt gold demand in rural areas where farmers often purchase the
metal using cash. Two-thirds of gold demand comes from rural areas.

“(The transactions rule’s) potential impact isn’t entirely clear: it could curb gold purchases; it could
encourage gold shoppers to buy smaller amounts of gold spread over more transactions; or it
could push a large part of demand underground and encourage a black market in gold,” said the
WGC.

The group kept its demand estimate for India at 650 to 750 tonnes for 2017, well below average
annual demand of 846 tonnes in the past five years.

“But for the medium term, we see a very solid track ahead for the Indian economy,” Lagarde said
to a question on India.
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No-detention policy in school may be scrapped from next academic year: Union minister

The no-detention policy might be scrapped from the next academic year as the policy has
negatively impacted affected quality of basic education in the country, Union minister of state for
human resources development Mahendra Nath Pandey said on Thursday.

“Many states have expressed worry over declining education quality due to the no-detention policy
and supported to remove it. Eyeing this, a decision has been made where the Centre approved
that the no-detention policy can be uprooted from the next academic year,” Pandey told the media
at the BJP headquarters in Agartala.

The minister said the state governments will decide if they want to continue with the policy or
remove it.

Under the Right to Education (RTE) Act, 2009, no child admitted in a school will be held back in
any class or expelled till the completion of elementary education covering classes 1 to 8.

“There has been a unanimous decision of withdrawing the no-detention policy from the Right to
Education Act 2009,” the minister said.

He said Prime Minister Narendra Modi has decided to transform 20 universities of the country into
world class ones and the ministry was working in this direction.

During his two-day visit, Pandey visited the Sanskrit Institute and the National Institute of
Technology. He also assured to extend support for upgradation of the engineering institute.

Pandey also expressed pleasure over growing popularity of the BJP in the Left-ruled state. “I hope
BJP will be the new parivartan (change) in Tripura in the 2018 assembly election,” he said.

(With PTI inputs)

END

Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

www.economictimes.indiatimes.com 2017-7-7

crop insurance scheme: SC gives government six months to show results of PM's crop insurance
scheme
NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court on Thursday gave the central government six months time to
demonstrate the gains of Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana on the ground level as it observed
that a serious issue like this could not be dealt with overnight.

The bench of Chief Justice Jagdish Singh Khehar and Justice D.Y.Chandrachud said: "We are of
the view that a serious issue like this can't be dealt with overnight, it will take time to implement it
(PMFBY)."

The top court gave six months as Attorney General K.K.Venugopal sought a year's time to see the
gains of the scheme.

Urging the court to close the matter, he said: "Why should the court interfere when government is
doing all to help the farmers."

He said the scheme that was launched just a year ago has covered 5.3 crore farmers, or 40 per
cent of the country's 12 crore farmers and covered 30% of the total crop area in the country.

However, Chief Justice Khehar refused his demand, saying: "We are not going to close the
matter."

"Whatever needs to be done has to be done, not on paper. We are not going to close. We are
keeping ourself in the loop to know what is going on. You may be doing a good thing."

Pointing out that inability to pay loans was the major cause of farmers suicide in the country, Chief
Justice Khehar said: "Inability to pay the loans is the major cause of farmers' suicide. If all of them
have been covered, then how can you say that only 40 per cent have been covered?"

At the outset of the hearing, Chief Justice Khehar called for some alternatives to address the
farmers woes observing that paying compensation to the famers was no solution.

"Don't worry about the directions, tell us what are you doing (to address the issue of farmers
suicide)," the bench said as Attorney General referred to earlier directions issued by the court.

Suggesting an insurance policy with low premium, the bench said that there must be something to
soften the impact if a farmer was not able to discharge his loan liabilities.

Asking Venugopal to tell what the government was doing and how it was doing, the bench said:
"First you decide what you are taking from the farmers. Rest will be divided between you and the
states."

Appreciating the crop insurance policy, senior counsel Colin Gonsalves appearing for the
petitioner NGO Citizens Resource and Action and Initiative (CRANTI) said that the Madhya
Pradesh and other state governments were not fixing minimum support prices and as a
consequence, the farmers were selling their agriculture produces at throw away prices.

Rejecting the government's description of the NGO's suggestions as something in the "in air", he
said that they were based on the expert reports including one by noted agriculture scientist M.S.
Swaminathan.

CRANTI is seeking compensation to the families of the debt-ridden farmers who had committed
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suicide because of serious financial difficulties.
NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court on Thursday gave the central government six months time to
demonstrate the gains of Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana on the ground level as it observed
that a serious issue like this could not be dealt with overnight.

The bench of Chief Justice Jagdish Singh Khehar and Justice D.Y.Chandrachud said: "We are of
the view that a serious issue like this can't be dealt with overnight, it will take time to implement it
(PMFBY)."

The top court gave six months as Attorney General K.K.Venugopal sought a year's time to see the
gains of the scheme.

Urging the court to close the matter, he said: "Why should the court interfere when government is
doing all to help the farmers."

He said the scheme that was launched just a year ago has covered 5.3 crore farmers, or 40 per
cent of the country's 12 crore farmers and covered 30% of the total crop area in the country.

However, Chief Justice Khehar refused his demand, saying: "We are not going to close the
matter."

"Whatever needs to be done has to be done, not on paper. We are not going to close. We are
keeping ourself in the loop to know what is going on. You may be doing a good thing."

Pointing out that inability to pay loans was the major cause of farmers suicide in the country, Chief
Justice Khehar said: "Inability to pay the loans is the major cause of farmers' suicide. If all of them
have been covered, then how can you say that only 40 per cent have been covered?"

At the outset of the hearing, Chief Justice Khehar called for some alternatives to address the
farmers woes observing that paying compensation to the famers was no solution.

"Don't worry about the directions, tell us what are you doing (to address the issue of farmers
suicide)," the bench said as Attorney General referred to earlier directions issued by the court.

Suggesting an insurance policy with low premium, the bench said that there must be something to
soften the impact if a farmer was not able to discharge his loan liabilities.

Asking Venugopal to tell what the government was doing and how it was doing, the bench said:
"First you decide what you are taking from the farmers. Rest will be divided between you and the
states."

Appreciating the crop insurance policy, senior counsel Colin Gonsalves appearing for the
petitioner NGO Citizens Resource and Action and Initiative (CRANTI) said that the Madhya
Pradesh and other state governments were not fixing minimum support prices and as a
consequence, the farmers were selling their agriculture produces at throw away prices.

Rejecting the government's description of the NGO's suggestions as something in the "in air", he
said that they were based on the expert reports including one by noted agriculture scientist M.S.
Swaminathan.

CRANTI is seeking compensation to the families of the debt-ridden farmers who had committed
suicide because of serious financial difficulties.
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Minister of Food Processing Industry laid foundation stone for First Maize Based Mega Food Park
in Kapurthala, Punjab
Minister of Food Processing Industry laid foundation stone for First Maize Based Mega
Food Park in Kapurthala, Punjab

Shri Harsimrat Kaur Badal, Union Minister of Food Processing Industry laid the foundation stone
for First Maize based Mega Food Park in Kapurthala, Punjab today. Sadhvi Niranjan Jyoti, Minister
of State for Food Processing was also present on the occasion.
 
Speaking on the occasion Shri Harsimrat Kaur Badal said that Maize is an amazing cereal and is
an alternate to Jhona (paddy) and Kanak (wheat). Maize is rich in protein, provides nutritional
requirements that India needs and Maize consumes much lesser water and could contain the
problem of further water depletion. The Mega Food Park is being developed by Sukhjit Mega Food
park & Infra Limited at village Rehana Jattan, Phagwara, District Kapurthala, Punjab.  She also
said that Kapurthala has been declared as a Dark Zone district where slow desertification is
happening because of overexploitation of water due to cash crops. So establishment of this Mega
Food Park was not allowed. Since this would be a maize based Mega Food Park which will
promote crop diversification and water conservation, Smt Harsimrat Kaur Badal informed that her
ministry made special efforts to get this Mega Food Park approved from Ministry of Water
Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation. Establishment of this Mega Food Park
will result in the development of this Dark Zone which includes Job opportunities, Environmental
Conservation, she added.
 
Smt Harsimrat Kaur Badal also said that there is an urgent need to turn to Maize and our
government would relentlessly work to make Maize as the third viable staple crop of Punjab after
Wheat and Rice and growing of maize with enhanced quality of seeds. A Maize based Food Park
is like putting an engine to the cart so that cultivation of maize grows leaps and bounds.
Highlighting the new flagship scheme “KISAN SAMPADA YOJANA”, Minister of Food Processing
Industries said that with the aim of making every farmer a Food Processor also, this scheme has
been designed where farmers can also set up big or small food processing units and marketing
units. She also said that enterprises willing to set up maize based food processing units in Sukhjit
Mega Food Park would get loan from NABARD at affordable rates. She also thanked the state
government for extending support for the establishment of the Mega Food Park.
 
 
Background:
Maize Based Mega Food Park is the first major and serious step in the history of India for
containing the desertification problem of Punjab and would make farmers turn to maize cultivation
which need less water for more production. Maize is being used by different industries for seed,
starch, brewery, food additives, sweeteners etc and it is also a basic raw material to thousands of
industrial products like oil, proteins, pharmaceutical, cosmetics, beverages, film, textile, gum, value
added foods, paper industries, bio-ethanol etc.
 
The Mega Food Park will leverage an additional investment of about Rs.250 crores in 25-30 food
processing units in the park and generate turnover of Rs.450-500 crores annually. The Park will
provide direct and indirect employment to 5,000 persons and benefit about 25,000 farmers.
 
Set up in an area of 55 acres, the first Maize based Park is being built with an investment of Rs.
123.7 crores with a grant of Rs.50 crores by Union Food Processing Industries Ministry to have
Multipurpose Cold Storage of 3, 000 Metric tonnes, Individually Quick Frozen (IQF) and Deep
Freezer 1 Metric Tonne/Hour capacity, Sorting and Grading Yard of 2,000 sqm and Food Testing
Lab.  In addition to that promoter is also set up an Anchor Unit with an investment of Rs.105 crores
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for Maize Processing with an installed grinding capacity of 500 Metric Tonnes a day.
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Scheme for IPR Awareness – Creative India; Innovative India
Scheme for IPR Awareness – Creative India; Innovative India

Taking forward the National Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) Policy 2016, a ‘Scheme for IPR
Awareness – Creative India; Innovative India’ has been launched by Cell for IPR Promotion and
Management (CIPAM) under the aegis of the Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion.

 

The Scheme aims at raising IPR awareness amongst students, youth, authors, artists, budding
inventors and professionals to inspire them to create, innovate and protect their creations and
inventions across India including Tier 1, Tier 2, Tier 3 cities as well as rural areas in the next 3
years.

 

The Scheme for IPR Awareness aims to conduct over 4000 IPR awareness workshops/seminars
in academic institutions (schools and colleges) and the industry ,including MSMEs and Startups,
as also IP training and sensitization programmes for enforcement agencies and the judiciary.

 

Workshops will cover all vital IP topics including international filing procedures, promotion of
Geographical Indications and highlighting the ill effects of piracy and counterfeiting.

 

The Scheme for IPR Awareness would be implemented through partner organizations to promote
innovation and entrepreneurship, for which complete details can be viewed at
http://dipp.nic.in/whats-new/scheme-ipr-awareness.

 

MJPS
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What is Swayam?

President Pranab Mukherjee launched the Swayam and Swayam Prabha platforms to facilitate
imparting education to all. The Swayam program offers digital classrooms with the help of internet
and satellite connectivity to the remotest corners in the country. Swayam is essentially a portal
which has been formulated as a solution to the problem of difficult access to physical educational
infrastructure and teachers along with study material and textbooks. Swayam will provide online
study material to students free of cost and the courses will be taught via digital classrooms.

The program of Human Resource Development Ministry spells out as Study Webs of Active-
Learning for Young Aspiring Minds (SWAYAM). It offers courses ranging into hundreds and they
are those which are taught at school, college and university level. The program will also likely rope
in foreign teachers for some courses.

Furthermore, it can easily be integrated into one’s formal traditional education. The system allows
the transfer of credits that a college student earns from a course directly into their academic
records. It also provides courses of vocational nature and also for those who want to study while
continuing with their jobs. All courses are free in Swayam and the fee is only for issuing of a
certificate.

In the initial phase, courses will be offered by IITs Bombay, Madras, Kanpur, Guwahati, Delhi,
IGNOU, University of Delhi, Jawahar Lal Nehru University, IIM Bangalore, IIM Calcutta, Indian
Institute of Science, NCERT etc. The courses offered are from school to post-graduate level.

The broad categories of courses offered are engineering, management, science, arts and
recreation, mathematics, languages, general studies, humanities, library sciences, energy,
sustainable development, social science etc. The government expects at least 1 crore students to
enroll in the initial 2-3 years.

The program also provides certification. If a student wants to get certification for course studies,
one needs to register for it and the certification process will be carried out after the completion of
the course. The certificate will be provided for a "nominal fee" as per the Swayam website.

The program takes digital education and satellite technology to a new paradigm in the country.
Students across the country will be able to make use of the service and any queries that they have
will apparently be clarified in real time to maintain a classroom-like environment.

The program will make available quality teachers to pupils and multi-language study material
including in regional languages to get them started quickly. The program is of a Massive Open
Online Learning format and seeks to provide the best teachers for students across the country
with ICT solutions to bridge the gap between urban and rural education.

A total 32 Swayam Prabha DTH channels launched along Swayam portal seek to help students
living in remote areas who don’t have proper connectivity to IT services.
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22nd WPC 2017 - About

Turkey has won the bid to host the 22nd World Petroleum Congress (WPC) in 2017, widely
recognized as the `Olympics` of the oil and gas industry. 

"This time – Istanbul!” was the motto for the Turkish delegation as they faced the USA with
Houston, Kazakhstan with Astana and Denmark with Copenhagen in the election to host the
22nd World Petroleum Congress in 2017. In a tightly run competition, Istanbul won the right to
host the prestigious Congress with 55% of the votes in the third round against its strongest rival
Houston with 45%. Turkey participated the Council meeting in Calgary, where the elections were
held, with students, experts, Turkish National Committee and the government delegation, including
the Deputy Energy Minister of Turkey.

All candidates had been conducting an extensive lobbying campaign from January 2013. They
visited many of the 70 WPC member countries in person to promote their bids to host the
prestigious event. As the “Olympics” of the oil and gas sector, the Congress attracts large
attendances with over 6000 delegates, 500 CEOs, 50 Ministers and around 25,000 visitors for the
World Petroleum Exhibition, one of the largest strategic oil and gas expos in the world.

In accordance with the World Petroleum Council regulations and the Memorandum of
Understanding, establishing the right of Turkey to host the 22nd World Petroleum Congress and
assigning responsibilities for preparation and hosting of the Congress between the World
Petroleum Council and the Turkish National Committee, was signed on April, 9th, 2014 in Ankara,
Turkey.

Minister of Energy and Natural Resources of Turkey, Mr. Taner Yldz, President of World
Petroleum Council, Mr. Renato Bertani and Chairman of WPC Turkish National Committee, Mr.
Besim iman, WPC Director General, Mr. Pierce Riemer, together with participants from Turkish
Petroleum (TP) attended the signature ceremony.

They all presented their pleasure of Turkey’s success being selected as the next host country.

Turkey kicked off its promotion for the 2017 Congress at the 21stWPC in Moscow, Russia, 15-19
June 2014; with its stand activities, interviews, speeches and closing ceremony presentations. The
Turkish delegation at the 21st WPC consisted of more than 100 delegates, from TP, government,
national companies and universities.

At the closing ceremony, the WPC Symbol was handed over from Russia to Turkey after fantastic
shows from Russia. The Congress Symbol inauguration by Russia Minister of Energy Alexander
Novak to Minister of Energy of Turkey, Mr. Taner Yldz was followed by colorful performances of
Turkish folk dance ensemble.

The 22nd World Petroleum Congress will be held in stanbul (Turkey) on 9-13 July, 2017.

During the 3 years period, WPC Turkish National Committee and the Organizing Team will be
communicating all National Committees about the progress and the preparations.

Turkey welcomes all industry stakeholders to Istanbul in 2017 to the 22ndWPC!

Copyright © All Rights Reserved  |  Feedback
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122 countries adopt global treaty banning nuclear weapons

A global treaty banning nuclear weapons was adopted at the United Nations on Friday despite
opposition from the United States, Britain, France and other nuclear powers that boycotted
negotiations.

The treaty was adopted by a vote of 122 in favour with one country — NATO member The
Netherlands voting against —while Singapore abstained.

Loud applause and cheers broke out in the UN conference hall following the vote that capped
three weeks of negotiations on the text providing for a total ban on developing, stockpiling or
threatening to use nuclear weapons.

Nuclear-armed states have dismissed the ban as unrealistic, arguing it will have no impact on
reducing the global stockpile of 15,000 atomic weapons.

“Is there anyone that believes that North Korea would agree to a ban on nuclear weapons?” asked
US Ambassador Nikki Haley when negotiations began in March. “There is nothing I want more for
my family than a world with no nuclear weapons, but we have to be realistic.”

But supporters hailed a historic achievement.

“We have managed to sow the first seeds of a world free of nuclear weapons,” said Costa Rica’s
ambassador, Elayne Whyte Gomez, the president of the UN conference that negotiated the treaty.

Led by Austria, Brazil, Mexico, South Africa and New Zealand, 141 countries joined in drafting the
treaty that they hope will increase pressure on nuclear states to take disarmament more seriously.

None of the nine countries that possess nuclear weapons — the United States, Russia, Britain,
China, France, India, Pakistan, North Korea and Israel — took part in the negotiations or the vote.

Even Japan — the only country to have suffered atomic attacks, in 1945 — boycotted the talks as
did most NATO countries.

Nuclear powers argue their arsenals serve as a deterrent against a nuclear attack and say they
remain committed to the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT).

The decades-old NPT seeks to prevent the spread of atomic weapons but also puts the onus on
nuclear states to reduce their stockpiles.

Impatience however is growing among many non-nuclear states over the slow pace of
disarmament as are worries that weapons of mass destruction will fall into the wrong hands.

Disarmament campaigners say the treaty will go a long way in increasing the stigma associated
with nuclear weapons and will have an impact on public opinion.
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Cattle trade rules: Supreme Court extends stay, new rules likely in August

New Delhi: The Centre on Tuesday told the Supreme Court that a set of amended rules governing
trade in livestock and transport of cattle are likely to be notified by the end of August.

Noting this, a bench headed by chief justice J.S. Khehar extended a stay on the Centre’s cattle
trade rules to all the states until the amended rules are notified. It disposed of a batch of petitions
challenging the cattle trade rules.

Additional solicitor general P.S. Narasimha, appearing for the Centre, said that the ministry of
environment and forest (MoEF) was seized of the issue and was working towards defining the
amended rules.

“The Centre is taking a fresh look and will put in place a better regime to regulate livestock market
and animal market, one that will serve the interest of all,” Narasimha said.

In May, the Union environment ministry had notified the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
(Regulation of Livestock Markets) Rules 2017, tightening trade in livestock and transport of cattle
to ensure their welfare at animal markets and also prevent smuggling.

The rules banned trading in cattle for slaughter at animal markets. The rules included buffaloes in
their definition of cattle, raising concerns that they would jeopardize the buffalo meat export
business as the supply chain of spent buffaloes will be disrupted.

The Central rules drew criticism from various quarters, including opposition parties, who argued
that they virtually ban the sale of cattle in the country.

This time around, to avoid controversy and ensure a consensus, the Central government is
planning a consultation process including a national level meeting of all stakeholders, after which
the government would address contentious issues and reframe the rules. Given the sensitive
nature of the issue, the effort will be overseen by the Prime Minister’s Office (PMO).

A draft of the proposed amendments to the rules will be put up online for feedback following which
the rules will be finalized and notified, said a senior official of the environment ministry, who
requested anonymity.

“The ministry is proceeding very carefully as PMO is overseeing each and everything,” the official
added.

One activist noted that laws on cow slaughter already existed in many states and that concern
over the rules put in place had surrounded the inclusion of buffaloes in the definition of cattle.

“But if they drop (only) buffaloes then the rules won’t be worth the paper they are printed on. Why
waste public time and money,” said N.G. Jayasimha, managing director of Humane Society
International India, an NGO working on animal rights, and who was one of the members of a panel
that drafted the controversial rules.

Twenty four states currently have in place either partial or full restrictions on sale, transport or
slaughter of cows. The north-eastern states, and Kerala and West Bengal are exceptions, but the
new regulations are likely to affect these states as well.
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Sensor network to map and predict pollution in Godavari

The Ganga may be the focus of the government’s river-cleaning efforts, but a group of U.S.
researchers is working on a system to map undulating pollution trends in the Godavari, India’s
second longest river.

Using a mix of methods, including satellite-monitoring, traversing stretches of the river to collect
water samples and using special sensors to measure bacterial and chemical pollution, the
researchers are trying to develop a cost-effective forecast system.

The team’s long-term objective is to be able to inform State officials and citizens of a probable
spike in, say, levels of dangerous microbes or effluents, similar to weather and air pollution
forecasts. That apart, said Anup Malani, Professor of the University of Chicago Law School, it is to
be able to access “raw data” that could be used to inform the efficacy of a proposed faecal sludge
treatment plant and whether behavioural interventions — including incentives or punishments — to
restrict activities that pollute the river could actually work. “We’ve had debates with town planners
who told us that all the pollution gets washed away… Is that true? We need to find out,” Mr.
Malani, who is also co-founder of the International Innovation Corps, told The Hindu. “That would
help us know whether interventions are needed only up-river or along various stretches.”

The project started eight months ago and has so far identified two “hotspots” of pollution, which
Mr. Malani declined to reveal, saying he would first inform the Andhra Pradesh government about
them. The sampling exercise, being done along a portion of the 1,400-km river spanning
Rajamundhry (East Godavari district) and Kovvur, Narsapur and Palakol (all in West Godavari),
measures parameters such as total dissolved salts, nitrate, pH, temperature, turbidity and
electrical conductivity. These are relayed to a website called Thoreau, a wireless sensing network
maintained at the University of Chicago to map environmental parameters, for analysis. Some
river attributes such as microbial levels require to be measured in laboratories, though the team
hopes eventually to be able to use low-cost sensors that measure them, too, in real time.

“Through cloud-based data collection and real-time mapping systems, the research and
implementation teams intend to demonstrate the importance and value of detecting and
anticipating pollutants that enter the river in the form of human waste, organic materials, and
chemical contaminants,” the University of Chicago research team said in a statement.

The exercise is part of a Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation project to support the programme of
the Administrative Staff College of India (ASCI) to provide city-wide sanitation improvements in
urban Andhra Pradesh. Sensors to monitor river pollution are an emerging technological approach
in India.

In April, Ashutosh Sharma, Secretary, Department of Science and Technology (DST), said 40
proposals to make the sensors (to monitor river and environmental pollution) had come in, and two
would be short-listed soon. Intel, which will make the chips powering the devices, and the DST will
split a 35-crore investment.

Says BJP will campaign against corruption, law and order problems and lack of development work
in Himachal Pradesh

The process of holding the requisite Board Meetings and Shareholder Meetings has been
completed in phases in September 2017.

Ruben George is staying at Ram Nath Kovind’s house at Kalyanpur, near Kanpur
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Cabinet approves SASEC Road Connectivity Investment Program - Tranche 2
Cabinet approves SASEC Road Connectivity Investment Program - Tranche 2

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra

Modi has given its approval for upgradation and widening of 65 kms of Imphal-Moreh

Section of NH-39 in Manipur at a cost of Rs. 1630.29 crores.

Manipur being a landlocked state with almost 90% of the area under difficult terrain

presently has only road transport as a means of mass transport system within the state.

Hence development of the road infrastructure is of paramount importance to improve

connectivity and progress of the State and to ensure that the administrative set up

reaches the isolated and remote habitats. The project will improve connectivity between

Imphal with the eastern part of the state. Based on the existing and projected traffic

requirements the NH-39 will be widened to 4 lane between Lilong village and Wanginj

village, while the stretch between Wanginj village to Khongkhang will be upgraded to 2

lane with paved shoulder.

The project is being developed with ADB's loan assistance under the South Asian Sub-

Regional Economic Cooperation (SASEC) Road Connectivity Investment Program which

aims at upgradation of road infrastructure in Bangladesh, Bhutan, Nepal and India (BBIN)

in order to improve the regional connectivity among BBIN nations. The project corridor is

also a part of the Asian Highway No. 01 (AH01) and acts as India's Gateway to the East.

Thus trade, commerce and tourism in the region will get a boost.

Background

For fulfilling India's "Look East" Policy and to promote and enhance trade link with South

East Asia, the Government of India has notified an Integrated Custom Post (ICP) at

Moreh. The development of this project is essential in order to support the increased

traffic volume due to coming up of ICP. The workers of Manipur who specialize in

creating bamboo and wood based handicraft items and uniquely designed hand woven

textile items will get a new market among the Myanmar's customers. Small scale

industries such as those making farm implements and tools, stationery, plastic extrusion

items, carpentry units, could also develop markets beyond the border.

Besides socio-economic development the project will also lead to reduction in average

travel time along the project road by nearly 40%. In addition, the new features of road
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safety namely vehicular underpasses, crash barriers, road signs & markings, service

roads for segregation of slow and high moving traffic, truck lay-by, bus-bays etc. will help

in greatly reducing accidents. Improved highway and lesser travel time will lead to

savings in terms of fuel cost.
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Minister of Railways Shri Suresh Prabhakar Prabhu launched various Railway initiatives
Minister of Railways Shri Suresh Prabhakar Prabhu launched various Railway initiatives

Minister of Railways Shri Suresh Prabhakar Prabhu launched the following Initiatives:-
1.     RAIL CLOUD PROJECT.
2.     NIVARAN-Grievance Portal (First IT Application on Rail Cloud).

3.     Cashless treatment Scheme in Emergency (CTSE) Scheme and Handing over
of 1st CTSE Card.

 

    Minister of State for Railways  Shri Rajen Gohain was specially present to grace the occasion.
Member Staff, Shri A.K.Mital, other Railway Board Members and senior officials were also
present on the occasion. Ministry of Railways has launched the RailCloud project in association
with its PSU, RailTel Corporation of India Limited.

 

Speaking on the occasion, Minister of Railways Shri Suresh Prabhakar Prabhu said, “Efforts are
being made to bring entire Railway system on Integrated dIGITAL Platform. RailCloud is another
step towards Digitization of Railways. Rail Cloud works on popular Cloud Computing system.
Most Important works are done through Cloud Computing. Also, this is going to reduce the cost &
data may be safely ensured on the servers. Also, another important step is Cashless Treatment
Scheme in Emergency. Life Expectancy has increased, so many health problems have evolved.
This scheme would improve health care facilities of Railway employees.”

 
Salient Features of the Initiatives Launched:
1.RailCloud
       Indian Railway has started a strategic IT initiative, christened IR-OneICT, for enterprise
wide digital single platform with an aim to improve customer satisfaction, improve revenue and
effective, efficient and safe operations. To achieve the goal of single digital platform for IR a few
foundational projects need to be implemented first, establishment of RailCloud is one such
project.  Cloud Computing is the emerging technology for faster and on demand commensurate
deployment of Server resources which result in reduced cost. Accordingly, RailCloud Phase-I
has been sanctioned at the cost of Rs. 53.55 Cr under PH-17, DF(3) in FY 17-18. Potential
benefits to Railways after implementation of RailCloud are:

       Faster and on-demand deployment of application- RailCloud will pave the way for swifter
deployment of application (within 24 hrs as compared to conventional time running into weeks
and months). At the same time the cloud hardware and environment will be available for rigorous
testing of the new applications.

       Optimum use of Servers and storage- The technology enables maximising the usage of the
available server and storage resulting in accommodation of bigger data and more applications
within same server space.

       Utilization of existing infrastructure as part of Cloud- The existing resources available with railway
will be subsumed in RailCloud thereby ensuring that expenditure is minimized in acquiring new
resources.

       Rapid scalability and elasticity- Server and storage space will scale up and down as per the
demand. This makes the system suitable to meet the higher demand at peak hours with less
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expenditure.

       IT Security enhancement and Standardization: The cloud shall be equipped with security features
as per the latest GOI guidelines, the security features can be updated in one go for all the
applications hosted on the cloud, resulting in enhanced security and stability with less
expenditure and effort. 

       Cost reduction: The server and storage infrastructure will be deployed as per the requirement,
resulting in substantial savings to railway as expenditure will be incurred as and when required
instead of upfront shelling out money on procurement of expensive servers.

       Better User Experience: In Cloud, the server resources are constantly scaled up or down as per
the no. of users logged on to the system. This ensures a better user experience to the customer.

The Managed Network and Virtual Desktop Interface (VDI) services are also being planned, in near
future, for providing faster and more efficient work environment to each rail worker.

2. NIVARAN-Grievance Portal’First IT application on RailCloud

          ‘NIVARAN-Grievance Portal’ is the first IT application to be launched on the RailCloud. It is the
platform for resolution of service related grievances of serving and former railway employees. The
existing application was hosted on a conventional server; it has been made cloud-ready and being
migrated as the first cloud application of Indian Railways. It will save significant revenue and at the
same time user experience will also improve.

 

3. Cashless treatment Scheme in Emergency (CTSE)

Railway provides Comprehensive Health Care Facilities to its beneficiaries through in-house
health Institutions, supplementing with referrals to recognized hospitals whenever necessary.  The
beneficiaries include retired employees and their dependent family members.  Large no. of retired
beneficiaries lives in the newly developed suburbs of various cities. These parts of the city are often far
away from the established Railway Health Institutions. In this scenario the RELHS beneficiaries coming
to Railway Health Institutions in routine is acceptable, however in emergency situations, precious time
(Golden Hour) is lost in travel.

To provide immediate care to its retired employees in ‘Golden Hour’ Railway Board has decided
to roll out a “Cashless treatment Scheme in Emergency’ (CTSE), in empanelled hospitals, for retired
employees and their dependent family members. A web based system of communication between
private hospitals and railway authorities has been developed wherein identity of the beneficiary shall be
established using biometrics stored in Aadhar (UIDAI) server, eligibility shall be determined using
Railway Data Base and emergency shall be verified by Railway Medical Officer based on private
hospital’s clinical report. The whole system is online and even the bill processing shall be online. This
scheme shall provide help and succor to the retired railway employees at the time of need and at the
same time will have a morale boosting effect on the serving employees.

The Scheme fulfils both the avowed objectives of the GOI; utilizing IT tools to cut the red-tape
and promoting cashless transactions.

Rather than creating a separate time and resource consuming vertical the scheme has used the
existing resources by bringing on board the UIDAI and ARPAN database. Railway has not incurred any
capital expenditure on the scheme, M/s UTIITSL has developed the software in consultation with
Railway and shall be paid on per bill processed basis. The online processing will ensure swifter
disposal of bills in a transparent manner.

At present the scheme has been rolled out in four metro cities of Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata and
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Chennai, based on the experience of this pilot the scheme may be extended to the whole of country.

****
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India ranks 116 out of 157 nations on SDG index
UNITED NATIONS: India is ranked 116 out of 157 nations on a global index that assesses the
performance of countries towards achieving the ambitious sustainable development goals (SDGs).

The SDG Index and Dashboards Report produced by the Sustainable Development Solutions
Network (SDSN) and the Bertelsmann Stiftung shows that world leaders need to strengthen their
joint efforts to realise the 17 global goals.

"Not only does a rising trend of nationalism and protectionism impede the implementation of the
goals, but as the report shows, industrialised countries are not serving as role models," the report
added.

It said many of the richest countries in the world are nowhere near achieving the global policy
objectives but also deteriorate the implementation process for poorer countries because of
negative spillover effects.

India is ranked 116th on the index with a score of 58.1, behind countries such as Nepal, Iran, Sri
Lanka, Bhutan and China. Pakistan is ranked 122.

The report said that the countries which are closest to fulfilling the goals are not the biggest
economies but comparably small, developed countries.

Sweden leads the list, followed by Denmark and Finland. Among the G7 countries, only Germany
and France can be found among the top ten performers. The United States ranks 42nd on the
Index, while Russia and China rank 62nd and 71st respectively.

"One of the greatest obstacles to achieving the global goals for high-income countries are poor
performances regarding sustainable consumption and production. All countries that score lowest
on electronic-waste generation, for example, are high-income countries," it said.

Bertelsmann Stiftung chairman and CEO Aart De Geus said the report's findings show that
politicians, businesses and society altogether must urgently intensify their efforts and commit
themselves to this agenda.

"SDG Index and Dashboards highlight the need for urgent action on the part of G20 countries in
making sustainable development a reality both within and beyond their borders. If the world is to
achieve the SDGs, all countries must take up the goals as part of their national development
strategies, and ensure that they take responsibility for their impact on the rest of the world," said
Jeffrey D Sachs, Director of the SDSN.

The SDG Index and Dashboard collect available data for 157 countries to assess where each
country stands in 2017 with regard to achieving the SDGs.

The SDG Index ranks countries based on their performance across the 17 Sustainable
Development Goals.
UNITED NATIONS: India is ranked 116 out of 157 nations on a global index that assesses the
performance of countries towards achieving the ambitious sustainable development goals (SDGs).

The SDG Index and Dashboards Report produced by the Sustainable Development Solutions
Network (SDSN) and the Bertelsmann Stiftung shows that world leaders need to strengthen their
joint efforts to realise the 17 global goals.
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"Not only does a rising trend of nationalism and protectionism impede the implementation of the
goals, but as the report shows, industrialised countries are not serving as role models," the report
added.

It said many of the richest countries in the world are nowhere near achieving the global policy
objectives but also deteriorate the implementation process for poorer countries because of
negative spillover effects.

India is ranked 116th on the index with a score of 58.1, behind countries such as Nepal, Iran, Sri
Lanka, Bhutan and China. Pakistan is ranked 122.

The report said that the countries which are closest to fulfilling the goals are not the biggest
economies but comparably small, developed countries.

Sweden leads the list, followed by Denmark and Finland. Among the G7 countries, only Germany
and France can be found among the top ten performers. The United States ranks 42nd on the
Index, while Russia and China rank 62nd and 71st respectively.

"One of the greatest obstacles to achieving the global goals for high-income countries are poor
performances regarding sustainable consumption and production. All countries that score lowest
on electronic-waste generation, for example, are high-income countries," it said.

Bertelsmann Stiftung chairman and CEO Aart De Geus said the report's findings show that
politicians, businesses and society altogether must urgently intensify their efforts and commit
themselves to this agenda.

"SDG Index and Dashboards highlight the need for urgent action on the part of G20 countries in
making sustainable development a reality both within and beyond their borders. If the world is to
achieve the SDGs, all countries must take up the goals as part of their national development
strategies, and ensure that they take responsibility for their impact on the rest of the world," said
Jeffrey D Sachs, Director of the SDSN.

The SDG Index and Dashboard collect available data for 157 countries to assess where each
country stands in 2017 with regard to achieving the SDGs.

The SDG Index ranks countries based on their performance across the 17 Sustainable
Development Goals.
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EU, India set up fund for investments

Investment boost: The mechanism will help promote European Union’s investments in India.  

European Union (EU) and India on Friday announced the establishment of an Investment
Facilitation Mechanism (IFM) for EU investments in India.

"The mechanism will allow for a close coordination between the European Union and the
Government of India with an aim to promote and facilitate EU investment in India," an official
statement said.

Ramesh Abhishek, secretary, Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion (or DIPP -- the nodal
body for foreign direct investment policy), said: “The IFM has been established with the key
objectives of paving the way for identifying and solving problems faced by EU companies and
investors with regard to their operations in India."

He added that the IFM will cover new investors as well as those already established in India. "The
IFM is also going to serve as a platform for discussing general suggestions from the point of view
of EU companies and investors with regard to ease of doing business in India, which I am sure,
would boost and encourage the EU investors to avail the investment opportunities available in
India,” said Mr Abhishek.

Ease of doing business is a fundamental priority of the Indian Government’s Make in India
Campaign and the establishment of IFM for facilitating EU investments in India is another step to
achieve this goal, he said.

The IFM builds on the Joint Statement of the 13th EU-India Summit held in Brussels in March
2016, where the EU had welcomed India's readiness to establish such a mechanism and leaders
from both sides had reaffirmed their shared commitment to oppose protectionism and to work in
favour of a fair, transparent and rule-based trade and investment environment, the statement said.

As part of the IFM, the EU Delegation to India and the DIPP will hold regular high level meetings to
assess and facilitate "ease of doing business" for EU investors in India. This will include identifying
and putting in place solutions to procedural impediments faced by EU companies and investors in
establishing or running their operations in India. Invest India, the Indian government's official
Investment Promotion and Facilitation Agency, will also be part of the IFM. It will create a single-
window entry point for EU companies that need assistance for their investments at the central or
state level. The DIPP will also facilitate participation of other relevant ministries and authorities on
a case-to-case basis.

Tomasz Koslowski, Ambassador of the European Union to India, said, "the establishment of the
IFM is a right step in the direction of strengthening the trade and investment ties between the EU
and India. The EU is the largest foreign investor in India and this initiative helps ensuring a more
robust, effective and predictable business environment for the EU investors."

Trade and Investment are key elements of the EU-India Strategic Partnership launched in 2004.
Along with being the first trade partner in goods and services, EU is one of the biggest provider of
foreign investment in India, with a stock exceeding $81.52 billion (more than Rs 4.4 lakh crores) as
of March 2017, the statement said. There are currently more than 6,000 EU companies present in
India, providing direct and indirect employment to over 6 million people.

Such expenditure needs expeditious resolution of stressed loan problem: Crisil
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Govt. clears three export infra plans

With deficient infrastructure severely hurting the competitiveness of India’s exports, the Centre –
for the first time under a new scheme launched in March to address the problem — has given its
approval for three proposals including one to establish an Integrated Cargo Terminal (ICT) at the
Imphal International Airport.

The other applications that received the green signal from an (Inter-Ministerial) Empowered
Committee (EC) chaired by Commerce Secretary Rita Teaotia were: modernisation of
infrastructure facility in Karnataka for marine exports – where the total cost is 13.34 crore; and
construction of a new ‘Standard Design Factory’ building at Cochin Special Economic Zone (SEZ)
for which a total of 61.63 crore will have to be spent, official sources told The Hindu.

The EC on ‘Trade Infrastructure for Export Scheme (TIES)’ — in its first ever meeting that was
held on June 9 — deferred on technical grounds an application to set up “the first dedicated
facility” in India to test medical devices.

This is proposed to be established at the Andhra Pradesh Med Tech Zone in Visakhapatnam –
with four separate facilities at a total cost of about 169 crore.

The Indian medical device market was worth about $4 billion in 2015 and exports of these items
from India were close to $1 billion (in 2016).

The EC has, however, granted an in-principle nod for a proposal to establish a ‘Coastal Cashew
Research and Development Foundation’ in Karnataka, for which the total cost estimated is 10
crore.

The cost of building the ICT at Imphal is 16.2 crore, of which the share of TIES is 12.96 crore and
that of the Airport Authority of India (AAI) is 3.24 crore. The AAI is learnt to have informed the EC
that there was no cargo facility at the Imphal airport, and that the proposed ICT “would act as a
hub for air cargo movement and air connectivity to South-East Asian countries.”

‘600 crore allocation’

The TIES, which is being implemented from FY18 till FY20, has a budgetary allocation of 600
crore. The scheme’s annual outlay is 200 crore.

According to a March 2016 report on ‘Export Infrastructure in India’ by the Department Related
Parliamentary Standing Committee on Commerce, “deficient infrastructure and the manner in
which infrastructure is being operated (in India) are the major obstacles to ensure competitiveness
in manufacturing of goods and exports thereof.”

The report said Indian exports lose competitiveness on account of huge logistics costs. It noted
that “the logistic cost in India is about 14% of the GDP whereas in advanced economies like the
U.S. and the European Union, it is 8% and 10% of the GDP respectively.”

The Standing Committee further said, “Owing to sub-optimal logistic capability, certain sectors
dependent on logistics lose as much as 2% on sales return. An ASSOCHAM study conducted a
few years ago shows that India runs against a disadvantage of about 11% of its trade due to
deficient infrastructure.”

According to an ASSOCHAM-Resurgent India joint study, “India can save up to $50 billion if
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logistics costs are brought down from 14% to 9% of country’s GDP thereby making domestic
goods more competitive in global markets.” As per the Commerce Ministry, the objective of the
TIES is to “enhance export competitiveness by bridging gaps in export infrastructure, creating
focused export infrastructure and first-mile and last-mile connectivity.”

Such expenditure needs expeditious resolution of stressed loan problem: Crisil
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A looming threat - OPINION

About 5,500 of over 76,000 children tested in nine Indian cities have been diagnosed with
tuberculosis, 9% of them with multi-drug resistant TB (MDR-TB), highlighting the silent spread of
the disease. Though the actual prevalence of MDR-TB among children in India is not known, the
results from a limited number of children tested in this sample, under the Revised National TB
Control Programme, is worrying. According to a 2015 study, of the over 600 children who had
tested positive for TB in four cities, about 10% showed resistance to Rifampicin, a first-line drug.
Since the incidence of TB among children is a reflection of the prevalence of the disease in the
community at large, the high prevalence of both drug-sensitive TB and drug-resistant TB in
children from these nine cities is a grim reminder of the failure of the health-care system to
diagnose the disease early enough in adults and start them on treatment. Very often, children who
test positive for TB have been in close contact with adults with the disease in the same household.
With up to a couple of months’ delay in diagnosing the disease being the norm, there is a
continuing threat of TB spreading among household contacts and in the larger community. In line
with World Health Organisation guidelines, the RNTCP requires all household contacts,
particularly children, of a newly diagnosed pulmonary TB patient to be tested and started on
treatment if needed. Children below six years of age in the household of a newly diagnosed
patient are required to be given the drug Isoniazid as a prophylactic even when they do not have
the disease.

A proactive approach to testing helps in early and correct diagnosis of all contacts and in cutting
the transmission chain. Unfortunately, as several studies have shown, the RNTCP guidelines on
contact screening are heeded mostly in the breach. The results from this limited study should now
compel the government to take up contact screening more urgently. In 2010, WHO had revised
the dosage of certain TB drugs for children. Fixed-dose combination (FDC) drugs that take into
account the revised dosages for children were finally made available in late 2015. The FDCs are
meant for treating children with drug-susceptible TB and cannot be used to treat children who
require second-line drugs or who have MDR-TB. After more than a year’s delay, a few months ago
India finally introduced FDCs in six States. The remaining States will be covered by the end of this
year. Adherence to treatment will improve, and correct dosage for children weighing less than 25
kg will become easier when child-friendly FDCs become available throughout the country. Using
the Xpert molecular diagnostic test to screen children with TB is a positive step and should be
welcomed, but all the diagnosed children should be guaranteed paediatric FDCs. It would be
unethical to deny them this lifeline.
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When too much is too little - OPINION

When Prime Minister Narendra Modi brought up the issue of food wastage on his ‘Mann Ki Baat’
programme about two months ago, he endorsed a valid point when he asked people not to waste
food. Though he raised an extremely critical issue of national importance, he could also have used
the occasion to propose some government-led mechanism to handle it.

He was right to an extent when he linked food wastage to people’s behaviour. However, there are
wastages which happen in any case due to food’s perishability and the absence of an effective
distribution mechanism and legal framework. Looking at the scale of problems, it is wise to frame a
comprehensive strategy by combining the efforts of the government and private sectors and civil
society. The government can create a time-bound task force under Niti Aayog, with experts from
different sectors, to frame a national policy to tackle this gigantic issue, which can recommend the
legal framework to support initiatives to reduce food loss and waste. As a nation, we need to give
priority to tackling this issue so that we can handle the social, economic and environmental ill-
effects of wastage of food.

One third of food wasted

According to the Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO), “One third of food produced for human
consumption is lost or wasted globally, which amounts to about 1.3 billion tons per year.” It also
states: “Food is lost or wasted throughout the supply chain, from initial agricultural production to
final household consumption.” The losses, it says, represent “a waste of resources used in
production such as land, water, energy and inputs, increasing the green gas emissions in vain”.

Food wastage has multiple socio-economic and environmental impacts. In a country like India, not
only is food scarce for many poor families, it is a luxury for many others. Though hunger cannot be
tackled directly by preventing food wastage, a substantial amount of food that is wasted in our
country can feed many hungry people. India ranked 97th among 118 countries in the Global
Hunger Index for 2016. About 20 crore people go to bed hungry and 7,000 people die of hunger
every day; wastage of food is not less than a social delinquency. According to one estimate, 21
million tonnes of wheat are wasted in India every year. A recent study by the Indian Institute of
Management, Calcutta, revealed that only 10% of food is covered by cold storage facilities in
India. This, coupled with poor supply-chain management, results in significant wastage, both at
pre- and post-harvest stages, of cereals, pulses, fruits and vegetables.

The wastage of food entails loss of considerable amount of resources in the form of inputs used
during production. For example, 25% of fresh water and nearly 300 million barrels of oil used to
produce food are ultimately wasted.

The increasing wastage also results in land degradation by about 45%, mainly due to
deforestation, unsustainable agricultural practices, and excessive groundwater extraction.
Wastage results in national economic loss. To put a monetary value to the loss in terms of
wastage, India loses Rs. 58,000 crore every year, to quote The CSR Journal .

The energy spent over wasted food results in 3.3 billion tonnes of carbon dioxide production every
year. Decay also leads to harmful emission of other gases in the atmosphere; for instance,
decaying of rice produces methane. Food waste emissions have a major impact on climate
change and result in greater carbon footprint.

Laws to encourage donation
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Many countries have legislation providing for global best practices, such as the 1996 Bill Emerson
Good Samaritan Act in the U.S., which was intended to encourage donation of food and grocery
products that meet quality and labelling standards by protecting the donor and the recipient
agency against liability, except in the case of gross negligence and/or intentional misconduct.
France has taken a lead by becoming the first country in the world to ban supermarkets from
destroying unsold food, forcing them instead to donate it to charities or food banks or send it to the
farmers to be used as fertilisers in crop production.

In India, there are many civil society, private sector and community initiatives aimed at distributing
food among the poor. The government is also committed to securing availability of food grains for
two-thirds of the 1.3 billion population, under the National Food Security Act, 2013. While securing
food for all or feeding them through such initiatives is important, addressing wastage of food in all
forms is equally critical to complete the cycle of food sufficiency and food sustainability. There are
initiatives such as India Food Banking Network (IFBN), which is promoting the concept of
collaborative consumption with support from the private sector and civil society organisations.
Such initiatives, creating networks and channels of distribution between those who have surplus
food and those who are in need of them, are necessary.

The government needs to do more and should play a larger facilitating role. The Prime Minister’s
call to the nation needs to be followed up with further interventions. There is an urgent need to
understand the complexity of the problem and then to devise a national-level strategy to combat it
so that surplus of food can be turned into an advantage instead of resulting in wastage. Hunger
and food wastage are two sides of the coin. The cycle of hunger cannot be broken without
channelising the wasted food to help the needy. Without stopping wastage of food, we cannot do
justice to millions of hungry people, our economy and the planet.

Sanjay Kumar is the India Country Director of Harvard South Asia Institute. Views are personal
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Govt. panel to study cow derivatives

Harsh Vardhan.  

The government has set up a 19-member panel, including three members linked to the RSS and
VHP, to carry out what it says will be scientifically validated research on cow derivatives including
its urine, and their benefits, according to an inter-departmental circular and members of the panel.

Headed by Science and Technology Minister Harsh Vardhan, the committee will select projects
that can help scientifically validate the benefits of panchgavya — the concoction of cow dung, cow
urine, milk, curd and ghee — in various spheres such as nutrition, health and agriculture, says the
circular accessed by PTI.

Named the National Steering Committee, the panel includes secretaries of the departments of
Science and Technology, Biotechnology, Ministry of New and Renewable Energy, and scientists
from the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Delhi.

It also has three members of Vigyan Bharti and Go Vigyan Anusandhan Kendra, outfits affiliated to
the RSS and VHP. The government circular says former CSIR Director R.A. Mashelkar, known for
vigorously campaigning against U.S. patents on turmeric and basmati rice, is also a member of the
panel. The others include IIT-Delhi director Prof. V. Ramgopal Rao and Prof. V.K. Vijay of the IIT’s
Centre for Rural Development and Technology.

The government has given the project the acronym SVAROP, which stands for Scientific
Validation and Research on Panchagavya, and says it is a “national programme” that’s being
conducted by the Department of Science and Technology, Department of Biotechnology, and the
Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) of the Ministry of Science and Technology in
collaboration with IIT-Delhi.

The document also says “this multi-disciplinary programme” will involve participation of other
related ministries, government departments, academic institutions, research laboratories,
voluntary organisations and others “to carry out research and development and also build
capacities, and cover five thematic areas including scientific validation of uniqueness of
indigenous cows.”

It will cover “scientific validation of ‘panchagavya’ for medicines and health, scientific validation of
‘panchagavya’ and its products for agriculture applications, scientific validation of ‘panchagavya’
for food and nutrition,” the circular says.

Vijay Bhatkar, president of the Delhi-based Vigyan Bharti, an RSS-affiliated science body, is the
co-chairman of the committee.

Says BJP will campaign against corruption, law and order problems and lack of development work
in Himachal Pradesh

The process of holding the requisite Board Meetings and Shareholder Meetings has been
completed in phases in September 2017.

Ruben George is staying at Ram Nath Kovind’s house at Kalyanpur, near Kanpur
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GM mustard policy: SC gives govt. time

The government on Monday informed the Supreme Court that a policy decision on the commercial
release of the Genetically Modified (GM) mustard crop is yet to be finalised.

The Centre said it was poring through the various suggestions on and objections to the
commercial rollout of the GM crops.

A Bench, led by Chief Justice of India J.S. Khehar and Justice D.Y. Chandrachud, granted the
government one week to report back on when the policy would be finalised. It said the policy
should be good-intentioned and well-informed.

The court had on October 17, 2016, extended the stay on the commercial release of the GM
mustard until further orders. It had asked the Centre to collect public opinion before the release.

The government had assured the court that there would be no commercial release of GM seeds till
the views of the public were collected and placed before the appraisal committee.

Sowing without safety

The hearing was conducted on the basis of a petition filed by activist Aruna Rodrigues, who had
alleged that the government was sowing GM seeds without the relevant tests.

Mustard is one of India’s most important winter crops, sown between mid-October and late
November.

Advocate Prashant Bhushan, appearing for Ms. Rodrigues, alleged the government was sowing
the seeds in various fields and that the bio-safety dossier, which has to be made public by putting
it on the website, had not yet been done.

Says BJP will campaign against corruption, law and order problems and lack of development work
in Himachal Pradesh

The process of holding the requisite Board Meetings and Shareholder Meetings has been
completed in phases in September 2017.

Ruben George is staying at Ram Nath Kovind’s house at Kalyanpur, near Kanpur
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Shri J P Nadda launches the National Strategic Plan for Malaria Elimination (2017-22)
Shri J P Nadda launches the National Strategic Plan for Malaria Elimination (2017-22)

Shri J P Nadda, Union Minister of Health and Family Welfare launched the National
Strategic Plan for Malaria Elimination (2017-22) at a function, here today. The Strategic
Plan gives year wise elimination targets in various parts of the country depending upon
the endemicity of malaria in the next 5 years. Speaking at the launch, Shri Nadda said
that the government would like to eliminate malaria by 2027 and urged the states for
active cooperation. He further stated that the programme has to be owned by the states.
Dr.Jagdish Prasad, DGHS, Shri R.K.Vats, Additional Secretary & Director General and
Acting WHO Representative to India Dr. Suchaxaya Prakin were also present at the
launch function.

Recalling the launch of the National Framework for Malaria Elimination (NFME) last year,
Shri Nadda stated that NFME outlined India’s commitment for eliminating malaria by
2030. “Today we are here for the launch of the National Strategic Plan for Malaria
Elimination (2017-22) which gives strategies for working towards the ultimate goal of
elimination of malaria by 2030,” Shri Nadda elaborated. The Health Minister further said
that the National Strategic Plan is for five years and requested the Programme Officers to
work with a strategy and follow the operational guidelines laid down in the National
Strategic Plan.

The Health Minister further said that encouraging results have been achieved in the North
East India and our efforts are now focussed in other states such as Jharkhand, Odisha,
Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra. Shri Nadda further informed that since
the past three years focus is on Long Lasting Impregnated Nets (LLINs). “The Ministry
has distributed 14 million nets and 25 million nets are to be distributed”, Shri Nadda said.

Highlighting the salient features of the NSP, Shri Nadda stated that the strategies involve
strengthening malaria surveillance, establishing a mechanism for early detection and
prevention of outbreaks of malaria, promoting the prevention of malaria by the use of
Long Lasting Impregnated Nets (LLINs), effective indoor residual spray and augmenting
the manpower and capacities for effective implementation for the next five years.
“Intersectoral coordination is the key, we have to work together with the other Ministries
and Municipal Corporations to achieve the desired results, Shri Nadda added.

Dr Suchaxaya Prakin, acting WHO representative to India said that today's development
is an important step in the direction of global efforts for elimination of malaria in various
countries. She informed that one child dies of malaria every two minutes and the burden
is the heaviest in the African region. India has the third highest malaria burden in the
world. She stressed on harnessing innovation and research along with monitoring and
surveillance, and community participation.

Also present at the event were Sh. Navdeep Rinwa, Joint Secretary, Dr. P. K. Sen,
Director, NVBDCP along with the other senior officers of the Ministry and representatives
of international development organizations.
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Get real on Swachh: on manual scavenging

Despite the most stringent penal provisions in the law against manual scavenging, it continues in
parts of India. The recent order of the Madras High Court asking the Centre and the Tamil Nadu
government to ensure the strict enforcement of the Prohibition of Employment as Manual
Scavengers and their Rehabilitation Act, 2013, in the wake of the death of 30 people engaged in
the activity in the State in recent years, points to the malaise. Evidently, the vigorous national
campaign for the rehabilitation of those engaged to manually clean insanitary latrines, and urban
structures into which human excreta flows without sewerage, has been unable to break
governmental indifference and social prejudice. Manual scavenging persists mainly because of the
continued presence of insanitary latrines, of which there are about 2.6 million that require cleaning
by hand, according to the activist organisation, Safai Karmachari Andolan. In spite of a legal
obligation to do so, State governments are not keen to demolish and rebuild old facilities lacking
sanitation, or conduct a full census of both the latrines and the people engaged in clearing such
waste. The Central government, which directly runs the self-employment scheme for the
rehabilitation of these workers, has reduced funds from 448 crore in the 2014-15 budget to 5 crore
this year. High allocation in the past has not meant substantial or effective utilisation. This is
incongruous, as sanitation is high on the agenda of the NDA government, and the Swachh Bharat
Abhiyan is one of Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s favourite programmes, to which the public was
contributing a cess.

The ugly truths of manual scavenging

A determined approach to end the scourge requires a campaign against social prejudice that
impedes solutions in two ways. Many communities still regard the inclusion of a sanitary toilet as
ritual and physical pollution of the house, and even the less conservative are ready to accept only
large, expensive and unscientific structures much bigger than those recommended by the WHO.
More pernicious is the entrenched belief in the caste system, that assumes Dalits will readily
perform the stigmatised task of emptying latrines. Clearly, the law on punishment exists only on
paper. Change now depends on the willingness of the courts to fix responsibility on State
governments, and order an accurate survey of the practice especially in those States that claim to
have no insanitary latrines or manual scavenging. Raising the confidence level among those
engaged in manual cleaning is vital; even official data show their reluctance to take up self-
employment. Empowerment holds the key to change, but that would depend on breaking caste
barriers through education and economic uplift. Compensation sanctioned for the families of those
who died in the course of the humiliating and hazardous work should be paid immediately; only a
fraction of those with verified claims have received it.

An earlier version of this editorial had stated that a cess is being levied for the Swach Bharat
Abhiyan. The cess is not being levied anymore. The error is regretted.

Rajasthan’s ordinance shields the corrupt, threatens the media and whistle-blowers
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BharatNet deadline pushed to March 2019

The Union Cabinet on Wednesday approved the second phase of the BharatNet project that forms
the backbone for the government’s Digital India initiative, according to an official aware of the
development.

However, the deadline for the delay-marred project had been pushed to March 2019, the official
said.The project seeks to bring high speed broadband to all 2.5 lakh gram panchayats (GPs)
through optical fibre.

Phase I

The Centre was still working on completing the first phase of the project for which the deadline
was March 2017. It had been able to lay optical fibre in nearly one-lakh GPs, however, only about
22,000 GPs have been provided Internet connectivity due to equipment procurement issues.

The second phase aims at covering the remaining 1.50 lakh GPS. “The Cabinet has approved a
modified implementation strategy of BharatNet project for providing broadband connectivity to all
GPs by March 2019,” the official said. The official said the approval entails a total estimated
expenditure of 42,068 crore for the implementation of project bankrolled from the Universal
Service Obligation Fund.

“Out of this amount, 11,148 crore is the cost of providing connectivity to 1 lakh GPs in Phase-1
and 18,792 crore is for providing connectivity to remaining 1.5 lakh GPs in Phase-II,” the official
said, adding that balance amount is for activities such as last mile connectivity architecture,
operation and maintenance, and replacement of BSNL’s poor quality fibre.

The BharatNet project, earlier National Optical Fibre Network or NOFN, seeks to bring high-speed
broadband to all 2.5 lakh gram panchayats through optical fibre. It was approved by Cabinet in
2011 and deadline was fixed by end of 2013 then deferred to September 2015 by UPA
Government. The Narendra Modi-led government re-examined project status and set target to
complete roll out by end of 2016. This was later delayed to December 2018.

Such expenditure needs expeditious resolution of stressed loan problem: Crisil
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Think beyond loan waivers

Valuing the produce: A farmer carrying his harvested paddy on a buffalo cart in Mayong village in
Morigaon district, Assam.  

Indian agriculture is characterised by low scale and low productivity. About 85% of the operational
landholdings in the country are below 5 acres and 67% farm households survive on an average
landholding of one acre. More than half of the area under cultivation does not have access to
irrigation. Agriculture income generated at average size of landholding is not adequate to meet
farmers’ needs.

The problem is exacerbated by weather and market risks. According to the latest National Sample
Survey on Situation Assessment Survey of Agricultural Households (NSS-SAS), 13.9% farm
households experienced negative return from crop production during 2012-13. Non-farm income
comprised 40% of the income of farm households, but access to non-farm sources of income is
highly skewed as about 40% of farm households reported zero income from such sources.

Modern agriculture requires investment in farm machinery and use of purchased inputs like seed,
fertiliser, agri-chemicals, diesel and hired labour. Most often, savings generated from
unremunerative crop enterprise are inadequate for such investments. Rising expenses on health,
education, social ceremonies and non-food items put additional financial demand on farm families.
Consequently, majority of the farmers have to take loans from institutional or non-institutional
sources or both. The share of institutional loans disbursed during a year to agriculture and allied
sectors has risen from 8.9% of the value of output in 2000-01 to 31.4% in 2015-16.

The lowdown on farm loan waivers

The amount of short-term institutional loans for agriculture exceeds the total cost of inputs
including hired labour at an all-India level and in many States. This indicates that a part of crop
loans is likely spent on non-agricultural purposes. A more worrisome fact out of NSS surveys on
Investment and Debt (NSS-I&D) is that the loans taken by cultivators from non-institutional
sources, which involve high interest rate, is rising faster than from institutional sources. These
indicators point to a worrying development — much of the growth in household demand in rural
India has been debt-ridden and not supported by growth in income.

Recently a few States like Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra, Punjab and Karnataka have responded to
farm distress by rolling out farm loan waiver schemes as a measure of immediate relief to those
farmers who qualify certain criteria. The demand for such measures is spreading to other States
too.

The ultimate goal of farm loan waiver is to lessen the debt burden of distressed and vulnerable
farmers and help them qualify for fresh loans. The success of the loan waiver lies on the extent to
which the benefits reach the needy farmers. Loan waivers suffer from several drawbacks in this
respect. First, it covers only a tiny fraction of farmers. According to 2012-13 NSS-SAS, 48% of the
agricultural households did not have any outstanding loan.

Further, out of the indebted agricultural households, about 39% borrowed only from non-
institutional sources. The farmers investing from their own savings and those borrowing from non-
institutional sources are equally vulnerable to weather and market risks. But all such households
are outside the purview of loan waiver.

Farm loan waiver may dent State finances, risk slippage: Fitch Ratings
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Second, it provides only a partial relief to the indebted farmers as about half of the institutional
borrowing of a cultivator is for non-farm purposes. Third, in many cases, one household has
multiple loans either from different sources or in the name of different family members, which
entitles it to multiple loan waiving. Fourth, loan waiving excludes agricultural labourers who are
even weaker than cultivators in bearing the consequences of economic distress. Fifth, it severely
erodes the credit culture, with dire long-run consequences to the banking business. Sixth, the
scheme is prone to serious exclusion and inclusion errors, as evidenced by the Comptroller and
Auditor General’s (CAG) findings in the Agricultural Debt Waiver and Debt Relief Scheme, 2008.

According to the CAG report, 13.46% of the accounts which were actually eligible for the benefits
under the scheme were not considered by the lending institutes while preparing the list of eligible
farmers. On the other hand, in 8.5% of the cases, the beneficiaries were not eligible for either debt
waiver or debt relief but were granted the benefits. Further, 34.28% of the beneficiaries were not
issued debt relief certificates which would have entitled them to fresh loans. Beside these errors in
implementation, the loan waiver as a concept excludes most of the farm households in dire need
of relief and includes some who do not deserve such relief on economic grounds.

Apart from above drawbacks, such schemes have serious implications for other developmental
expenditure, having a much larger multiplier effect on the economy. For instance, loan waiver may
cost Uttar Pradesh at least 36,000 crore, which is 4.4 times the State’s capital expenditure of
8,191 crore (Budget estimate) in agriculture, including irrigation and flood management, in 2016-
17. A similar amount spent on improvement of agriculture infrastructure and other developmental
activities would create a base for future growth and development of the sector.

It appears that loan waiving can provide a short-term relief to a limited section of farmers; it has a
meagre chance of bringing farmers out of the vicious cycle of indebtedness. There is no concrete
evidence on reduction in agrarian distress following the first spell of all-India farm loan waiver in
2008. In the longer run, strengthening the repayment capacity of the farmers by improving and
stabilising their income is the only way to keep them out of distress.

For providing immediate relief to the needy farmers, a more inclusive alternative approach is to
identify the vulnerable farmers’ based on certain criteria and give an equal amount as financial
relief to the vulnerable and distressed families. For instance, in Uttar Pradesh 23.2% (41.87 lakh)
agricultural households (180.49 lakh) are estimated to have income below poverty line. With
36,000 crore, each of these households can be given 85,980. This looks to be a more inclusive
approach and provides farmers flexibility to spend this money.

In our view, the sustainable solution to indebtedness and agrarian distress is to raise income from
agricultural activities and enhance access to non-farm sources of income. The low scale of farms
necessitates that some cultivators move from agriculture to non-farm jobs. Improved technology,
expansion of irrigation coverage, and crop diversification towards high-value crops are appropriate
measures for raising productivity and farmers’ income. All these require more public funding and
support and there is a danger of these getting adversely affected by resources diverted towards
loan waiver. Another major source of increase in farmers’ income is remunerative prices for farm
produce. This requires removal of old regulations and restrictions on agriculture to enable creation
of a liberalised environment for investment, trading and marketing. Agrarian distress and farmers’
income will be addressed much better if States undertake and sincerely implement long-pending
reforms in the agriculture sector with urgency.

Ramesh Chand is Member and S.K. Srivastava an Agricultural Economist with the NITI Aayog.
Views expressed are personal

The new U.S. Fed Chairman is unlikely to opt for policies that might upset the President’s plan
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FM to formally launch Pradhan Mantri Vaya Vandana Yojana (PMVVY) tomorrow; PMVVY is a
Pension Scheme announced by the Government of India exclusively for the senior citizens
available from 4th May, 2017 to 3rd May, 2018; The Scheme can be purchased offline as well as
online through Life Insurance Corporation of India
FM to formally launch Pradhan Mantri Vaya Vandana Yojana (PMVVY) tomorrow; PMVVY is
a Pension Scheme announced by the Government of India exclusively for the senior
citizens available from 4th May, 2017 to 3rd May, 2018; The Scheme can be purchased
offline as well as online through Life Insurance Corporation of India

The Union Minister for Finance, Defence and Corporate Affairs will formally launch the
Pradhan Mantri Vaya Vandana Yojana (PMVVY) tomorrow in the national capital. PMVVY is a
Pension Scheme announced by the Government of India exclusivelyfor the senior citizens aged 60
years and above which is available from 4th May, 2017 to 3rd May, 2018. The Scheme can be
purchased offline as well as online through Life Insurance Corporation (LIC) of India which has
been given the sole privilege to operate this Scheme.

 

Following are the major benefits under the Pradhan Mantri Vaya Vandana Yojana (PMVVY):

 
•         Scheme provides an assured return of 8% p.a. payable monthly (equivalent to 8.30% p.a.

effective) for 10 years.
•         Pension is payable at the end of each period, during the policy term of 10 years, as per the

frequency of monthly/ quarterly/ half-yearly/ yearly as chosen by the pensioner at the time of
purchase.

•         The scheme is exempted from Service Tax/ GST.
•         On survival of the pensioner to the end of the policy term of 10 years, Purchase price along

with final pension installment shall be payable.
•         Loan upto 75% of Purchase Price shall be allowed after 3 policy years (to meet the liquidity

needs). Loan interest shall be recovered from the pension installments and loan to be
recovered from claim proceeds.

•         The scheme also allows for premature exit for the treatment of any critical/ terminal illness of
self or spouse. On such premature exit, 98% of the Purchase Price shall be refunded.

•         On death of the pensioner during the policy term of 10 years, the Purchase Price shall be paid
to the beneficiary.

•         Minimum / Maximum Purchase Price and Pension Amount:
 
Mode of
Pension

Minimum
Purchase Price

Maximum
Purchase Price

Minimum
Pension
amount

Maximum
Pension
amount

Yearly Rs. 1,44,578/- Rs. 7,22,892/- Rs. 12,000/- Rs. 60,000/-
Half-yearly Rs. 1,47,601/- Rs. 7,38,007/- Rs. 6,000/- Rs. 30,000/-
Quarterly Rs. 1,49,068/- Rs. 7,45,342/- Rs. 3,000/- Rs. 15,000/-
Monthly Rs. 1,50,000/- Rs. 7,50,000/- Rs. 1,000/- Rs. 5,000/-

 
•         The ceiling of maximum pension is for a family as a whole, the family will comprise of

pensioner, his/her spouse and dependants.
•         The shortfall owing to the difference between the interest guaranteed and the actual interest
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earned and the expenses relating to administration shall be subsidized by the Government of
India and reimbursed to the Corporation.

 

 

*****

 

DSM/SBS/KA
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Cabinet approves revision of Indian Community Welfare Fund guidelines
Cabinet approves revision of Indian Community Welfare Fund guidelines

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved revision
of the Indian Community Welfare Fund (ICWF) guidelines.

ICWF, set up in 2009, is aimed at assisting Overseas Indian nationals in times of distress
and emergency in the most deserving cases on a means tested basis. The revised
guidelines being made broad-based seek to expand the scope of welfare measures that
can be extended through the Fund. The guidelines would cover three key areas namely
Assisting Overseas Indian nationals in distress situations, Community Welfare activities
and Improvement in Consular services. They are expected to provide Indian Missions
and Posts abroad greater flexibility in swiftly addressing to requests for assistance by
Overseas Indian nationals.

Apart from assisting Indian nationals in distress abroad, ICWF has been a critical support
in emergency evacuation of Indian nationals in conflict zones in Libya, Iraq, Yemen,
South Sudan and other challenging situations like assistance extended to undocumented
Indian workers in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia during the Nitaqat drive in 2013 and the
ongoing Amnesty drive in 2017.

The scale and speed of these evacuations and assistance rendered through the Fund
has been universally appreciated. It has also created a sense of confidence among the
migrant workers going overseas about the support they can expect from India during
critical times.

ICWF stands extended to all Indian Missions and Posts abroad and is primarily funded by
levying service charge on various consular services rendered by Indian Missions and
Posts abroad.
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Aajeevika Grameen Express Yojana (AGEY)
Aajeevika Grameen Express Yojana (AGEY)

The Government of India has decided to launch a new sub-scheme named “Aajeevika

Grameen Express Yojana (AGEY)” as part of the Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana –

National Rural Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NRLM). The Self Help Groups under DAY-

NRLM will operate road transport service in backward areas. This will help to provide

safe, affordable and community monitored rural transport services to connect remote

villages with key services and amenities (such as access to markets, education and

health) for the overall economic development of backward rural areas. This will also

provide an additional avenue of livelihood for SHGs. The basic outline of AGEY was

discussed in a meeting of State Transport Ministers of 13 States held in June 2016 at

Dharamshala, Himachal Pradesh and all the Transport Ministers had expressed their

appreciation of this initiative.

The Community Investment Fund (CIF) provided to Community Based Organization

(CBOs) under DAY-NRLM will be utilized to support the SHG members in this new

livelihoods initiative. The beneficiary SHG member will be provided an interest free loan

by the CBO from its Community Investment Fund upto Rs.6.50 lakh for purchase of the

vehicle. Alternative, CBO will own the vehicle and lease it to an SHG member to operate

the vehicle and pay lease rental to the CBO

AGEY will be initially implemented in 250 Blocks in the country on pilot basis with each

Block provided upto 6 vehicles to operate the transport services. During the current year

implementation of the scheme has been so far approved for 52 Blocks in 8 States namely

Andhra Pradesh, Jharkhand, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Telangana, Uttarakhand and

West Bengal with a total provision of Rs.16.06 Crore of which the Government of India

share would be Rs.10.16 Crore. The balance funding would be provided by the

respective States.

The Blocks will be selected by States from among the Blocks where NRLM is being

implemented intensively and where mature CBOs are already functioning.

Backwardness, lack of transportation links and sustainability of service would be the

guiding factors in the selection of Blocks and routes.

The State Rural Livelihood Missions (SRLMs) will do a feasibility study and traffic survey
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in the selected blocks to identity the routes and the number and capacity of vehicles

which can be operated on sustainable basis. The study will be conducted by technically

sound organizations with expertise in transport network planning. The choice of vehicle

could be either e-riksha, 3 wheeler or 4 wheeler within a cost ceiling of Rs.6.50 lakh.

The SRLMs will be co-ordinating with State Transport Department for issue of permit for

the vehicle. The SHG member operating the vehicle shall ensure that all necessary legal

and statutory requirement such as valid permit, road tax permit, valid insurance policy

etc. are met.

The SHG member shall run the vehicle on approved routes at pre-determined frequency

as jointly agreed between the CBO and the SHG operator based on financial viability and

the need for transport link.

All vehicles under the scheme shall have a defined colour code and carry AGEY branding

to ensure their identity and avoid diversion to other routes.

The State Rural Livelihood Mission will arrange capacity building for their staff at State,

District and Block levels for operating the Scheme. The members of the CBO and the

beneficiary SHG member shall also be provided adequate training in the Rural Self

Employment Training Institutes (RSETIs) and other partner organizations.
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Smt Maneka Sanjay Gandhi launches Scheme Implementation Guidelines of Pradhan Mantri
Matru Vandana Yojana
Smt Maneka Sanjay Gandhi launches Scheme Implementation Guidelines of Pradhan
Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana

Norms for pre-school education developed by the Government for the first time: WCD
Minister

The Minister of Women & Child Development, Smt Maneka Sanjay Gandhi released the

Guidelines of Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana in New Delhi today. The Prime

Minister, Shri Narendra Modi had announced the pan-India implementation of this

scheme w.e.f. 01st January, 2017. PMMVY is implemented by the Ministry of Women &

Child Development in collaboration with State Governments.

Smt Maneka Sanjay Gandhi also released an important training module for anganwadi

workers called Early Childhood Care and Education Training Module. The training

module is designed to provide the anganwadi workers a basic understanding of the

ECCE curriculum and pedagogical approaches to ensure optimal and holistic

development of young children so that they are ready to start formal schooling at the age

of six years. It also includes a component on psycho social development of children

below the age of three years, to help anganwadi workers counsel parents/caregivers on

early stimulation.

Another important module i.e. ICDS Training module and e-training module were also

released by WCD Minister today. This module aims to improve the service delivery

mechanism of ICDS Programme and to accelerate better programme outcomes.

Speaking on the occasion, Smt Maneka Sanjay Gandhi said that ECCE training module

is a landmark achievement since the government has for the first time ever prepared

norms for anganwadi workers to impart pre-school education. Since pre-school education

lays the foundation of a child for the future, it is very important to have norms under which

anganwadi workers are able to plan and conduct appropriate ECE activities for 3-6 year

old children. She urged the State Governments to complete the training of anganwadi

workers for ECCE within a year so that the new norms can be implemented at the earliest

possible. Smt Maneka Gandhi also asked the States to print advertisements about

Childline (1098), POCSO e-box and healthy eating habits at the back of exercise books

and text books of all school children.
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The Minister of State for Women & Child Development, Smt Krishna Raj said that the

pan-India expansion of PMMVY will benefit women across the country.

Secretary WCD, Shri Rakesh Srivastav assured that since the guidelines of PMMVY

have now been issued, funds under the scheme will be transferred to the States very

soon. He expressed gratitude to UNICEF and Ambedkar University for assisting in

developing the booklets.

Some of the other booklets which were issued today included Activity Books for Children

of 3-6 years, Child Assessment Card and Recommended List for Play and Learning

Material. The Common Application Software for PMMVY and software user manual for

PMMVY-CAS were also launched on the occasion. To maintain transparency and timely

disbursal of benefits, the PMMVY Scheme will be run through PMMVY-CAS Software.

Secretaries of State WCD Departments attended today's function through video

conferencing. Representatives of UNICEF and senior officers of the WCD Ministry wre

also present on the occasion.

NB/UD
END

Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



crackIAS.com
cr

ac
kIA

S.co
m

www.economictimes.indiatimes.com 2017-7-22

Government mulls insurance cover for digital transaction frauds
NEW DELHI: The government is "very seriously" considering the recommendations of the
Chandrababu Naidu committee on digital payment security, including insurance cover for the
victims of fraudulent digital transactions, a union minister said on Friday.

In response to a question by Samajwadi Party MP Naresh Agrawal, Union Electronics and
Information Technology Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad told the Rajya Sabha that the number of
digital transactions in the country was rising and hence the concern for their security.

"The government is very seriously considering the recommendations made by the Chandrababu
Naidu committee. And I am in principle for it (idea of insurance)," Prasad said.

The Committee of Chief Ministers on Digital Payment, chaired by Chief Minister of Andhra
Pradesh N. Chandrababu Naidu, has in its interim report suggested several measures for digital
payment security, including an insurance scheme to cover losses incurred in digital transactions
on account of fraud, etc.

The report suggests that in order to address the apprehension of the general public in adopting
digital payments, the scheme should target low-ticket transactions to cover the vulnerable sections
like small merchants, farmers etc.

Prasad said the number of fraudulent digital transactions in comparison to the total number of
digital transactions was negligible and the government was taking steps to curb those frauds.

"Around 1,200 crore digital transactions take place annually in the country. Of these, between
0.005 per cent and 0.007 per cent are fraudulent transactions," he said.

As per data presented by the minister before the House, the number of cases of frauds involving
credit cards, ATM/debit cards and Internet banking during 2015-16 was 16,468 and in 2016-17 it
was 13,653.

He said that for prepaid payment instruments, including e-wallets, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
has started maintaining provisional data of fraudulent transactions.

According to the data for March, April and May 2017, the number of fraudulent transactions is
between 0.005 per cent and 0.007 per cent of the total number of transactions.

"As per incidents reported to the Indian Computer Emergency Response Team (CERT-In), 40
phishing incidents affecting 19 financial organisations and 10 incidents affecting ATMs, Point of
Sale (POS) systems and Unified Payment Interface (UPI) have been reported during November
2016 to June 2017," Prasad said.

"As part of promotion of digital payments, the government is taking several steps to ensure that
frauds are minimised and even when an incident of this nature takes place, corrective action is
immediately taken," he added.
NEW DELHI: The government is "very seriously" considering the recommendations of the
Chandrababu Naidu committee on digital payment security, including insurance cover for the
victims of fraudulent digital transactions, a union minister said on Friday.

In response to a question by Samajwadi Party MP Naresh Agrawal, Union Electronics and
Information Technology Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad told the Rajya Sabha that the number of
digital transactions in the country was rising and hence the concern for their security.
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"The government is very seriously considering the recommendations made by the Chandrababu
Naidu committee. And I am in principle for it (idea of insurance)," Prasad said.

The Committee of Chief Ministers on Digital Payment, chaired by Chief Minister of Andhra
Pradesh N. Chandrababu Naidu, has in its interim report suggested several measures for digital
payment security, including an insurance scheme to cover losses incurred in digital transactions
on account of fraud, etc.

The report suggests that in order to address the apprehension of the general public in adopting
digital payments, the scheme should target low-ticket transactions to cover the vulnerable sections
like small merchants, farmers etc.

Prasad said the number of fraudulent digital transactions in comparison to the total number of
digital transactions was negligible and the government was taking steps to curb those frauds.

"Around 1,200 crore digital transactions take place annually in the country. Of these, between
0.005 per cent and 0.007 per cent are fraudulent transactions," he said.

As per data presented by the minister before the House, the number of cases of frauds involving
credit cards, ATM/debit cards and Internet banking during 2015-16 was 16,468 and in 2016-17 it
was 13,653.

He said that for prepaid payment instruments, including e-wallets, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
has started maintaining provisional data of fraudulent transactions.

According to the data for March, April and May 2017, the number of fraudulent transactions is
between 0.005 per cent and 0.007 per cent of the total number of transactions.

"As per incidents reported to the Indian Computer Emergency Response Team (CERT-In), 40
phishing incidents affecting 19 financial organisations and 10 incidents affecting ATMs, Point of
Sale (POS) systems and Unified Payment Interface (UPI) have been reported during November
2016 to June 2017," Prasad said.

"As part of promotion of digital payments, the government is taking several steps to ensure that
frauds are minimised and even when an incident of this nature takes place, corrective action is
immediately taken," he added.
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India performs miserably in war on inequality
NEW DELHI: India has been ranked 132 out of 152 countries in an index that rates countries by
their commitment to reducing inequality. The first report edition of the index, released recently,
showed that OECD countries headed by Sweden ranked the highest while Nigeria was at the
bottom. The US had the highest level of inequality among developed countries, though it is the
wealthiest country in history.

Ironically, Bhutan, known for coining the term 'Gross National Happiness', is ranked even lower
than India at 143. Of India's immediate neighbours, all but Nepal (81) and China (87) ranked
between 138 and 150. Given that this region is home to the largest chunk of poor people in the
world, that's worrying news.

The index and the inequality report were put together by the international NGO Oxfam and
Development Finance International to measure the efforts of governments that had pledged to
reduce inequality as part of the sustainable development goals. The index mainly focused on
redistributive actions governments can take, rather than those that would prevent rising inequality
in the first place.

"A recent study of 13 developing countries that had reduced their overall inequality level found that
69% of the reduction... was because of public services," stated the report. It added that
progressive taxation, where corporations and the richest individuals are taxed more in order to
redistribute resources and ensure the funding of public services, is a key tool for governments
committed to reducing inequality.

The report noted that government spending on health, education and social protection was
woefully low in India.

The tax structure looks reasonably progressive on paper, but in practice much of the progressive
tax is not collected, it added. India fared poorly on labour rights as well as respect for women in
the work place. The report said that if India were to reduce its inequality by a third, 170 million
people could be raised out of poverty. In contrast, it noted how Namibia had halved the poverty
rate from 53% to 23% with very high spending on health and education.
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Transfer unclaimed accruals to fund: IRDA

Insurance companies can no longer retain unclaimed amounts of policyholders if those accruals
are more than 10 years old. Such sums need to be, instead, transferred to the Senior Citizens’
Welfare Fund (SCWF) of the Centre.

“All insurers having unclaimed amounts of policyholders for a period of more than 10 years as on
September 30, 2017 need to transfer the same to the SCWF on or before March 1, 2018,”
insurance regulator IRDAI said.

The direction from the Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India has come in the
backdrop of the amendment made in April to the Senior Citizens’ Welfare Fund Rules. The
amendment expanded the purview beyond the unclaimed amounts in small savings and other
saving schemes of the Centre, PPF and EPF.

It brought in unclaimed amount lying with banks, including cooperative banks and RRBs; dividend
accounts, deposits and debentures of companies coming under the Companies Act; insurance
companies and Coal Mines PF.

Minister of State for Finance Santosh Kumar Gangwar had informed the Lok Sabha that
unclaimed deposits as on March 31, 2016, with insurers (life and non-life) totalled 11,725.45 crore,
rising sharply from the 7,227.23 crore in the previous year.

Details as to how much of the unclaimed amounts was more than ten years were not immediately
available. Unclaimed amounts include sum payable as death claim, maturity claim, survival
benefit, premium due for refund and indemnity claims.

Such expenditure needs expeditious resolution of stressed loan problem: Crisil
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Policy boosts care for blood disorders

People living with Thalassaemia, sickle cell anaemia and other variant haemoglobins can now look
forward to better screening and treatment, based on the Union Health and Family Welfare
Ministry’s new policy.

The Ministry recently released a policy on the Prevention and Control of haemoglobinopathies in
India.

Supported by the National Health Mission, Blood Cell and the Rashtriya Bal Swasthya Karyakram,
the guidelines provide for screening of pregnant women during antenatal check-up, pre-marital
counselling at college level and one-time screening for variant anaemia in children.

The Minister of State (Health and Family Welfare) Anupriya Patel stated this in a written reply in
the Rajya Sabha on July 18.

Thalassaemia and sickle cell anaemia are the most frequently encountered ‘rare blood disorders’
in the country and impose a significant economic burden on families. The policy aims at creating
treatment protocol benchmarks, to improve the quality of life of patients.

It is also a guide on prevention and control, which includes antenatal and prenatal testing to
reduce the incidence of live haemoglobin disorder births (currently pegged at 10,000-15,000 live
births a year).

Using public health awareness programmes and education, it highlights various
haemoglobinopathies. The guidelines include the creation of a national registry to plan future
patient services. The registry will also collect useful data, such as the location of patients to
identify areas of high concentration, ethnicity or other characteristics, age distribution, records of
deaths and their cause.

Shobha Tuli, president of the Federation of Indian Thalassaemics, who contributed to the policy,
said it was a big step to prevent haemoglobinopathies.

‘Provide all drugs’

“Since not more than 20% of patients can afford treatment, the government should ensure that all
patients get it free. Such free treatment is given in States such as Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, West
Bengal, Odisha and Karnataka besides Delhi, and others should follow suit. All chelation drugs
should be made available free because one drug does not suit all,” she said.

The policy, however, makes no reference to carrier testing for relatives of patients.

Namitha A. Kumar from the Centre for Health Ecologies and Technology (CHET), who is also
living with Thalassaemia said people with the genetic disorder unknowingly pass it on to their
children, as preventive checks are not the norm in India.

“In Pakistan, a law making carrier testing compulsory for relatives of Thalassaemia patients was
passed in February. A similar system is in place in Dubai, Abu Dhabi and Saudi Arabia. I wish it
could be made compulsory here too,” she said.

Cecil Reuben Ross, Head of the Department of Medicine and Haematology in St. John’s Medical
College Hospital, hailed the policy but said testing had to be voluntary.
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“There is more awareness about the condition now, especially after the Indian Council of Medical
Research took up screening of 50,000 antenatal mothers and 50,000 college students a few years
ago. “Testing cannot be made compulsory and people should opt for it. A concerted effort by
people as well as government will help ,” Dr. Ross said.

Lifestyle-related risk factors are being cited, compounded by an inadequate number of treatment
centres in the region

Without policies to stop the worrying spread of antimicrobial resistance, the mortality rate could be
disturbing

END

Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



crackIAS.com
cr

ac
kIA

S.co
m

www.thehindu.com 2017-7-29

Not just a question of weeks

On Friday, the Supreme Court of India declined the abortion request of a 10-year-old rape survivor
who was reportedly 32 weeks pregnant. Doctors who examined the adolescent opined that an
abortion at this stage posed a risk to her life. Under the circumstances, the court could not have
done much else. But this decision must be looked at in contrast to the recent landmark decision by
the Supreme Court allowing an adult mother to abort her over-20 week foetus. The top court’s
decision was not the first time that it had made an exception from the existing law. Like always, it
relied on a report of a medical board which said that the infant was likely to suffer from a severe
mental injury or cardiac problems that would require multiple surgeries. As is evident, leniency is
not always extended from the existing legislation.

The Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act stipulates a cap of 20 weeks within which an abortion
can be performed. While advising an abortion, medical practitioners are expected to evaluate
whether continuing with the pregnancy would involve a risk to the life of the mother or cause grave
injury to her physical and mental health. Alternatively, the decision is based on whether there
would be a substantial risk of the child being handicapped by physical or mental abnormalities.
Notably, the Act also provides that if any of these medical eventualities is likely to arise, then the
mother’s actual or foreseeable environment must also be taken into consideration.

The 20-week cap is somewhat arbitrary and has drawn rightful criticism. Foetal impairments often
get detected at the ultrasound done between 18 to 22 weeks, when the foetus is said to have
“substantially developed”. But in a country where a majority of expectant mothers still seek advice
from midwives and Accredited Social Health Activists (ASHA), ultrasounds are only done when
something “unusual” is suspected. Perhaps taking note of this, the government, in 2016, launched
the Pradhan Mantri Surakshit Matritva Abhiyan under which doctors at private and government
facilities are required to provide free antenatal care on the ninth of every month. While ultrasounds
are also covered, some ASHAs report that free ultrasounds are often not offered.

In fact, even before this programme, the government, in 2014, introduced the Medical Termination
of Pregnancy (Amendment) Bill. A step forward, it proposed increasing the abortion ceiling limit
from 20 to 24 weeks. It introduced the concept of “substantial foetal abnormalities” — in which
case the time period of pregnancy is irrelevant — and widened the scope of who could carry out
the abortions by introducing the term “registered health care provider”, which included recognised
practitioners of Ayurveda, Unani and homoeopathy.

Unfortunately, the Bill is still awaiting approval. The Prime Minister’s Office is reported to have
returned the proposed amendments and called for stricter implementation of the law. It believes
that amendments to the Act are likely to give rise to illegal sex selection and abortion rackets.

In contrast, the World Health Organisation notes: “Legal restrictions on abortion do not result in
fewer abortions nor do they result in significant increases in birth rates. Conversely, laws and
policies that facilitate access to safe abortion do not increase the rate or number of abortions. The
principal effect is to shift previously clandestine, unsafe procedures to legal and safe ones.
Restricting legal access to abortion does not decrease the need for abortion, but it is likely to
increase the number of women seeking illegal and unsafe abortions, leading to increased
morbidity and mortality. Legal restrictions also lead many women to seek services in other
countries/states, which is costly, delays access and creates social inequities.”

The WHO report also says that “laws and policies on abortion should protect women’s health and
their human rights. Regulatory, policy and programmatic barriers that hinder access to and timely
provision of safe abortion care should be removed.” While at present, petitions questioning the
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constitutional validity of the Act are pending before the Supreme Court in India, in the past,
provisions of the Act have been held to be reasonable restrictions placed on the exercise of
reproductive choices. The court has observed that in the case of pregnant women, there is also a
“compelling state interest” in protecting the life of the prospective child. Therefore, the termination
of a pregnancy is only permitted when the conditions specified are fulfilled.

But from a women’s rights perspective, should not a pregnant mother have the right to decide
whether to go through full-term when there is even the slightest chance of a foetal infirmity and not
“substantial foetal abnormalities”? It is fair to state that no woman who voluntarily chose to get
pregnant is likely to seek an abortion unless there are compelling circumstances. Should not the
wishes and desires of the person who will be the caretaker be considered?

Abortion the world over is a sensitive topic. Arguments cut both ways. Each country has its own
time limit within which the pregnancy may be terminated, but in most cases it’s more than 20
weeks. Given the advancements in medical science, a lot of abnormalities can be determined by
an ultrasound midway through a pregnancy. Unfortunately, there appear to be no guidelines
relating to the conduct of ultrasounds. As a starting point, we need uniformity in medical
standards. Simultaneously, the long-pending Bill, which took into account some of the changed
circumstances, needs to get passed. It would be helpful alongside to also lay down objective
standards to be followed by health-care providers so that every case does not fall in the court’s
cradle. If the cord isn’t cut, we will continue to rely on court-ordered termination of pregnancies,
which, most times, is not the desired route for the delivery of justice in abortion cases.

Satvik Varma is a litigation counsel and corporate attorney based in New Delhi

The new U.S. Fed Chairman is unlikely to opt for policies that might upset the President’s plan
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Ministry of Health releases Operational Guidelines for Planning and Implementation of Family
Participatory Care
Ministry of Health releases Operational Guidelines for Planning and Implementation of
Family Participatory Care

Ministry of Health and Family Welfare recently released Operational Guidelines for
Planning and Implementation of Family Participatory Care (FPC) for improving newborn
health. The guidelines will serve as a guiding document for those intending to introduce
FPC in their facility as an integral part of facility based newborn care. The document also
provides details of infrastructure, training, role of health care providers and steps in the
operationalization of FPC in the newborn care unit. The operational guidelines of FPC are
for all stakeholders involved in the process of planning and delivering newborn care.

The guidelines also addresses various aspects of attitudes, infrastructural modifications
and practice that will help in establishing FPC at Special Newborn Care Units (SNCU)
such as sensitization of State and District Managers on FPC, prioritization of SNCUs for
initiating FPC, making required infrastructural enhancement in SNCU, creating family
participatory care environment in SNCU, ensuring availability of supplies for parents-
attendants, training of SNCU staff for SNCU, role of healthcare providers for FPC
implementation and institutional support for FPC.

Under FPC, the capacities of parents-attendants are built in newborn care through a
structured training programme (audio -visual module and a training guide). The staff at
newborn care unit will provide continuous supervision and support. Provisions for
infrastructure and logistics strengthening required for implementing FPC are ensured in
the annual state Program Implementation Plan (PIP). The guidelines will be shared with
the States for implementation and it is expected that these guidelines when implemented
by States would further improve the quality of care being provided in the SNCUs across
the country.

Sick and newborn are highly vulnerable and require careful nurturing in order to survive
the neonatal period and first year of life. Under National Health Mission, more than 700
state of the art Special Newborn Care Units (SNCU) have been established across the
country to provide 24 X 7 comprehensive care to the newborns by dedicated trained staff.

In the recent years, it is realized that if parents are trained, during the stay of their babies
in the hospital, to provide supportive care to their sick and newborns, it will help in not
only improving survival of the babies after discharge but will also provide for psycho-
social and developmental needs of the newborn. In this regard, Family Participatory Care
has emerged as an important concept of health care which provides for partnership
between health care staff and families in care of sick newborns admitted in the SNCU.

MV/SK
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Shri Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi launches “Jiyo Parsi Publicity Phase-2” in Mumbai
Shri Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi launches “Jiyo Parsi Publicity Phase-2” in Mumbai

 Union Minister of State (Independent Charge) for Minority Affairs & Parliamentary Affairs Shri

Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi today said here that the NDA Government has been working with

commitment to “inclusive growth” and “Antyodaya” to ensure prosperity, security and dignity of the

last person of the society.

 Addressing a large number of people from Parsi community and renowned personalities
from various fields at the launch of “Jiyo Parsi Publicity Phase-2” at Mumbai, Shri Naqvi said that
Parsi community has immense contribution in nation building and Parsi community has been a
“role model” for other communities for its culture and traditions. The Parsi community has given so
many great people who have been “architects of nation building”.

 Shri Naqvi said that even though the Parsi community is a very small minority community
in India, there is no doubt that the Parsi community is one of the most liberal, aware towards
education and an example of “peace and harmony”.

 Shri Naqvi said that Jamshetji Tata played a crucial role in industrial development of India;
Dadabhai Naoroji and Madam Bhikaji Cama played an important role in India’s freedom struggle;
Homi J Bhabha is “father of Indian nuclear programme. Field Marshall Sam Manekshaw’s service
to the nation will be remembered always. Be it industry, military service, legal service, architecture
or civil services, the Parsi community has always shown its talent.

Shri Naqvi said that declining population of Parsi community in India is a matter of concern.
“Jiyo Parsi Publicity Phase-1” was initiated in 2013 for containing the declining trend of population
of the Parsi community and reverse it to bring their population above the threshold level.

The main objective of the “Jiyo Parsi” scheme is to reverse the declining trend of Parsi
population by adopting a scientific protocol and structured interventions, stabilize their population
and increase the population of Parsis in India. Ministry of Minority Affairs’ scheme has two
components: Medical Assistance and Advocacy/Counselling. The scheme has been successful.
101 babies have been born in Parsi community through “Jiyo Parsi” scheme.

Shri Naqvi said that Parzor Foundation was an important link between the Parsi community
and the government in success of “Jiyo Parsi” scheme. And the Tata Institute of Social Sciences
(TISS), Mumbai; the Bombay Parsi Punchayet (BPP) and Federation of Zoroastrian Anjumans of
India have also played a key role in this regard.

These organisations have been publicising the scheme through outreach programmes like
seminars, workshops, publicity, brochures, Parsi journals and other advocacy programmes and
awareness campaign.
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The HEERA conundrum

The Central Government (CG) plans to dissolve the All India Council for Technical Education
(AICTE) and the University Grants Commission (UGC) and replace them with a single body,
tentatively titled Higher Education Empowerment Regulation Agency (HEERA). According to
statements made by the Human Resource Development Minister, having a single statutory body
for higher education will simplify and consolidate the mass of regulations and compliances that
currently operate in the sector.

Background

Policy analysts and experts have been advocating replacement of AICTE and UGC with a more
efficient regime for a long time. The National Knowledge Commission (NKC), which was
constituted in 2005 under the chairmanship of Sam Pitroda to recommend reforms in the
education sector, found that there was a multiplicity of regulators prescribing standards and
minimum norms for higher education institutions. This meant that the barriers to entry for new
higher education institutions were high and often overlapped with each other, leading to confusion
and disorganisation. Accordingly, NKC recommended creation of an Independent Regulatory
Authority for Higher Education (IRAHE), which would function at an arm’s length from all
concerned stakeholders, accord degree-granting status to universities, set standards for higher
education and award licences to accreditation agencies.

Further, the Yashpal Committee, constituted in 2009 with the mandate of advising on “renovation
and rejuvenation of the education sector”, identified a need for a “drastic overhaul” of the higher
education system. The committee concluded that if higher education was to be seen as an
integrated whole, the governance of professional education could not be separated from that of
general education; there ought to exist a “single, all-encompassing higher education authority”,
which could regulate the sector on a pan-India basis.

Considering the above, the CG’s initiative for introduction of a single independent regulator in the
higher education space is welcome. Details regarding the HEERA proposal are being ironed out.
The National Institution for Transforming India and the Ministry of Human Resource Development
are in the process of drafting both a formal proposal to introduce HEERA, and the legislation which
would govern HEERA (HEERA Law).

Powers of UGC

At present, the UGC has two primary responsibilities: (a) providing funds to educational
institutions; and (b) coordinating, determining and maintaining standards in institutions of higher
education.

An indicative list of the functions covered under UGC’s mandate is set out as follows: promoting
and coordinating education in universities, determining and maintaining standards for teaching,
examination and research in universities, framing regulations on minimum standards for
education, disbursing grants to universities and colleges, liaising between the CG, State
governments and higher educational institutions, and advising the CG and State governments on
possible policy measures to improve higher education in India.

Powers of AICTE

AICTE is a professional council constituted by the CG to govern technical education in India.
AICTE’s objectives include: promoting quality in technical education, planning the co-ordination
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and development of the technical education system and regulation of technical education and
maintenance of norms and standards for technical education in India.

Necessity

The jurisdiction of AICTE and UGC often tends to overlap. Given that UGC governs universities
and prescribes minimum standards for higher education, and AICTE performs similar functions for
the stream of ‘technical education’, there are many cases where institutions fall under the domain
of both UGC and AICTE, for example, a college affiliated to a university which is recognised by the
UGC may also be called upon by AICTE to obtain its approval. This is where the problem of
multiplicity arises leading to lack of clarity over which regulations to conform to.

It appears that often the idea of conforming to two sets of norms set out by both regulatory bodies
can be a huge barrier for setting up of nascent institutions. Even for existing institutions,
overlapping and complex regulations make regulatory compliance burdensome.

The multiple sets of rules and sub-regulations prescribed by UGC and AICTE, unfortunately, seem
to have acted as a deterrent to the development of premier educational institutions. There has
long been a need for change in the regime governing higher education in India. Industry players
opine that there has been little room for business development in the area, while state authorities
lament the difficulty they have faced in enforcing overlapping, often labyrinthine compliances.
Further, the separation between the standards governing technical and non-technical education is
seen as unnecessary and illusory.

Clearly there is a need to smoothen existing procedures and ensure their efficient enforcement. It
is in this light that the CG has proposed to bring HEERA into existence. The introduction of a
unified regulator would minimise administrative delays and remove jurisdictional ambiguity.
Sponsoring bodies of institutes of higher education would no longer be required to approach
multiple authorities for clearances, which is likely to promote ease of development of institutions of
higher learning. Furthermore, HEERA is expected to have sharper teeth than the extant AICTE
and UGC: the HEERA Law is likely to empower HEERA to take strict penal action against
defaulting institutions. Thus far, both private players and governmental authorities seem pleased
with the idea of a single, unified regulator to govern the higher education space.

However, these sentiments are in most part contingent on stakeholders’ expectations regarding
the manner in which HEERA will function on the ground, once formalised. In the immediate future,
one could expect more complexity in an already complex sector once the interim reform measures
by way of amendments to prevailing higher education regulations are announced.

The authors are executive director, principal associate and associate respectively at
Khaitan & Co.

As the new academic session has begun, elections are not very far. Should colleges have student
political parties? Freshers speak up.
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Cabinet approves creation of one post each of Vice-Chairperson and Member in the National
Commission for Safai Karamcharis
Cabinet

Cabinet approves creation of one post each of Vice-
Chairperson and Member in the National Commission for
Safai Karamcharis

Posted On: 04 JUL 2018 2:26PM by PIB Delhi

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approvedthe creation of one
post each of Vice-Chairperson and Member in the National Commission for Safai Karmacharis.

The decision is intended to optimize functioning of the Commission and for fulfilling desired
objectives of welfare and development of the target group.

Background:

The National Commission for SafaiKarmacharis is working for the welfare of both
SafaiKaramcharis and Manual Sacavengers. It is mandated to work towards elimination of
inequalities in status facilities and opportunities for SafaiKaramcharis and has an important role to
ensure rehabilitation of all the identified manual scavengers on a time-bound basis. Under Section
31 of the Prohibition of Employment as Manual Scavengers and their Rehabilitation Act 2013, the
Commission is to perform functions namely:

To monitor the implementation of the Act;a.

To enquire into complaints regarding contravention of provisions of the Act; anda.
To advice Central and State Governments for effective implementation of the Act.b.

 

****

AKT/VBA/SH

(Release ID: 1537551) Visitor Counter : 283

Read this release in: Marathi , Gujarati , Tamil
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Four-Year Achievements & Initiatives of the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation
Ministry of Statistics & Programme Implementation

Four-Year Achievements & Initiatives of the Ministry of
Statistics and Programme Implementation

Posted On: 03 JUL 2018 6:22PM by PIB Delhi

Union Minister for Statistics and Programme Implementation, Shri D.V. Sadananda Gowda today
addressed media on the four-year achievements of the Ministry. Shri Vijay Goel, Minister of State
for Statistics and Programme Implementation was also present.

 

2.         The last four years have been very significant years in terms of major policy decisions and
adoption of new technology and systems for more efficient and effective data management and
dissemination. The major initiatives undertaken during the last four years to further improve
statistical system to meet data requirements in emerging socio-economic scenario of the country
included the following:

 

The Government adopted the United Nations Fundamental Principles of Official Statistics in
2016 for promoting good practices and professional ethics in production and dissemination of
Official Statistics. In furtherance of these Principles, a National Policy on Official Statistics is
being evolved.

i.

 

The Collection of Statistics (Amendment) Act, 2017 was enacted to extend the jurisdiction of
Collection of Statistics Act, 2008 to the State of Jammu & Kashmir.

i.

 

Base year revision for estimates of Gross Domestic Product (GDP), Index of Industrial
Production (IIP) and Consumer Price Index Number (CPI) were carried out. Steps have been
initiated for next revision of base years.

i.

 

Government has recently constituted a Committee for Sub-National Accounts under the
Chairmanship of Prof. Ravindra H. Dholakia, ex-IIM, to upgrade existing norms and evolve
new ones for computation of economic data at State and District levels for revision of the
base year of GDP. The earlier such Committee was set up in the year 1972.

i.

 

The Ministry notified General Guidelines on Quality Assurance for Official Statistics in April,
2018 for voluntary compliance by Government agencies for improving quality of statistical
products as per the Generic National Quality Assurance Framework endorsed by the United
Nations Statistical Commission.

i.
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The Ministry has also notified General Guidelines on Socio-Economic Indices in April, 2018 to
help the Government agencies in improving the quality of indices like the CPI, IIP and WPI.

i.

 

To address the demand for more frequent data on employment and unemployment, the
Ministry launched Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS) in April, 2017.

i.

 

Draft National Indicator Framework has been developed for monitoring progress on
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

i.

 

As part of Digital India Initiative of the Government, the Minsitry introduced new digital
technologies for data collection, compilation and dissemination. The Ministry has developed a
web based micro data archive to enable users to access the data of socio-economic surveys
and economic census.

i.

 

The Ministry has participated in Smart India Hackathon 2018 organised at Hubli for promoting
innovation in Official Statistics. The prototype solutions developed by teams of engineering
students are being considered for refinements.

i.

 

The National Statistical System Training Academy (NSSTA) of the Ministry has imparted
trainings on official statistics to more than 2700 personnel in 132 different courses.

i.

 

Through its scheme of Support for State Statistical Strengthening Program the Ministry has
provided financial assistance of Rs. 276 crore to 14 States/UTs for improving their Statistical
Systems and more States/UTs are joining the scheme.

i.

 

During the last four years, NSSO has conducted all India surveys on diverse topics of
relevance such as Land & livestock holdings, Housing conditions, unorganised Enterprises,
Domestic Tourism, education, and health.

i.

 

The results of 6thEconomic Census were released in 2016 to provide a list frame of all
enterprises and establishments engaged in various economic activities, and data on nature of
activities and employment size.

i.

 

Indian Statistical Institute (ISI) is an autonomous body under the Ministry. The R.C. Bose
Centre for Cryptology and Security was set up in the Indian Statistical Institute for conducting
research in the field of cryptology and security and organize training courses in the subject
area. The ISI has also established Sampling and Official Statistical Unit (SOSU) at Kolkata for
undertaking research in the theoretical, applied statistics and economics. Financial support
was provided to ISI for development of infrastructure of Tezpur (Assam) Centre.

i.
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Government has taken various steps to strengthen statistical systems in North-Eastern
Region. Funding of Rs.  46.76 crore was provided to North-Eastern States of Sikkim, Mizoram
and Manipur States for strengthening of their statistical systems and for improved data flow.
Financial Assistance of Rs. 14.80 crore has been provided to the Directorates of Economics &
Statistics of NE States to carry out various surveys of NSSO and strengthen and extend the
reach of surveys in North-Eastern region.The process of opening of two new Regional Offices
of NSSO at Aizwal (Mizoram) and Itanagar (Arunachal Pradesh) and upgrading two Sub
Regional Offices at Agartala (Tripura) and Imphal (Manipur) in North-East has been initiated.

i.

 

Consistent to the federal spirit, the Ministry has been conducting annual conferences of
Central and State statistical organizations in which common statistical issues are discussed
and shorted out.

i.

 

India has been actively participating at various international statistical forums. India hosted
the 8th Meeting of Heads of National Statistics Offices of BRICS nations in 2016 at Jaipur,
and the 8th Meeting of Heads of SAARC Statistical organizations in 2016 at Delhi. India has
also participated in the International Comparison Programme (ICP) of United Nations
Statistical Commission over the years.

i.

 

Government has declared 29th June, the birth anniversary of Late Prof. P. C. Mahalanobis, as
Statistics Day. A theme is announced on each Statistics Day for focusing attention by
statistical agencies for a year. The 12th Statistics Day was celebrated on 29th June, 2018,
which was the 125th birth anniversary of Late Prof. Mahalanobis. The theme “Quality
Assurance in Official Statistics” was announced on this day. A commemorative coin of Rs 125
and circulation coin of Rs 5 denomination were released by Hon’ble Vice President of India.

i.

 

A number of amendments have been made in the Guidelines for Members of Parliament
Local Area Development Scheme (MPLADS) during the last four years to cater to the welfare
requirements of the general public, including convergence with flagship schemes of the
Government. A new Integrated MPLADS portal has been developed for use of all the
stakeholders. It provides a single point of reference for all stakeholders including Hon’ble
MPs, District authorities and general public at large, thus brining transparency and
accountability in execution of works carried out under the Scheme. All MPLAD fund releases
are being made only through this website. An informative dashboard has been developed for
the MPLADS which provides information at various levels and time lines.

i.

 

The Ministry is responsible for monitoring of Central Sector Infrastructure Projects costing Rs.
150 crore or more. As on 01.03.2018, a total of such 1304 projects are being monitored
through Online Computerised Monitoring System (OCMS). During last four years, the number
of projects under monitoring has increased from 710 to 1304. The monitoring has resulted in
reduction of cost overrun with respect to original cost from 19.4% in March, 2014 to 13.4% in

i.
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February, 2018 and reduction in the time overrun with respect to original schedule from about
30% in 2014 to 20% in 2018.

 

***
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Over 51 lakh dwelling units sanctioned in 3 years under PMAY (U)

Over 51 lakh houses have been sanctioned against the demand of one crore in the last three
years under the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (Urban), the Urban Affairs Ministry said on Sunday.
Over 28 lakh units are under construction and eight lakh houses have been completed. The
Ministry aims at large-scale construction of houses for the urban poor.PTI
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Discriminatory practice: on reservation for the disabled

Reports suggest that Jawaharlal Nehru University in New Delhi may have been in violation of
disability reservation provisions in student selection and faculty recruitment. The matter came to
light when the aspirants who appeared for the M.Phil/PhD entrance examination did not get their
final results, even though results for other degree courses were out around two months ago. In
May, the JNU administration put up a notice on its website that stated, “This is for information of all
that declaration of results of JNUEE 2018-19 for M.Phil/Ph.D. programme has been delayed, as
the matter is sub judice.”

The reason it is sub judice is that a writ petition was filed by the National Federation of the Blind
(NFB) challenging the non-fulfilment of reservation requirements for the differently abled in
admissions to M.Phil. and PhD courses. Similarly, in the latest advertisement for faculty
recruitment by the university, not a single post was reserved for differently abled persons. This
matter too went to the Delhi High Court after a plea was made by an NGO, Sambhavna.

This is not just one case relating to a single institution; it is the proverbial tip of the iceberg.
Pervasive violations of disability reservation in the last two decades show a lack of progressive
intent on the part of the authorities. This flies in the face of Parliament passing the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities (RPwD) Bill and enacting it as a law in 2016.

On paper, the RPwD Act appears commendable as it has increased the quota of reservation for
persons with benchmark disabilities from 3% to 4% in government jobs and from 3% to 5% in
higher educational institutions. Since the Act came into force, there have been multiple instances
of persons with disabilities having to fight their cases in courts to ensure that government and
educational institutions comply with the disability reservation provisions.

In government jobs and higher educational institutions, where the total seats offered are fewer,
disability reservation takes a back seat. The argument often given by authorities is that due to the
paucity of seats, the disability reservation cannot even be calculated. Many premier educational
institutions and various State governments have been in violation of the prior Persons with
Disabilities Act of 1995 and of the RPwD Act, 2016. The system is designed such that disability is
seen as the inability of a person and therefore many differently abled candidates are not recruited,
additionally contributing to the mounting huge backlog of vacancies.

Many think that persons selected under reserved categories, especially under the differently abled
category, are not meritorious candidates and their selection brings down the quality of institutions
in which they are selected. If this mindset prevails, we must expect the systemic violation of
disability reservation to continue.

The writer is a Junior Research Fellow at the School of International Studies, JNU
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This refers to the tendency to form friendships and other forms of interpersonal relationships with
people we come across often in our daily lives.
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PM interacts with members of Self Help Groups across the country through video bridge
Prime Minister's Office

PM interacts with members of Self Help Groups across the
country through video bridge

Posted On: 12 JUL 2018 1:35PM by PIB Delhi

The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi, today interacted with the members of Self Help Groups
from across the country and beneficiaries of Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana, through video bridge.
The interaction covered over one crore women representing various Self Help Groups.  This is the
ninth interaction in the series by the Prime Minister through video conference with the beneficiaries
of various Government schemes.

Expressing happiness in interacting with women from Self Help Groups of various states, Prime
Minister said that each member is an inspiring example of resolution, collective efforts and
entrepreneurship.  He said that women are enterprising, have enormous inner strength for self-
reliance during odd circumstances, and they need only opportunities to perform. He added that it
is impossible to imagine many sectors especially agriculture and diary, without the contribution of
women. This is the true spirit of women empowerment all over the country.

Narendra Modi during the interaction said that Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana- National Rural
Livelihood Mission has been started in all states. He added that the aim of the scheme is to reach
crores of poor households in 2.5 lakh gram panchayats and provide them sustainable livelihood
opportunities. He also congratulated all States and Officials in the successful implementation of
the scheme.

Talking about Self Help Groups (SHGs), Prime Minister said that Self Help Groups play a very
important role in the economic and social advancement of poor, especially for women from rural
strata of society. He said that the number of SHGs have quadrupled over the last four years
compared to 2011-2014 period, generating employment and creating entrepreneurs in rural areas.
In three years between 2011 and 2014, only five lakh Self Help Groups were formed covering 52
lakh families whereas additional 20 lakh Self Help Groups covering 2.25 core families were formed
since 2014.

Government is also providing training, financial assistance and opportunities to promote Self Help
Groups throughout the country. Through Mahila Kisan Sashaktikaran Pariyojna, training has been
given to over 33 lakh women farmers. At present there are 45 lakh Self Help Groups with active
participation of around five crore women all over rural India.

Prime Minister said that special attention is given to skill development of rural youth through
Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana. Training is given for employment as well as self-employment to
meet the aspirations of youth for a better life. He added that about 28 lakh youth have been
trained in skill development through 600 Rural Self-Employment Training Institute and around 19
lakh have been employed.  

During the interaction, Prime Minister talked about the importance of value addition and value
chain approach. He urged the Self Help Groups to register in the Government e-Market Place
(GeM) to sell their produce.
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Interacting with the Prime Minister, the members shared their experiences and success stories
associated with Self Help Groups. Prime Minister appreciated how poor women with their self-
confidence and strength fought against all adversities. Women beneficiaries also explained how
Self Help Groups have ushered in a positive change in their lives. Prime Minister asked the
beneficiaries to send their success stories with photos along with their ideas through Narendra
Modi App.

*******
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Union Minister for Minority Affairs Shri Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi stressed upon Empowerment of
Minorities
Ministry of Minority Affairs

Union Minister for Minority Affairs Shri Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi
stressed upon Empowerment of Minorities

Addressed National Conference of Principal Secretaries/
Secretaries In-Charge of States/UTs dealing with Minority
Affairs

Posted On: 16 JUL 2018 12:19PM by PIB Delhi

Union Minister for Minority Affairs Shri Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi today said here that a campaign has
been started by the government on war-footing to provide basic amenities to ensure educational
empowerment of girls belonging to Minority communities in 308 districts across the country.

 

Addressing National Conference of Principal Secretaries/Secretaries In-Charge of states/UTs
dealing with Minority affairs organised here, Shri Naqvi said that the Central Government, keeping
in mind the educational empowerment and employment oriented skill development of Minority
girls, is providing school, college, polytechnic, girls hostel, ITI, skill development centre etc under
“Pradhanmantri Jan Vikas karykram” in those “backward and ignored” areas which had been
deprived of these facilities since the Independence.

 

Shri Naqvi said that the lack of such facilities was the reason behind low literacy rate among
Minorities, especially Muslim girls.  During the last 4 years, under MsDP, 16 Degree Colleges,
2019 School Building, 37,267 Additional Classrooms, 1141 Hostels, 170 Industrial Training
Institutes(ITIs), 48 Polytechnics, 38,736 Anganwadi Centres, 3,48,624 lAY(PMAY) houses, 340
Sadbhavna Mandaps, 67 Residential Schools, 436 Market sheds, 4436 Health Projects etc have
been constructed by the Modi Government. This has led to significant improvement in lives of
weaker sections, Minorities especially women.

 

The Minister informed that “Pradhan Mantri Jan Vikas Karyakram” (PMJVK) has been proved to
be an effective mission of Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi-led NDA Government to fulfil the
commitment to “Development with Dignity” and “Inclusive Growth”. He said that 80 percent of the
resources under the PMJVK have been earmarked for projects related to education, health and
skill development. About 33 to 40 percent of resources under the PMJVK have been specifically
allocated for women centric projects. The revised scheme is further leading to lessening of the gap
between the national average and the minority communities with regard to backwardness
parameters. Earlier only those Cluster of Villages which were having at-least 50% population of
Minority Community were taken. The population criteria has been lowered to 25% with the
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commitment to “inclusive growth”. Inclusion of Minority Concentration District Headquarters along
with the Minority Concentration Towns having population more than 25,000, Minority
Concentration Blocks and Cluster of Villages as per Census, 2011 data, has extended the
coverage of population of minority communities.

 

Shri Naqvi said that under PMJVK, land of State Government/State Government bodies, land of
other organisations such as Security Organizations, Waqf, Gram Panchayat can also be utilised
for various educational, skill development projects. The state governments have equal
responsibility to ensure better and effective implementation and success of PMJVK.

 

Shri Naqvi said that socio-economic-educational empowerment of Minorities, weaker sections,
poor is equal responsibility of the Centre as well as the states. He said that steps taken by the
Modi Government aimed at inclusive growth has ensured that today Minorities have been brought
into mainstream development. Schemes such as “Seekho aur Kamao”, “Usttad”, “Garib Nawaz
Kaushal Vikas Yojana”, “Nai Manzil”, “Nai Roushni”, “Begum Hazrat Mahal Girls scholarships” etc
have proved to be the guarantee of empowerment of Minorities especially girls.

 

Shri Naqvi said that during last 4 years, 2 crore 66 lakh students belonging to poor and weaker
sections of Minorities have been benefitted from various scholarships. More than 5 lakh 43
thousand youths have been provided employment and employment opportunities through job-
oriented skill development schemes such as “Seekho aur Kamao”,
“Usttad”, “Garib Nawaz Kaushal Vikas Yojana”, “Nai Manzil” etc. “Nai Roushni”, “Begum Hazrat
Mahal Girls scholarships” etc have benefitted 1 crore 21 lakh girls and women.

 

Principal Secretaries/Secretaries In-Charge of Minority Affairs of more than 17 states/UTs
attended today’s national conference.

 

In the conference, officials of Minority Affairs Ministry gave detailed presentation to representatives
of the states/UTs on PMJVK, different scholarships, skill development schemes, Waqf, National
Minorities Development and Finance Corporation (NMDFC) and various schemes of Maulana
Azad Education Foundation. On the occasion, MoU was signed between NMDFC and State
Channelizing Agencies.

 

******

JN/FH/IA
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National Conference of State/UT Ministers-in-charge of Women & Child development held in New
Delhi today with focus on women and child safety
Ministry of Women and Child Development

National Conference of State/UT Ministers-in-charge of
Women & Child development held in New Delhi today with
focus on women and child safety

Smt Maneka Sanjay Gandhi urges States for speedy
registration of Child Care Institution and linking them to
CARA

Posted On: 17 JUL 2018 5:48PM by PIB Delhi

A high level National Conference of State/UT Ministers-in-charge of Women & Child
development was held in New Delhi today. The meeting was chaired by the Union
Minister of Women and Child development, Smt. Maneka Sanjay Gandhi in the
presence of the Minister of State for WCD, Dr. Virendra Kumar. The conference was
attended by the Ministers from States of Bihar, Delhi, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh,
Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, Assam, Tripura, Meghalaya and
Manipur. The remaining States were represented by the Secretary level and other high
level officers the State WCD Department. The National Level Conference was held with
the objective to discuss issues pertaining to safety of women and children as well as
Poshan Abhiyan with the purpose to direct and seek the support of State Governments
to further their effective implementation.

Addressing the conference, Smt. Maneka Gandhi said that during the last 4 years, the
Centre has been diligently working on issues of women and child safety, adoptions,
nutrition and women empowerment among others. Setting agenda for the conference
Smt. Maneka Gandhi highlighted various mile stones achieved by the Ministry. She
said that in order to enhance the infrastructure for Women Safety, the capacity of
forensic laboratories is being increased from 1500 samples presently to a size of 50000
by setting up new forensic labs at Chandigarh and other places. She urged every state
to have their own forensic lab to speed up investigation related to cases of women
safety.

The Minister drew the attention of states to the issues concerning Child Abuse and
asked for wider dissemination of information about e-Box for complaints from children
on child abuse; and SHe-Box online complaints portal for sexual harassment at work
for Women. She also appealed to the States to implement 33% women composition in
police forces to enable a fearless atmosphere for women affected by crimes. She also
requested the States to train women sarpanches to enable them to govern villages
effectively.
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Speaking on child safety and adoption, the Minister drew the attention of the
participants to compulsorily register all the child care institutions in the State and link
them with CARA for proper monitoring. The Minister also said that there is need for
States to invest in cradle centers to make available more destitute children for adoption.
Among other issues discussed were filming of short film Komal on Good & Bad touch in
schools, strengthening States National Commission for Women, Mahila- e-Haat,
Rashtriya Mahila Kosh, victim compensation scheme for acid attack victims and
eliciting proposals for working Women hostels etc. The Minister urged the
representatives  from States to share any best practices and innovative ideas to further
the objective of women and child safety and welfare in the country.

The Minister of State for WCD, Dr. Virendra Kumar in his introductory address,
highlighted the various significant steps initiated by the Ministry of Women and Child
Development for safety and protection of women. Several programs like Matru
Vandana Yojana, Beti Bachao Beti Padhao, One Stop Centres, Mahila e-Haat,
Childline, POCSO e-Box and strong measures like death penalty for child rapists
among others has created an environment for women protection and empowerment, he
explained.

Secretary WCD, Shri Rakesh Srivastava said that the WCD Ministry is continuously
working to create an enabling environment for women free of violence and harassment
with a multi-dimensional approach having a focus on convergence. He urged the states
to extend their full cooperation to make the unique schemes and initiatives for women
and children a success.

The Minister of State WCD Departments highlighted the work done by them to take
forward the initiatives launched by WCD Ministry as well as other innovative ideas
introduced by them in their respective States. They also gave valuable suggestions to
improve existing schemes and policies. The states welcomed the policy to register all
the Child Care Institutions and linking them to CARA.

The conference ended with the WCD Minister stating that women's issues need holistic
approach and that States must do their best to enable that all women and child centric
schemes are implemented to the fullest.

 

******
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‘Nobody has an exclusionary right of temple entry’

“In a public place of worship, a woman can enter, where a man can go. What applies to a man,
applies to a woman,” Chief Justice Misra observed on Wednesday in the Sabarimala temple entry
case.

He was leading a Constitution Bench hearing the question whether the fundamental right of
women to pray at the place of their choice can be discriminated against solely based “on a
biological factor (menstruation) exclusive to the female gender.”

The Kerala government pointed out to the Bench that the State supported entry of women into the
Sabarimala temple. In 2016, the State had opposed it in the Supreme Court.

Senior advocate Indira Jaising, for the petitioners, argued that “religion is a relationship between
you and your creator.”

“There is nothing in health, morality or public order that prevents a woman from entering and
offering worship in a temple opened for the public… The prohibition in Sabarimala is discrimination
not just on gender but sex. Menstruating women are viewed as polluted,” Ms. Jaising submitted.

Justice D.Y. Chandrachud said women and their physiological phenomena are creations of God. If
not God, of nature.

“A woman is a creation of God, if you don’t believe in God, then of nature. Why should this
(menstruation) be a reason for exclusion for employment or worship or anything,” he said.

He quoted Article 25 (1) which mandates freedom of conscience and right to practise religion. “All
persons are equally entitled to freedom of conscience and the right freely to profess, practise and
propagate religion…”

“This means your right as a woman to pray is not even dependent on a legislation. It is your
constitutional right. Nobody has an exclusionary right of entry to a temple,” Justice Chandrachud
observed.

Chief Justice Misra pointed out that there were many temples which allowed visitors only up to a
certain point, but there are none which ban entry to the temple in total.

Justice Rohinton Nariman, also on the Bench, observed that the Constitution upheld the ideals of
liberty of thought, expression, belief and faith, be it for man or woman.

Ms. Jaising submitted that Rule 3 (b) of the Kerala Hindu Places of Public Worship (Authorisation
of Entry) Rules, 1965 allows a “religious denomination” to ban entry of women between the age of
10 to 50. She said the discrimination was a violation of the rights to equality and gender justice.
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Bill on death penalty for child rape to be tabled

Ravi Shankar PrasadR_V_Moorthy  

The Bill to award the death penalty for those convicted of raping girls below the age of 12 will be
introduced in the monsoon session of Parliament, the Cabinet decided on Wednesday.

The decision was taken at a meeting chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Law Minister Ravi
Shankar Prasad said.

The Criminal Law (Amendment) Bill, 2018, once approved by Parliament, will replace the Criminal
Law (Amendment) Ordinance promulgated on April 21 following an outcry over the rape and
murder of a minor girl at Kathua in Jammu and Kashmir and the rape of a woman at Unnao in
Uttar Pradesh.

The Cabinet gave its approval to the draft Bill prepared by the Home Ministry, Mr. Prasad said.

The Bill stipulates stringent punishment for perpetrators of rape, particularly of girls below 12.

A provision for the death penalty has been provided for rapists of girls aged under 12, an official
said.

Longer term

The minimum punishment in the case of rape of women has been increased from rigorous
imprisonment of seven years to 10.

Under the Bill, in case of the rape of a girl aged under 16 and above 12, the minimum punishment
has been increased from 10 years to 20.

The punishment for gang rape of a girl aged below 16 and above 12 will be imprisonment for the
rest of life of the convict, the official said.

Correcting an anomaly

While punishments for crimes against girls was enhanced through amendment to the IPC, there
was no mention of crimes against boys. The government will seek to correct that anomaly as well.

“ POCSO amendment for enhanced punishment for sexual assaults on young boys has been
approved by the Law Ministry. It will be sent to the Cabinet in two or three days,” said a
spokesperson of the Women and Child Development Ministry.
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The bench has supported gender equality in the Sabarimala case

There is no “concept of a private temple.” With these words, the Chief Justice of India (CJI) Dipak
Misra has set the tone for the ongoing arguments in the controversial Sabarimala case on the
issue of women between 10 and 50 years of age not being allowed into the iconic temple. Echoing
this, Justice DY Chandrachud who is part of the five-judge constitutional bench hearing the case
said, “Every woman is also the creation of God and why should there be discrimination against
them in employment or worship?”

This upturns the argument offered by religious authorities that every denomination has the right to
manage its religious affairs. The prohibition of women in their fertile years into the temple is
predicated on the fact that the celibate deity would be angered.

Custom and norm have no place in the law as seen in the Haji Ali Dargah case when the Bombay
High Court ruled that women can enter the shrine irrespective of traditional restrictions. The
arguments so far are in favour of the fundamental rights of women, the right to equality and the
right to freedom of worship. The observations send a strong signal to political parties who have
been quick to weigh in on the issue. Notable is the ruling CPI(M) which first took a progressive
stand only to backtrack for political reasons. The courts however have consistently supported the
rights of women saying that tradition cannot take precedence over the Constitution and that such
discrimination flies in the face of gender equality. It was the CJI himself who had earlier asked,
“Can a biological phenomenon be ground for discrimination?” This will also hopefully send the
message to other religious authorities that places of worship cannot discriminate against women
and people of different castes on the grounds that such practices are sanctioned in the scriptures.

The CJI’s sentiments are similar to those of BR Ambedkar who said that public temples ,like public
roads and schools are meant for the public with no discrimination on any grounds. The right of the
religious authority under Article 26(b) cannot take precedence over a woman’s religious freedom
under Article 25(1). It has long surprised people that a state as educated and supposedly
enlightened as Kerala still clung onto the outdated notions of feminine purity. In fact, many women
were opposed to opening the temple to women between the ages of 10 to 50. Now gender
equality seems set to go up a notch if the court’s initial observations are any indication.
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Cabinet approves continuation of the Schemes of (i) Pre-Matric Scholarship Scheme; (ii) Post
Matric Scholarship Scheme; and (iii) Merit-cum-Means based Scholarship Scheme for the
students belonging to Minority Communities during 2017-18 to 2019-20
Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA)

Cabinet approves continuation of the Schemes of (i) Pre-
Matric Scholarship Scheme; (ii) Post Matric Scholarship
Scheme; and (iii) Merit-cum-Means based Scholarship
Scheme for the students belonging to Minority Communities
during 2017-18 to 2019-20

Posted On: 18 JUL 2018 5:12PM by PIB Delhi

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has
approved the proposal for Continuation of Pre-Matric, Post Matric and Merit-cum-Means based
Scholarship Schemes for the students belonging to the six notified Minority Communities at a total
cost of Rs. 5338.32 crore for period up to 2019-20. This will benefit 70 lakh students annually.

 

Salient Features:

 

The major features of the schemes are as under:

 

These Schemes shall be implemented through the National Scholarship Portal (NSP) and
scholarships are disbursed through Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) mode.

●

 

Around 70 lakh scholarships are likely to be disbursed.●

 

Scholarship is awarded to students who have secured not less than 50% marks in the
previous final examination.

●

 

The students should be studying in Government Schools/ Institutes or recognized private
schools/ institutes.

●

 

The State/Community-wise target/allocation as per Census 2011.●

 

Physical targets are fixed only for fresh scholarships.●
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Renewal scholarships are also awarded, in addition to the fresh scholarships. Renewal
scholarships are for all such students who have been awarded scholarships in the previous
years and fulfill the eligibility criteria.

●

 

Pre-matric Scholarship Scheme:

 

The objective of the Scheme is to encourage parents from minority communities to send their
school going children (from Class I to X) to school, lighten their financial burden on school
education and sustain their efforts to support their children to complete school education.

●

 

Annual income of parents/ guardian should not be more than Rs 1.00 Lakh.●

 

Target-30,00,000 (Thirty lakh) for Fresh applicants.●

 

Entitlements:

 

 

Item
 

Entitlements
 

Rate of Scholarship Admission + Tuition Fee
 

Admission Fee for Class VI to X: Rs. 500/- per annum
subject to actuals (both Hosteller & Day Scholar)
 

Tuition Fee for Class VI to X: Rs. 4,200/- per annum
subject to actuals (both Hosteller & Day Scholar)
 

Maintenance Allowance
 

For Class 1 to V: Rs 1,000/- per annum for Day
Scholar
 

For Class VI to X (Hosteller): Rs. 6,000/- per annum
For Class VI to X (Day Scholar): Rs. 1,000/-per
annum
 

 

Post-Matric Scholarship Scheme:
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The objective of the Scheme is to provide financial assistance to the poor and meritorious
minority students with better opportunities for higher education, increase their rate of
attainment in higher education and enhance their employability in organized sector.

●

 

Annual income of parents/guardians should not be more than Rs. 2.00 Lakh.●

 

Target- 5,00,000 (Five lakh) for Fresh applicants.●

Entitlement:

Item
 

Entitlements
 

Rate of Scholarship Admission + Tuition Fee
 
 

Admission and Tuition fee Class XI & XII: Rs. 7,000/-
per annum subject to actuals (both Hosteller & Day
Scholar)
 

Admission and Course/Tuition fee for technical and
vocational courses of XI and XII level (Courses of one
or more year of duration): Rs. 10,000/- per annum
subject to actuals (both Hosteller & Day Scholar)
 

Admission and Tuition fee for UG & PG level
including M.Phil & Ph.D: Rs. 3,000/- per annum
subject to actuals (both Hosteller & Day Scholar)
 

Maintenance Allowance
 

For Class XI & XII including Tech. & Voc. Course: Rs.
3,800/- per annum for Hosteller & Rs. 2,300/- per
annum for Day Scholar

 
 

For Courses other than Tech. & Prof, courses at UG
& PG level: Rs. 5,700/- per annum for Hosteller & Rs.
3,000/- per annum for Day Scholar

 
For M. Phil & Ph.D.: Rs. 12,000/- per annum for
Hosteller & Rs. 5,500/- per annum for Day Scholar

 

Merit-cum-Means based Scholarship Scheme:

 

The objective of the Scheme is to provide financial assistance to the poor and meritorious
minority students to enable them to pursue professional and technical courses at under
Graduate and post Graduate levels leading to upliftment of the socio economic conditions of
the minority communities.

●

 

Annual income of parents/guardians should not be more than Rs. 2.50 Lakh.●
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Target- 60,000 for Fresh applicants.●

 

Entitlements:

Full Course fee reimbursed to the students from 85 institutes listed under the scheme; and for
others at Rs. 20,000/- per annum subject to actuals.

●

Maintenance allowance @ Rs. 10,000/- per annum for hostellers and @ Rs. 5,000/- for day
scholars.

●

Special focus by earmarking funds:

 

Although 30% of scholarships are earmarked for girl students, more than 35% of the total
scholarships are disbursed to them.

 

Major Impact:

 

The implementation of these Schemes during the past years have made a great impact on the
general literacy rate/level across the minority communities. As per Census 2011, the Literacy
Rate of Muslim has gone up from 59.1% to 68.5%, for Christian from 80.3% to 84.5%, for Sikh
from 69.4% to 75.4%, for Buddhist from 72.7% to 81.3% and for Jains from 94.1% to 94.9%
as compared to Census 2001 figures, with more improvement in respect of females (data not
available for Parsis).

●

 

There is still a high demand for scholarships from minority students. For the year 2017-18,
against the annual target of 35.60 Lakh, about 60.00 Lakh Scholarships have already been
disbursed and the disbursement process continues in 2018-19.

●

 

By availing scholarships under the aforesaid three Scholarship Schemes, minority students
shall be able to pursue their school/higher/professional education and enhance their
employment opportunities for jobs in Government/ Private Sector or self-employment.

●

 

Financial implications:

Funding of the scheme would be from annual budgetary provisions of the Ministry. The
Expenditure Finance Committee, Department of Expenditure has recommended for the
continuation of this Scheme. The annual estimated expenditure is detailed below:
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Year
 

2017-18*
 

2018-19
 

2019-20
 

Funds required (in
Rs. Crore)
 

1,779.44
 

1 ,779.44
 

1,779.44
 

Total for 3 years- Rs.5,338.32 Crore
 

 

*(The Budgetary expenditure of Rs.1,971.04 crore was made during 2017-18. The Scheme was
implemented on the same format as approved by Cabinet for implementation during 12th Plan
period).

 

Beneficiaries:

 

For all three Scholarship Schemes, the State/Community-wise target/allocation shall be applicable
as per Census 2011. Around 70 lakh scholarships are likely to be disbursed to the students
belonging to the six notified Minority Communities viz. Muslim, Christian, Sikh, Buddhist, Jain and
Parsi who are from the economically weaker sections of the society.

 

States/Districts covered:

 

These three Scholarship Schemes shall be implemented in all 29 States and 7 Union Territories
across the country for the students belonging to the six notified Minority Communities viz. Muslim,
Christian, Sikh, Buddhist, Jain and Parsi.

 

Background:

 

It is a continuing Scheme from 11th & 12th Five Year Plan and shall be implemented during the
next three years i.e. during the balance period of 14th Finance Commission from 2017-18 to 2019-
20.

 

The objective of the Pre-Matric Scholarship Scheme is to encourage parents from minority
communities to send their school going children (from Class I to X) to school, lighten their financial
burden on school education and sustain their efforts to support their children to complete school
education while the objective of the Post Matric Scholarship Scheme is to provide financial
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assistance to the poor and meritorious minority students with better opportunities for higher
education, increase their rate of attainment in higher education and enhance their employability in
organized sector. Similarly, the objective of the Merit-cum-Means based Scholarship Scheme is to
provide financial assistance to the poor and meritorious minority students to enable them to
pursue professional and technical courses at under Graduate and post Graduate levels leading to
upliftment of the socio economic conditions of the minority communities.

 

*****
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Eradication of Child Labour
Ministry of Labour & Employment

Eradication of Child Labour

Posted On: 18 JUL 2018 4:51PM by PIB Delhi

Child Labour is an outcome of various socio-economic problems such as poverty,
economic backwardness, illiteracy etc. As per 2011 Census, the number of main
workers in the age group of 5-14 years in the country is 43.53 lakh which shows a
decline from 57.79 lakh as per 2001 Census.

 

Under Legislative action plan Government has enacted the Child Labour (Prohibition &
Regulation) Amendment Act, 2016 which came into force w.e.f 01.09.2016.  The
Amendment Act, inter alia, provides for complete prohibition on employment or work of
children below 14 years and also prohibits employment of adolescents (14-18 years) in
hazardous occupations and processes. Ministry of Labour & Employment has
circulated an Action Plan to all States/UTs indicating the provisions and related actions
by State Governments/UTs for enforcement of the Child Labour (Prohibition and
Regulation) Amendment Act, 2016.

 

After strengthening the legislative framework through amendment in Child Labour Act,
Government has framed the Child Labour (Prohibition & Regulation) Amendment
Rules, 2017 which inter alia specifies the duties and responsibilities of State
Governments and District Authorities to ensure effective enforcement of the provisions
of the Act. Government has also devised a Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) as a
ready reckoner for trainers, practitioners and enforcing and monitoring agencies and
the same has been forwarded to all States/UTs.

 

To ensure effective enforcement of the provisions of the Child Labour Act and smooth
implementation of the National Child Labour Project (NCLP) Scheme a separate online
portal PENCIL (Platform for Effective Enforcement for No Child Labour) has been
developed. The Portal connects Central Government to State Government(s),
District(s) and all District Project Societies.  Further the Ministry has instructed all the
concerned States where NCLP Scheme is sanctioned, to form State Resource Centre
(SRC) under the chairmanship of State Labour Secretary, which would monitor the
enforcement of Child Labour Act, coordinate for the rescue of children and adolescents,
child tracking system and supervise all the functions through PENCIL portal. SRC
would also prepare and implement awareness generation plan to curb the menace of
child labour in the State.
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This information was given by Shri Santosh Kumar Gangwar, Union Minister of State
(I/C) for Labour and Employment in written reply to a question in Rajya Sabha today.

 

****

JN/FH/IA

 

(Release ID: 1539009) Visitor Counter : 227

END

Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



crackIAS.com
cr

ac
kIA

S.co
m

www.pib.nic.in 2018-07-19

Cabinet approves Special Remission to Prisoners on the occasion of 150th Birth Anniversary of
Mahatma Gandhi
Cabinet

Cabinet approves Special Remission to Prisoners on the
occasion of 150th Birth Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi

Posted On: 18 JUL 2018 5:42PM by PIB Delhi

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has today given its approval
to grant Special Remission to Prisoners as part of Commemoration of 150th Birth Anniversary of
Mahatma Gandhi.

 

As part of commemoration of 150th Birth Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi, the following categories
of prisoners will be considered for special remission and released in three phases. In Phase-l, the
prisoners will be released on 2nd October, 2018 (Birth Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi), in
Phase-ll prisoners will be released on 10th April, 2019 (Anniversary of Champaran Satyagrah) and
in Phase-Ill, prisoners will be released on 2nd October 2019 (Birth Anniversary of Mahatma
Gandhi):-

 

(a)    Women convicts of 55 years of age and above, who have completed  50% of their actual
sentence period.

(b)        Transgender convicts of 55 years of age and above, who have completed 50% of their
actual sentence period.

(c)        Male convicts of 60 years of age and above, who have completed 50% of their actual
sentence period.

(d)       Physically challenged/disabled convicts with 70% disability and more  who have completed
50% of their actual sentence period.

(e)        Terminally ill convicts.

(f)        Convicted prisoners who have completed two-third (66%) of their actual sentence period.

           

Special remission will not be given to prisoners who have been convicted for an offence for which
the sentence is sentence of death or where death sentence has been commuted to life
imprisonment; Cases of convicts involved in serious and heinous crimes like Dowry death, Rape,
Human Trafficking and convicted under POTA, UAPA, TADA, FICN, POCSO Act, Money
Laundering, FEMA, NDPS, Prevention of Corruption Act, etc.

Ministry of Home Affairs will issue advice to all States and UTs asking them to process the cases
of eligible prisoners. State Governments and UT Administrations will be advised to constitute a
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Committee to examine the cases. State Governments will place the recommendations of the
Committee before Governor for consideration and approval under Article 161 of the Constitution.
After the approval, the prisoners will be released on 2nd October 2018, 10f/l April, 2019 and 2nd

October, 2019.

 

Background:

 

The 150th Birth Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi is a significant occasion and giving special
remission to prisoners on this important occasion is considered desirable and befitting the
commemoration and would be a homage to the Father of Nation and the humanitarian values
Mahatma Gandhi stood for.

*****
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Crime and Rape Incidents against Women
Ministry of Home Affairs

Crime and Rape Incidents against Women

Posted On: 18 JUL 2018 4:11PM by PIB Delhi

            The details of cases registered for crimes against women, including rape, from 2014 to
2016 is as below:

 

Year No. of cases registered

2014 3,39,457

2015 3,29,243

2016 3,38,954

 

Government has taken various steps have been taken for increasing safety of women, which
include, inter-alia:

 

The Criminal Law (Amendment) Ordinance, 2018 has put in place a regime which
prescribes stringent punishment against rapes, including death penalty.

i.

 

Government has undertaken a project for developing an Emergency Response Support
System based on a pan-India 24x7 Helpline Number 112, and accessible through
call/SMS/email/panic button etc.

i.

 

Government has issued advisories to States/UTs to take measures for prevention of crimes
against women, stressing on mandatory registration of FIRs, providing on-line complaint filing
system, increasing representation of women in Police, gender sensitization of police,
deployment of Special Mahila Police Volunteers, activating victim compensation fund, setting
up of Anti-human Trafficking units, etc. Details of these advisories issued are available on
website of Ministry of Home Affairs at https://mha.gov.in.

i.

 

A separate portal for Cyber-Crime against women and children has been commenced.i.
 

In order to facilitate better investigation and prosecution in rape cases, modernization and
capacity building of forensic labs has been undertaken.

i.
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Government has approved safe-city projects for 8 cities to put in place comprehensive
infrastructure, technological and community based interventions for women safety.

i.

 

Government has commenced development of a National Database on Sexual Offenders to
facilitate investigation and tracking of sexual offenders across the country.

i.

   This was stated by the Minister of State for Home Affairs, Shri Hansraj Gangaram Ahir in a
written reply to question in the Rajya Sabha today.

****  
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Welfare Scheme for Minorities
Ministry of Minority Affairs

Welfare Scheme for Minorities

Posted On: 18 JUL 2018 2:07PM by PIB Delhi

The Government has initiated various new welfare schemes for the minority sections of the society
during the last four years.

Nai Manzil is a scheme for formal school education & skilling of school dropouts. USTTAD
Scheme is for upgrading the skills and training in Traditional Arts/Crafts for development of
Minorities.  Hunar Haat is also being organised under this Scheme from 2016-17 to further
promote traditional crafts/arts, employment generation and strengthen their market linkages. Till
2017-18, 06 Hunar Haats have been organized successfully.  For 2018-19, 07 Hunar Haats are
proposed for being organised.

Implementation of Hamari Dharohar  scheme is done to preserve rich heritage of minority
communities under the overall concept of Indian Culture. Gharib Nawaz Skill Development
Training for Minorities – A scheme to provide short-term job oriented skill development courses to
youths belonging to 06 Centrally notified minority communities, namely, Muslims, Christians,
Sikhs, Buddhists, Parsis and Jains {implemented through Maulana Azad Education Foundation
(MAEF)}.

The Ministry started Bridge Course for madarsa students & school dropouts by Aligarh Muslim
University, Aligarh and Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi under Nai Manzil scheme. (implemented
through MAEF). Swachh Vidyalaya scheme is implemented through MAEF.

The  de ta i l s  o f  the  schemes a re  ava i lab le  on  the  webs i te  o f  the  M in is t ry
(www.minorityaffairs.gov.in) and on the website of MAEF (www.maef.nic.in). The details of
quantum of fund allocated for each of the schemes and the percentage of funds utilized in the last
three years till 30th June, 2018 are also available on the website of the Ministry.

This information was given by Union Minister for Minority Affairs Shri Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi in a
written reply to a question in Lok Sabha today.

***
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We need a revised legislation on abortion

Does the termination of an unwanted pregnancy within medically permissible limits amount to
murder? The Supreme Court seems to think so in the case of a woman who approached the court
in the 21st week of her pregnancy. The woman, a victim of domestic violence, sought the
termination as she wanted a divorce and the option of pursuing a career. The court, going strictly
by the Medical Terminations of Pregnancy (MTP) Act which stipulates that the threshold for
termination as 20 weeks, rejected the plea. Beyond 20 weeks , the pregnancy can be terminated
only if there is a serious danger to the mother’s life or the likelihood of physical or mental
abnormalities to the child.

The petitioner in this case asserted that the current law violates her right to health and dignity if
she had to continue with her pregnancy. MTP rules have led to many women seeking back alley
abortions at considerable risk -- illegal abortions are the third leading cause of maternal death in
India. MTP could do with a lot of fine-tuning to make it more accessible and safe for women. As it
stands, after 20 weeks, the woman has to seek legal help to terminate her pregnancy. This was
why a 10-year-old rape victim was forced to carry through with her pregnancy

. The judicial process is so slow that the pregnancy often crosses the legal limit. The medical
interpretation of the law also suggests that the woman has no right to her sexuality or reproductive
rights. The Medical Termination of Pregnancy Bill 2014 would have addressed some of these
concerns but it is nowhere close to being enacted. The permissible limit for abortion would have
been increased to 24 weeks had it been passed, even more if the unborn child had serious
abnormalities. The word married was to be taken out and any woman could opt for an abortion for
reasons she could chose not to disclose. The PMO, however, sent this bill to the ministry of health
and family welfare asking it to strengthen the existing law instead. The bill is now back with the
PMO.

One fear that the government seems to have is that the new legislation would encourage sex
determination through selective abortion. But this is covered adequately under the Pre-Conception
and Pre-Natal Diagnostic Techniques Act and two should not be confused. Given that a choice of
contraceptives is not always available and many women still do not have control over their bodies,
a revised MTP legislation would be really empowering. And it would also prevent many senseless
deaths through illegal abortions.
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Aadhaar Linkage with Notified Schemes
Ministry of Tribal Affairs

Aadhaar Linkage with Notified Schemes

Posted On: 19 JUL 2018 6:17PM by PIB Delhi

The Ministry has notified in May 2017 the following schemes under Section 7 of the Aadhaar
(Targeted Delivery of Financial and Other Subsidies, Benefits and Servicers) Act, 2016.Those are
includes  Pre-Matric Scholarship for ST students , Post-Matric Scholarship for ST students ,
National Fellowship and Scholarship for Higher Education of ST students , National Overseas
Scholarships for ST candidates , Scheme of Grant in aid to Voluntary Organizations working for
the welfare of STs, Development of Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGS), Vocational
Training in Tribal Areas, Institutional Support for Development and Marketing of Tribal Product.

 

The said notification requires the individual beneficiaries to furnish proof of possession of Aadhaar
number or undergo Aadhaar authentication for availing benefits of above schemes. However, till
the Aadhaar is assigned to the beneficiary, the benefits shall be given to such individuals based on
alternate and viable means of identification documents as specified in the notification. As such,
beneficiaries have not been prevented from availing the benefits under the above schemes for
lack of Aadhaar enrolment. This has been stated by the Minister of State in the Ministry of Tribal
Affairs Shri. Jaswantsinh Bhabhor today in Rajya Sabha.

****
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Reversion to old pension scheme
Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances & Pensions

Reversion to old pension scheme

Posted On: 19 JUL 2018 4:25PM by PIB Delhi

In accordance with the scheme for National Pension System (NPS), as notified vide
Ministry of Finance (Department of Economic Affairs)’s Notification No. 5/7/2003-ECB
& PR dated 22.12.2003, the System is mandatory for all new recruits to the Central
Government service (except armed forces) from 01.01.2004.  Accordingly, as per
Rule 2 of the Central Civil Services (Pension) Rules, 1972, as amended on
30.12.2003, these rules are applicable to Government servants appointed to civil
posts on or before 31.12.2003. The date on which the vacancies arose or the date on
which the examination was conducted for filling up the vacancies is not relevant for
deciding the applicability of the Central Civil Services (Pension) rules, 1972.

Ministry of Home Affairs have not sought any advice from Department of Pension and
Pensioners’ Welfare on the question of having a policy to cover the paramilitary
personnel appointed after 01.01.2004 under the Old Pension Scheme on the ground
that the vacancies arose, or the examination was conducted, in the year 2003.
However, a reference was received from Ministry of Home Affairs in a specific case
relating to appointments as Sub-Inspector in various Central Para Military Forces after
selection in August, 2003 on the basis of an Examination conducted in 2002.
Appointments on the basis of these selections were made in Central Reserve Police
Force in 2003 and the candidates appointed were covered by the pension scheme
under Central Civil Service (Pension) Rules, 1972. However, in the Border Security
Force, offers of appointment on the basis of the same examination/selection were
issued in January, 2004. On a petition filed by some personnel appointed in the
Border Security Force on the basis of that examination, Hon’ble High Court of Delhi
directed to cover the petitioners under the Central Civil Service (Pension) Rules, 1972
on the grounds of administrative delay on the part of Border Security Force in making
appointments. The order of Hon’ble High Court of Delhi was implemented by the
Ministry of Home Affairs/Border Security Force in view of the peculiar circumstances
of that case. The decision taken in that case is, however, not relevant for deciding
applicability of Central Civil Service (Pension) Rules to all appointments made on or
after 01.01.2004 in the Central Para Mil i tary Forces or in any other
Department/organization on the basis of year of examination/selection.

 

This information was provided by the Union Minister of State (Independent Charge)
Development of North-Eastern Region (DoNER), MoS PMO, Personnel, Public
Grievances & Pensions, Atomic Energy and Space, DrJitendra Singh in written reply
to a question in Rajya Sabha today.
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Rehabilitation of Elderly Persons
Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment

Rehabilitation of Elderly Persons

Posted On: 19 JUL 2018 4:17PM by PIB Delhi

The Government has enacted the Maintenance and Welfare of Parents and Senior Citizens Act,
2007 which inter-alia makes maintenance of parents/senior citizens by children/relatives obligatory
and justiciable through Tribunals; revocation of transfer of property made by senior citizens in case
of neglect by children/relatives; penal provision for abandonment of senior citizens; medical
provisions for senior citizens; and protection of life and property of senior citizens. Further, under
the Scheme of Integrated Programme for Senior Citizens (IPSrC), grant is given to Implementing
Agencies for running and maintenance of Senior Citizens Homes/Old Age Homes for destitute
senior citizens. 

 

 

The Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment is implementing a Central Sector Scheme of
Integrated Programme for Senior Citizens (IPSrC) under which grants are given for running and
maintenance of Senior Citizens Homes/Old Age Homes, Continuous Care Homes, Mobile
Medicare Units etc. to Implementing Agencies such as State Governments/UT Administrations
(through Registered Societies)/Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs)/Local bodies; Non-
Governmental/Voluntary Organizations;  recognized youth organizations such as Nehru Yuva
Kendra Sangathan (NYKS) etc.

 

The performance of the Implementing Agencies under the Scheme is monitored from time to time
through inter alia, periodic field visits by the nodal officers of this Ministry, Inspection of projects by
Regional Resources Training Centres and inspection of the projects under the Scheme by the
State Government. Grant to Implementing Agencies is released only on receipt of satisfactory
Inspection Report, Specific recommendation of the State Government and Utilization Certificate in
respect of grants released during the previous years.

 

As per the Seventh Schedule to the Constitution of India, ‘Police’ and ‘Public Order’ are State
subjects. The responsibilities to maintain law and order, protection of life and property of the
citizens rest primarily with the respective State Governments. The State Governments are
competent to deal with such offences under the extant provisions of laws.  However, Ministry of
Home Affairs has issued advisories for combating crimes against senior citizens. These
Advisories are also available on www.mha.gov.in.

 

This information was given by Minister of State for Social Justice and Empowerment Shri Vijay
Sampla in a written reply in Rajya Sabha today.
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Development missions for the North East
Ministry of Development of North-East Region

Development missions for the North East

Posted On: 19 JUL 2018 3:51PM by PIB Delhi

The first meeting of NITI Forum for North East was held under the chairpersonship of
the Vice-Chairman, NITI Aayog and co-chairpersonship of Minister of State
(Independent Charge), Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region on April 10,
2018 in Agartala. During the meeting, the consensus was that the way forward could
be to focus on the key thrust areas such as Horticulture, Bamboo, Tourism, Food
Processing, Education and Made in North Eastern Region (NER) for which specific
schemes are under implementation by the respective line Ministries. In addition, these
sectors have also been included in the thrust areas for schemes to be taken up by the
North Eastern Council (NEC).

 

Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region has given in-principle approval for
release of central assistance of Rs.200.00 crore for reconstruction of totally
damaged/washed away infrastructure in the North Eastern States, for which specific
proposals have been sought from the States.

 

A High Level Committee, under the chairmanship of Vice Chairman, NITI Aayog has
been constituted for suggesting measures for proper management of water resources
in the North Eastern Region. The recommendations of the committee would, inter alia,
include flood control measures, both structural and non-structural; NEC would provide
financial assistance for establishment of Brahmaputra Study Centre at Guwahati
University.

 

This information was provided by the Union Minister of State (Independent Charge)
Development of North-Eastern Region (DoNER), MoS PMO, Personnel, Public
Grievances & Pensions, Atomic Energy and Space, Dr Jitendra Singh in written reply to
a question in the Rajya Sabha today.

*****
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PMEGP Generated Over 11 Lakh Employments in Last Three Years
Ministry of Micro,Small & Medium Enterprises

PMEGP Generated Over 11 Lakh Employments in Last Three
Years

Posted On: 18 JUL 2018 7:49PM by PIB Delhi

Prime Minister’s Employment Generation Programme, PMEGP  is estimated to have generated
over 11,13, 000 employments during the last three years i.e. 2015-16 to 2017-18. This information
was given by Minister of state for Micro,Smalland Medium Enterprises, Shri Giriraj Singh in a
written reply in the Rajya Sabha today.   PMEGP is a credit linked subsidy scheme, for setting up
of new micro-enterprises and to generate employment opportunities in rural as well as urban areas
of the country through KVIC, State Khadi & Village Industries Board (KVIB) and District Industries
Centre (DIC).  Under the PMEGP, general category beneficiaries can avail of margin money
subsidy of 25% of the project cost in rural areas and 15% in urban areas.   For beneficiaries
belonging to SC/ST/Women/PH/Minorities/Ex-Servicemen/NER, the margin money subsidy is 35%
in rural areas and 25% in urban areas. The maximum cost of projects is Rs.25 lakh in the
manufacturing sector and Rs.10 lakh in the service sector.

The Minister further said that in order to revive the sick Khadi Institutions, Khadi and Village
Industries Commission (KVIC) implements ‘Strengthening of Infrastructure of Existing Weak Khadi
Institutions and assistance for Marketing Infrastructure’ scheme.  The scheme is meant to meet
the need based support   to   the sick Khadi Institutions which have potential to attain normalcy.
 The minister however said that there is no plan to reopen the closed Khadi Gramodyog centres
situated amongst different panchayats of the country. He said various schemes have been
implemented and progressive works done for the Khadi and Village Industries during  the last
three years. Meanwhile sales performance of entire sector under   Khadi and Village Industries
has increased from Rs. 41894.56 crore in 2015-16 to  Rs. 60451.28 crore in 2017-18, according to
provisional details. In reply to another question, Shri Giriraj Singh stated that the new model
Charkhas  give good quality yarn and enhanced wages to the Khadi artisans due to increase of
production capacity.

*****
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New cell to resolve child custody disputes

The government told Parliament on Friday that a mediation cell would be set up under the apex
child rights body, the National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR), to resolve
child custody disputes arising from cases of transnational marital discord.

Minister of State for Women and Child Development Virendra Kumar also told the Lok Sabha that
the Centre had not yet taken a decision on either acceding to the Hague Convention on the Civil
Aspects of International Child Abduction or framing a domestic law on the issue.

“The Ministry has in-principle decided to establish a Mediation Cell under the NCPCR chairperson
to resolve the cases of children who were taken away by one of the spouses without the
permission of the other due to marital discord from other countries to India or vice versa and
preparing a parental plan taking into account the best interest of the child,” Dr. Kumar told the
Lower House. The U.S. has been exerting pressure on India to sign the multilateral treaty.
According to its Child Abduction Report 2018, with 104 cases of inter-country parental abduction,
India was second only to Mexico which had 241 cases.
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Fault lines in a ‘landmark’ judgment

On July 6, the day of his retirement as a judge of the Supreme Court, Justice A.K. Goel defended
the verdict that he delivered on March 20, 2018 for the bench — framing guidelines on how to deal
with a person accused under the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of
Atrocities) Act, 1989.

He had said, “An innocent should not be punished. There should not be terror in society… We do
not want any member of the Scheduled Castes (SCs)/Scheduled Tribes (STs) to be deprived of
his rights.” Leaving aside the extraordinary implication of his comments as well as the judgment
that the Atrocities Act is creating “terror in society”, no sensible person can question the need to
protect those who are innocent from arbitrary arrest.

Before the saga fades from public memory, we must place on record how the Goel verdict
symbolises the collapse of the constitutional scheme to protect the weaker sections of society as
well as a certain intolerance of persons in high places towards requirements of social justice.

Expanding the SC/ST Act

The demand for “an inbuilt provision” to protect those falsely accused under the Act was first
raised by a parliamentary committee in December 2014 and the apex court did so in March 2018.
And the government is rather lightfooted in seeking a recall/revision of the verdict. All the three
organs of the state are united in their lack of fidelity to both the letter and spirit of the Constitution
insofar as it is concerned with the rights of the weaker sections.

The judgment is concerned with a limited aspect of the Act — protecting innocent officers and
employees in government and private sectors from the misuse of the Act (especially “when no
prima facie case is made out or the case is patently false or mala fide”). But, sadly, the judgment
has ended up conveying a false and dangerous message that the Atrocities Act is “a charter for
exploitation or oppression,” and “an instrument of blackmail or to wreak personal vengeance”.

One is reminded of G.K. Chesterton’s wise counsel that one must consider why a fence was put
up in the first place before pulling it down.

‘Minor’ infractions

In essence, the verdict is based on a lot we don’t know. For example, while the court appears to
have mistaken a large number of acquittals in atrocities cases to be false cases, the general
consensus is that police apathy, the social and the economic might of the accused and the
dependence of SC/STs on those accused would have resulted in acquittals. Similarly, there is no
precise data on the scale and extent to which the Act has been misused by SC/ST employees. Do
these cases of misuse of the Act by SC/ST employees run into the dozens, hundreds or
thousands? We don’t know.

SC/ST judgment of Supreme Court is basically wrong decision, says ex-CJI Balakrishnan

What happens when a court determines that an atrocity case is false and was filed with mala fide
intent? How did the court find that the provisions in the Indian Penal Code (Sections 191 to 195),
which prescribe punishment for falsifying evidence, to be inadequate in atrocities cases? We don’t
know.

Did the Home Ministry (the nodal ministry for both the criminal justice aspect of the Act as well as
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service rules of Central government employees) assist the Additional Solicitor General who
represented the government? We don’t know.

But it is unlikely that the ministry even came into the picture as the court was dealing with a
criminal appeal against a Bombay High Court judgment.

Therefore, a single case transmogrified itself into a judicial exercise of policymaking. Since the
bench obviously saw a broader pattern of misuse of the Act, it had all the power to initiate suo
motu proceedings to examine the issue, or refer the matter to a larger bench. This could have
enabled the court as well as the government to delve into the relevant facts and data. But why
didn’t the court do so? We don’t know.

Procedural lapse

The court’s single-minded mission to end “terror in society” rendered it oblivious to the
constitutional procedure to be followed in making policies that affect the SC/STs. Article 338
clause 9 stipulates: The Union and every State Government shall consult the Commission
[National Commission for Scheduled Castes] on all major policy matters affecting Scheduled
Castes.

Sending the wrong signal: SC order in SC/ST Act case

Article 338A, which created the National Commission for Scheduled Tribes, provides the same
procedure (as per Clause 9) in case of STs. Therefore, when the court wears the policy-making
hat in matters related to SC/STs, it too is constitutionally-bound to consult these commissions.

One can advance two grounds for not following Article 338. The first is that what the court did was
tweaking to issue guidelines and is not a “major” policy matter. But the spontaneous nation-wide
protests against the March 20 verdict render such a defence untenable. The second and more
substantive justification could be that since no government has cared to follow this procedure
since 1950, why bother the top court with such an archaic provision?

It is not just Article 338 but Part XVI of the Constitution, of which the Article is a part, has long ago
been reduced to a charade by successive governments. What is the use of a principle if it is not
followed? One is confronted with the dilemma — whether to retain the ideal of social justice in the
statute book even if it is not followed or excise it since the ideal is found to be out of tune with the
new India.

The twist in the tale is the Constitution (123rd Amendment) which seeks to create the new
National Commission for Backward Classes under a new Article 338B. This too has clause 9 in
verbatim. At least the government must explain why it is replicating a consultative procedure for
the Other Backward Classes which remains a dead letter in the case of SC/STs.

The task of balancing the rights of innocent persons facing false accusations and the need to
accord legitimacy to the Atrocities Act requires compassion, equanimity, reverence for the
Constitution and awareness so even impromptu comments from the top court will acquire the force
of law. Unfortunately, the March 20 verdict lost that balance.

D. Shyam Babu is Senior Fellow, Centre for Policy Research, New Delhi. The views expressed
are personal.
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Emergency talk back system and other various security measures for women in Railways
Ministry of Railways

Emergency talk back system and other various security
measures for women in Railways

Posted On: 20 JUL 2018 4:49PM by PIB Delhi

On trial basis, Emergency Talk Back System has been provided in 06 ladies coaches of
two Electrical Multiple Unit (EMU) rakes (03 coaches each) in Mumbai Suburban. One
air conditioned EMU rake running in Mumbai Suburban has also been fitted with this
system. Provision of Emergency Talk Back System is also being envisaged in all newly
manufactured EMU rakes under Mumbai Railway Vikas Corporation (MRVC) Mumbai
Urban Transport Project (MUTP)-III project.

 

 The year 2018 has been declared by the Ministry of Railways as the year of women
security. For ensuring round the clock security of women passengers, various
measures planned to be introduced in Indian Railways include provision of Close
Circuit Television (CCTV) cameras in ladies coaches of suburban trains, provision of
CCTV cameras on platform to cover ladies coaches during halt, initiation of proposal
for amendment in the Railways Act, 1989, deployment of women police personnel in
suburban trains during night hours, escorting of all ladies special trains, running in
metropolitan cities, by lady Railway Protection Force (RPF) personnel, escorting of
ladies compartments in local trains by RPF and Government Railway Police (GRP)
during peak/non-peak hours, staff deployment during late night and early morning in
local trains to ensure proper security to lady passengers, prosecution of offenders
travelling in ladies coaches by conducting intensive drives under section 162 of the
Railways Act, recruitment of women in RPF, special drives under the Railways Act
against offenders, training/sensitization of Railway staff, posters and signages and
media campaign on women security, regular announcements to create awareness
regarding Helpline at stations and trains and in society, constitution of a 3-member
women officers’ Committee and formation a three member committee at Railway
Board level to supervise and monitor implementation of Action Plan and constitution of
similar committees at Zonal and Divisional levels etc.

 

All India Security Helpline 182 is being upgraded at a cost of `5.59 crore.  It is also
being integrated with an APP to make it further passenger friendly and effective. With a
view to have wider publicity of Security Helplines and other measures initiated by
Railways to strengthen security of passengers, publicity campaigns are being launched
by zonal railways. Passengers are being made aware by way of posters, stickers,
distribution of pamphlets, etc. Besides, emphasis has also been laid down on
audio/visual publicity, nukkad nataks, public campaigns, regular announcements,
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etc.    

This information was given by the Minister of State of Railways Shri Rajen Gohain in a
written reply to a question in Rajya Sabha today.

****
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WCD Ministryto providing all possible assistance in NRI marital dispute cases.
Ministry of Women and Child Development

WCD Ministryto providing all possible assistance in NRI
marital dispute cases.

Posted On: 19 JUL 2018 7:10PM by PIB Delhi

A meetingwas chaired by Minister, External Affairs on 6th November 2017, on the Expert
Committee Report pertaining to NRI Marital issues.This meeting also attended by Minister of
Women & Child Development and  Minister for Law & Justicerecommended adoption of following
measures :

All marriages to be notified in the website of registrars of marriagesi.
Compulsory registration of NRI marriagesii.
Creation of a website by MEA for posting summons/warrants.iii.
Constitution of Integrated Nodal Agency (INA) headed by Secretary, MWCD.iv.

All the NRI marital dispute cases are to be forwarded National Commission for Women (NCW) for
scrutiny. After scrutiny of National Commission for Women (NCW) dispute cases would be
recommendedto Integrated Nodal Agency (INA) to consider issuing Look-Out Circulars (LoC). The
Integrated Nodal Agency (INA) is to discuss regularly all issues related to NRI Marital disputes to
safeguard the interest of such women. As a part of  suchdecisions, consequential action can also
be taken including possibility of revocation/impounding of passport.

The recommendation relating to such compulsory registration of marriages by NRI has also been
examined by the Government.

This was stated by Minister for Women and Child Development, Smt. Maneka Sanjay Gandhi,
in reply to a starred question in Rajya Sabha today.

PS/KSP

**********
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Van Dhan Yojana
Ministry of Tribal Affairs

Van Dhan Yojana

Posted On: 19 JUL 2018 6:22PM by PIB Delhi

On April 14th, 2018 Hon’ble Prime Minister of India has announced the launching of Van Dhan
Yojana in Bijapur, Chhattisgarh under which one Van Dhan Vikas Kendra was set up, as a pilot
project, at a cost of Rs.25 lakhs of which 25% is to be met by the State Government. This Van
Dhan Vikas Kendra is to cater to ten Self Help Groups of thirty tribal gathers each.

 

As the Van Dhan Vikas Kendra was launched as a pilot project only on 14th April 2018, no data is
available to assess the impact of the same on tribal rural economy and the income of the people
living in tribal areas.

 

Since Financial Year 2015-16, Ministry of Tribal Affairs has released funds to Tribal Cooperative
Marketing Development Federation of India Limited (TRIFED) as under which includes funds for
training. No separate funds are earmarked for technical training by the Ministry.

Support for Development and Marketing of Tribal Products/Produce 2015-2016-Rs 35.00 cores
,2016-2017Rs-39.00 crores      and 2017-2018 Rs-39.00 crores besides for Marketing of Minor
Forest Produce (MFP) through Minimum Support Price (MSP) and Development of Value Chain
for MFP 2015-2016-Rs 10.67 cores , 2016-2017 - Rs-2.00 crores and 2017-2018 Rs-2.00 crores.

No funds are provided by the Ministry of Tribal Affairs to Self Help Groups (SHGs) under its
schemes. This was stated by the Minister of State in the Ministry of Tribal Affairs
Shri.Jaswantsinh Bhabhor today in Rajya Sabha.  

 

****
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Funds for Eklavya Model Residential Schools
Ministry of Tribal Affairs

Funds for Eklavya Model Residential Schools

Posted On: 19 JUL 2018 6:21PM by PIB Delhi

Ministry of Tribal Affairs approves setting up of Eklavya Model Residential Schools (EMRSs) in
States/ UTs from allocated grants provided under “Grants under Article 275(1) of the
Constitution of India”. As per Union Budget 2018-19, by the year 2022, every block with more
than 50% ST population and at least 20,000 tribal persons, will have an EMRS. Accordingly,
necessary schematic proposals including fund requirements for the years 2018-19 and 2019-20
have been made to Ministry of Finance.

 

As on date, a total of 284 EMRSs have been sanctioned, out of which 214 have been reported
functional by States/UTs. A total of 65231 numbers of students enrolled in 214 functional EMRs
in State/UT.

 

During 2014-2015 to 2017-2018 a total of Rs. 68517.96 cores funds allocated for EMRSs during
the last four years. The funding for EMRSs is made from “Grants under Article 275(1) of the
Constitution of India”. This Grant, inter alia, includes grants for other activities for the States as
well and are sanctioned simultaneously. Therefore, consolidated Utilisation Certificates are
received from the States/UTs for various activities approved for each States/UTs. This was
stated by the Minister of State in the Ministry of Tribal Affairs Shri.Jaswantsinh Bhabhor today in
Rajya Sabha.

*****
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WCD to move proposal to amend POCSO Act

The Women and Child Development (WCD) Ministry is set to move a proposal before the Cabinet
this week for enhanced punishment in cases of sexual assault of male children, a senior official
said.

The Law Ministry has cleared the proposal to amend the Protection of Children from Sexual
Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012, for enhancing punishment in cases of sexual assault against young
boys, officials said.

“Amendments to the POCSO Act for enhanced punishment for sexual assaults of young boys
have been approved by the Law Ministry. It will be sent to the Cabinet in two-three days, the WCD
Ministry official said, without elaborating on the details of the proposal.

Sources said the Ministry was working on the proposal to amend the Act to award death penalty to
those convicted of raping children below 12 years. The move is being seen as an effort to bring in
a gender-neutral law while dealing with cases of sexual assaults. Earlier, WCD Minister Maneka
Gandhi had supported a petition on Change.org by filmmaker-activist Insia Dariwala, who said,
“male child sexual abuse is an ignored reality in India”.

Boys who are sexually abused as children spend a lifetime in silence, she said.
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LPG connection under PMUY
Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas

LPG connection under PMUY

Posted On: 23 JUL 2018 5:49PM by PIB Delhi

Union Minister of Petroleum & Natural Gas, Shri Dharmendra Pradhan has said that
under Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY), a deposit free LPG connection is given
in the name of an adult woman member of an eligible BPL family including families
having differently abled/divyang persons, identifies through Socio Economic Caste
“Census (SECC), in case, a family’s name does not appear in the SECC list, the
beneficiary is identified from 7 categories i.e. SC/ST household, beneficiaries of
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (Gramin), Antyoday Anna Yojana, Forest dwellers, Most
Backward Classess, Tea and Ex-Tea Garden Tribes, People residing in islands/river
islands.

 

In a written reply in Lok Sabha today, he said that PMUY is currently under
implementation in 7.15 districts covering 36 States/UTs. SC/ST households whose
names appear in SECC list of otherwise are provided with connections under PMUY
subject to fulfilling the scheme Guidelines.

 

Year-wise targets fixed, connections released and fund utilised is as under :-

 

Year Target Connections released Fund Utilised
2016-17 1.5 crore 2 crore  2500 crore
2017-18 1.5 crore 1.56 crore  2251 crore

2018-19 2 crore
1.17 crore
(up to 18.7.2018)

 1642 crore

 

 

Details of LPG connections released under PMUY as on 18.07.2018 including the State
of Bihar are at Annexure.   

         

LPG connections released by OMCs under PMUY as on 18.07.2018 in Sahebganj,
Pakud, Godda and Dumka Districts in Santhal Pargana of Jharkhand are as under :-
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District No of LPG connections released under PMUY

Dumka 1,11,446

Godda 65,766

Pakur 41,448

Sahebganj 1,30,751

 

Annexure

 

State/UT wise connections released under PMUY as on 18.07.2018

S.No State KYC Filled
Cleared
Applications

Connections
released

1
Andaman and
Nicobar Islands

        14,100
                              
   9,057

                                  
    5,041

2 Andhra Pradesh       1,84,569
                    
       1,49,336

                                 
1,36,662

3 Arunachal Pradesh         36,297
                              
28,913

                                  
  25,885

4 Assam     25,54,213
                         
19,87,934

             
                  18,12,920

5 Bihar   100,15,351
                         
61,58,072

                               
57,85,674

6 Chandigarh              105
                              
       64

                                  
         34

7 Chhattisgarh     29,60,242
                         
25,14,187

                               
23,75,739

8
Dadra and Nagar
Haveli

        14,454
                              
12,950

                                  
  12,753

9 Daman and Diu              490
                              
     384

                                  
       381

10 Delhi         72,064
                              
49,675

                                  
  43,647

11 Goa           1,295
                        
        1,057

                                  
    1,021

12 Gujarat     18,66,463
                         
16,39,007

                               
15,66,277
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13 Haryana       6,39,488
                           
4,83,010

                      
           4,63,987

14 Himachal Pradesh         85,447
                              
70,048

                                  
  63,471

15 Jammu and Kashmir       8,48,878
                           
6,15,210

                                 
5,61,879

16 Jharkhand     27,57,295
                         
21,96,703

                               
17,02,814

17 Karnataka     18,70,320
                         
14,63,722

                               
13,19,454

18 Kerala       1,32,529
     
                      1,17,
171

                                 
1,04,846

19 Lakshadweep              285
                              
     278

                                  
       264

20 Madhya Pradesh     54,88,323
                         
45,50,624

                               
42,85,918

21 Maharashtra     35,57,462
                         
27,08,749

                               
24,41,152

22 Manipur         88,718
                              
78,546

                       
            70,323

23 Meghalaya       1,12,319
                           
1,06,750

                                  
  96,937

24 Mizoram         24,209
                              
21,953

                                  
  20,396

25 Nagaland         41,633
                              
34,275

                                  
  30,445

26 Odisha     38,32,694
                         
32,51,688

                               
29,23,256

****
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Inclusion of Tribes in ST List
Ministry of Tribal Affairs

Inclusion of Tribes in ST List

Posted On: 23 JUL 2018 5:30PM by PIB Delhi

The Government on 15.06.1999 (further amended on 25.06.2002) has laid down the modalities for
deciding the claims for inclusion in, exclusion from and other modifications in Orders specifying
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes lists. As per the modalities, only those proposals which
have been recommended and justified by the concerned State Government/ UT Administration
and concurred with by the Registrar General of India (RGI) and the National Commission for
Scheduled Tribes (NCST) are to be considered and legislation amended.

As per the Constitution (Scheduled Tribes) Order, 1950 (Part XVlll) (in respect to State of
Arunachal Pradesh), the list of Scheduled Tribes of Arunachal Pradesh is an open ended list
covering all tribes in the State including16 communities listed therein. Therefore, with regard to the
proposal of Government of Arunachal Pradesh regarding inclusion of ‘Yobin’ community in the list
of STs of the State, an advisory has been issued by the Ministry of Tribal Affairs to the State vide
letter dated 22.2.2018 to extend benefits / issue caste certificates to ‘Yobin’ tribe or to any other
indigenous tribe.

A proposal has also been received from Government of Arunachal Pradesh for making certain
amendments in the list of Scheduled Tribes of the State, including substitution of ‘Any Naga
Tribes’ at Sl.No. 10 of the list of STs by ‘Nocte, Tangsa, Tutsa, Wancho’ communities. The
proposal is under process as per approved modalities.

This information was given by the Union Minister of State for Tribal Affairs Shri. Jaswantsinh
Bhabhor  in Lok Sabha today .

****
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The Ministry Of Tribal Affairs is currently running 9 schemes for welfare of tribal students
Ministry of Tribal Affairs

The Ministry Of Tribal Affairs is currently running 9 schemes
for welfare of tribal students

Posted On: 23 JUL 2018 5:28PM by PIB Delhi

There are 9 numbers of schemes currently being run by the Ministry for the tribal
students. The names of these schemes are given below.

 

Sl.No. Name of Scheme
1 Pre-Matric Scholarship for ST students
2 Post Matric Scholarship for ST students
3 National  Overseas Scholarship (NOS) for ST students

4
National Fellowship and Scholarship for Higher Education for ST
students

5
Grants-in-Aid to Voluntary Organisation working for the welfare of
Scheduled Tribes

6 Strengthening Education among ST girls in Low Literacy Districts
7 Grants under Article 275(1) of the Constitution
8 Development of Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups
9 Special Central Assistance to Tribal Sub Scheme*

 

 

Most of the schemes/activities are demand driven. Funds are not allocated State-wise
under these schemes. However, State-wise funds are approved under certain schemes
like Grants under Article 275(1) of the Constitution for Eklavya Model Residential
Schools to provide quality middle and high school level education to Scheduled Tribe
students in remote areas, Development of Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups for
education activities and Special Central Assistance to Tribal Sub Scheme for Boys &
Girls Hostels for STs and other educational activities. Proposals are received from
State Governments and are placed before Project Appraisal Committee (PAC) in the
Ministry for appraisal and approval and funds are released accordingly.

 

Since, these are ongoing schemes, no timeline has been fixed. However, the
Scholarship for Higher Education component under the scheme “National Fellowship
and Scholarship for Higher Education for ST students” is an on board scheme and the
timelines are as per National Scholarship Portal. As for Fellowships and National
Overseas Scholarships, disbursements of scholarship for renewal are a continuous
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process and for fresh candidates disbursement is subject to selection for the year as
per the scheme guidelines.

 

This information was given by the Union Minister of State for Tribal Affairs Shri.
Jaswantsinh Bhabhor in Lok Sabha today

*****

NB/RN/UD
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Survey in Tribal Areas
Ministry of Tribal Affairs

Survey in Tribal Areas

Posted On: 23 JUL 2018 5:27PM by PIB Delhi

As informed by Government of Maharashtra, the State Government has given priority to
the unconnected tribal areas with roads under various schemes. The District and State
level agencies conduct survey of the areas where roads are not available, such areas
are planned to be covered with roads in coming 3 years.

Also, the Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY) is a one-time special
intervention of the Union Government to provide rural connectivity, by way of single all-
weather road to the eligible unconnected habitations in the core network. PMGSY is
executed through State Governments.  The primary objective of the PMGSY is to
provide connectivity, by way of an all-weather road to the eligible unconnected
Habitations in the rural areas with a population of 500 persons and above in Plain
areas.  In respect of the Hill States (North-East, Sikkim, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu
&Kashmir and Uttarakhand), the Desert Areas (as identified in the Desert Development
Programme), the Tribal (Schedule V) areas and Selected Tribal and Backward Districts
the objective would be to connect eligible unconnected Habitations with a population of
250 persons and above. The Government of India has taken a decision to accelerate
execution of all-weather road connectivity to eligible habitations as per the Core
Network of PMGSY by March, 2019.

This information was given by the Union Minister of State for Tribal Affairs Shri.
Jaswantsinh Bhabhor  in Lok Sabha today .

 

                                ***
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Schemes launched by Ministry of Tribal Affairs for the welfare of Scheduled Tribes
Ministry of Tribal Affairs

Schemes launched by Ministry of Tribal Affairs for the
welfare of Scheduled Tribes

Posted On: 23 JUL 2018 5:22PM by PIB Delhi

The following are the schemes of Ministry of Tribal Affairs for the welfare of scheduled
tribes:

Special Central Assistance to Tribal Sub-Scheme (SCA to TSS)

Special Central Assistance to Tribal Sub-Scheme (SCA to TSS)is 100% grant from
Government of India  (since 1977-78). It is charged to Consolidated Fund of India
(except grants for North Eastern States, a voted item) and is an additive to State Plan
funds and efforts for Tribal Development. This grant is utilized for economic
development of Integrated Tribal Development Project (ITDP), Integrated Tribal
Development Agency (ITDA), Modified Area Development Approach (MADA), Clusters,
Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs) and dispersed tribal population. SCA to
TSS covers 23 States: Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Goa, Gujarat,
Himachal Pradesh, Jammu &Kashmir, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Manipur, Odisha, Rajasthan, Sikkim, Tamil Nadu, Telangana,
Tripura, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal.

 

Grants-in-aid under Article 275(1) of the Constitution:

Grants-in-aid under Proviso to Article 275(1) of Constitution of India is 100% annual
grant from Government of India to States. It is charged to Consolidated Fund of India
(except grants for NE States, a voted item) and is an additive to State Plan funds and
efforts for Tribal Development. Grant is provided to 27 States, namely, Andhra
Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Goa, Gujarat, Himachal
Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh,
Manipur, Maharashtra, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Odisha, Rajasthan, Sikkim,
Tamil Nadu, Telangana, Tripura, Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand and West Bengal. Funds
are utilised for the socio economic development of ITDA, MADA, Clusters and for
PVTGs.

 

Development of Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs):

The scheme of Development of PVTGs covers 75 identified PVTGs in 18 States and
UT of Andaman & Nicobar Islands for the activities like housing, land distribution, land
development, agricultural development, animal husbandry, construction of link roads,
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installation of non-conventional sources of energy for lighting purpose, social security
including JanashreeBima Yojana or any other innovative activity meant for the
comprehensive socio-economic development of PVTGs. The scheme is flexible as it
enables the States to focus on areas that they consider is relevant to PVTGs and their
socio-cultural environment.

Institutional Support for Development & Marketing of Tribal Products / Produce
(Central Sector Scheme)

Under the scheme, Grants-in-aid are released to State Tribal Development Cooperative
Corporations (STDCCs) and Tribal Cooperative Marketing Development Federation of
India Ltd. (TRIFED) which is a multi-State Cooperative under Ministry of Tribal Affairs
(MoTA).

The scope of this Scheme is: -

                  To give comprehensive support for people belonging to various tribes in the
entire range of production, product development, preservation of traditional heritage,
support to both forest and agricultural produce of tribal people, support to Institutions to
carry the above activities, provisions of better infrastructure, development of designs,
dissemination of information about price and the agencies which are buying the
products, support to Government agencies for sustainable marketing and thereby
ensure a reasonable price regime.

Sharing of information with Gram Panchayats and Gram Sabhas ,Skill upgradation,
development of utilitarian products for increase in value in market.

         The objective of the Scheme is to create institutions for the Scheduled Tribes to
support marketing and development of activities they depend on for their livelihood. 
These are sought to be achieved by specific measures like (i) market intervention; (ii)
training and skill up-gradation of tribal Artisans, Craftsmen, Minor Forest Produce
(MFP) gatherers etc.; (iii) R&D/IPR activity; and (iv) Supply chain infrastructure
development.

‘Mechanism for Marketing of Minor Forest Produce (MFP) through Minimum
Support Price (MSP) and Development of Value Chain for MFP’ as a measure of
social safety for MFP gatherers (Centrally Sponsored Scheme)         

This Ministry has introduced from the year 2013-14, a centrally sponsored scheme of
‘Mechanism for marketing of Minor Forest Produce (MFP) through Minimum Support
Price (MSP) and Development of Value Chain for MFP’ as a measure of social safety
for MFP gatherers who are primarily member of Scheduled Tribesand other traditional
forest dwellers whose very livelihood depends on collection and selling of MFP.

The scheme seeks to establish a system to ensure fair monetary returns for their efforts
in collection, primary processing, storage, packaging, transportation etc. It also seeks to
get them a share of revenue from the sales proceeds with cost deducted. It also aims
to address other issues for sustainability of process.
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The scheme envisages fixation and declaration of Minimum Support Price for the
selected MFP. Procurement & Marketing operation at pre fixed MSP will be undertaken
by the designated State Agencies. Simultaneously, other medium &long term issues
like sustainable collection, value addition, infrastructure development, knowledge base
expansion of MFP, market intelligence development, strengthening the bargaining
power of Gram Sabha/ Panchayat will also be addressed.

 

To start with, the scheme had been implemented in States having areas under
Schedule V of the Constitution and covered ten MFP items. Recently, however, the
guidelines of the scheme ‘Mechanism for Marketing of Minor Forest Produce (MFP)
through Minimum Support Price (MSP) and Development of Value Chain for MFP’ has
been modified after discussion with various stakeholders and TRIFED, and MSP of the
existing MFP items has been revised as also fourteen more MFP items have been
added to the list.

 

 Support to National Scheduled Tribes Finance and Development Corporation
(NSTFDC)/State Scheduled Tribes Finance and Development Corporations
(STFDCs)

NSTFDC a fully owned Public Sector Enterprise of Government of India, is provided
with 100% equity share capital contribution by the Ministry of Tribal Affairs.  The
authorized share capital of the Corporation is Rs. 750.00 crore.  The paid up Share
capital is Rs 599.11 crore (as on 31.12.2017).  The main objectives of NSTFDC are:-

 

To identify economic activities of importance to the Scheduled Tribes so as to generate
self-employment and raise their income level.To upgrade their skills and processes
through both institutional and on the job training.To make existing State/ UT Scheduled
Tribes Finance and Development Corporations (SCAs) and other developmental
agencies engaged in economic development of the Scheduled Tribes more effective.To
assist SCAs in project formulation, implementation of NSTFDC assisted schemes and
in imparting training to their personnel.To monitor implementation of NSTFDC assisted
schemes in order to assess their impact.The STFDCs are catering to STs in various
States and are provided assistance in the form of contribution towards share capital by
this Ministry.  The ratio of its contribution is in the share of 51:49 between State
Government and Central Government.  The main objectives of the scheme are:-
Identification of eligible ST families and motivating them to undertake economic
development schemes.Sponsoring those schemes to financial institutions for credit
support.Providing financial assistance in form of margin money on low rate of interest;
and Providing necessary linkage/ tie-up with other poverty alleviation programmes.
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PRE-MATRIC SCHOLARSHIPS TO ST STUDENTS (Class IX and X)

 

Applicable to students who are studying in Classes IX–X. Parental income from all
sources should be less than Rs.2.00 lakhs per annum, which is proposed to be revised
to Rs.2.50 lakhs per annum.Scholarships are paid @ Rs.150/- per month for Day
Scholars and @Rs.350/- per month for Hostellers, for a period of 10 months in a year.
This is proposed to be revised from existing Rs.150/- to Rs.225/- p.m. for Day Scholars,
and from Rs.350/- to  Rs.525/- p.m. for Hostellers.Central assistance in the share of
75:25 (90:10 for NER and Hilly States) to State Governments/UT Administrations is
available from the Government of India.Scholarship is distributed through the State
Government/UT Administration.

 

POST MATRIC SCHOLARSHIPS TO ST Students (Class XI and above)

 

Applicable to students who are studying in any recognized course from a recognized
institution for which qualification is Matriculation/Class X or above.

 

Parental income from all sources should be less than Rs.2.50 lakhs per annum.

 

Compulsory fees charged by educational institutions are reimbursed subject to the limit
fixed by the concerned State Fee fixation committee and scholarship amount of Rs.230
to Rs.1200 per month, depending upon the course of study is paid.

 

Central assistance in the share of 75:25 (90:10 for NER and Hilly States) to State
Governments/UT Administrations is available from the Government of India.

 

Scholarship is distributed through the State Government/UT Administration.

 

NATIONAL OVERSEAS SCHOLARSHIPS (NOS) for ST students for studying
abroad
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Provides financial assistance to selected students to pursue Post Graduation, Ph.D&
Post-Doctoral study abroad. 

 

A total of 20 awards are given every year. Of these, 17 awards are for STs and 3
awards for students belonging to Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups.

 

Parental/family income from all sources should not exceed Rs.6.00 lakhs per annum.

 

Annual maintenance allowance of £9900/-, annual contingency & Eqpt. allowance of
£1116/-, tuition fees as per actuals and other admissible fees are provided for
candidates in United Kingdom.

 

For candidates in USA, annual maintenance allowance of $15400/-, annual
contingency & equipment. allowance of $1532/-, tuition fees as per actuals and other
admissible fees are provided.  For candidates in other countries, US dollar or
equivalent rate would be applicable.

 

Disbursement of scholarships through the Ministry of External Affairs/ Indian Missions
abroad.

 

 NATIONAL FELLOWSHIP & SCHOLARSHIP FOR HIGHER EDUCATION OF ST
STUDENTS:

 

SCHOLARSHIP FOR HIGHER EDUCATION (earlier known as Top Class
Education) For ST students.

 

Scholarship is given to ST students for pursuing studies in prescribed courses in any of
the 246 institutes of excellence across the country like IITs, AIIMS, IIMs, NIITs, etc.
identified by the Ministry.

Total number of scholarships is 1000 per year.

Family income from all sources does not exceed Rs.6.00 lakhs per annum.
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Scholarship amount includes tuition fees, living expenses and allowances for books
and computer.

FELLOWSHIP (earlier known as RGNF) SCHEME FOR ST STUDENTS).

 

750 fellowships are provided to ST students each year for pursing higher studies in
India for MPhil and PhD. 

Fellowship is granted as per UGC norms, @Rs.25,000/- for JRF and @Rs.28,000/- for
SRF.

 

Duration of Fellowship:

a. Enrolment of M.Phil. 2 years

b. Ph.D (exclusively) 5 years

c. Enrolment of Ph.D after completion of M.Phil.
2 years (M.Phil) and

years (Ph.D)1.

 

Scheme of Strengthening Education among ST Girls in Low Literacy Districts

The primary objective of this Central Sector Scheme is promotion of education among
tribal girls in the identified low literacy districts of the country. The schemeaims to
improve the socio-economic status of the poor and illiterate tribal population through
the education of women. The Scheme has been revised with effect from 1.4.2008. Now
it is-being implemented in 54 identified low literacy districts where ST Population is 25%
or more and ST female literacy rate is below 35% as per 2001 census. The Scheme
aims to bridge the gap in literacy levels between the general female population and
tribal women and is meant exclusively for ST Girls. The educational complexes are
established in rural areas of identified districts and have classes I to V with a provision
for up gradation up to class Xll, provided there is sufficient accommodation for
classrooms, hostel, a kitchen, gardening and for sports facilities. The educational
complexes impart not only formal education to tribal girls but also train the students in
agriculture, animal husbandry, other vocations and crafts to make them economically
strong.

Scheme of Grant-in-aid to voluntary organizations working for the welfare of
Scheduled Tribes

The Scheme was launched in 1953-54 and was last revised w.e.f. 1stApril 2008. The
prime objective of the scheme is to enhance the reach of welfare schemes of
Government and fill the gaps in service deficient tribal areas, in the sectors such as
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education, health, drinking water, agro-horticultural productivity, social security net etc.
through the efforts of voluntary organizations, and to provide favourable environment
for socio-economic upliftment and overall development of the Scheduled Tribes (STs).
Any other innovative activity having direct positive impact on the socio-economic
development or livelihood generation of STs may also be considered through voluntary
efforts. The scheme is Central Sector Scheme. The grants are provided to the non-
governmental organizations on application, in a prescribed format, duly recommended
by the multi-disciplinary State Level Committee of the concerned State Government /
UT Administration. Funds are generally provided to the extent of 90% by the
Government. The voluntary organization is expected to bear the remaining 10%
balance from its own resources.

Vocational Training in Tribal Areas

The main aim of the Scheme is to develop the skills of the ST youth for a variety of jobs
as well as selfemployment and to improve their socio-economic condition by enhancing
their income. The scheme covers allthe State and Union Territories. lt is not an area-
specific scheme, the condition being thatfree vocational training facilities are extended
only to tribal youth. 100% grants underthe scheme are provided to the State, Union
Territories and other Associations implementing the Scheme. Each Vocational Training
Centre (VTC) under the Scheme may cater to 5 vocational courses in traditional skills
depending upon the employment potential of the area. Keeping in view the limited
potential of even skilled persons in interiors areas, each ST boy/girl is trained in two
trades of his/her choice, the course in each trade being for duration of three months.
Each trainee is to be attached at the end of six months to a master craftsman in a
semiurban/urban area for a period of six months, to learn his/her skills by practical
experience. The scheme has been revised with effect from 1.4.2009 to provide
enhanced financial norms and to ensure linkages of vocational courses with recognized
certificate/diploma through affiliation/accreditation of courses and institutions under
Modular Employable Skills and Craftsman Training Scheme by National Council of
VocationalTraining of Ministry of Labour and Employment

Support to Tribal Research Institutes (TRIs) and Tribal Festivals, Research
Information and Mass Education;

In the above schemes, the focus of the Ministry is to preserve and promote tribal
culture and dissemination of information. To preserve tribal art and culture, financial
assistance is provided to TRI’s to carry out various activities to preserve and promote
tribal culture and heritage across the country through research and documentation,
maintenance and preservation of art & artefacts, setting up of tribal museum, exchange
visits for the tribals to other parts of the State, organizing tribal festivals etc. Funding
under this Scheme is 100% grant-in-aid by the Ministry of Tribal Affairs to the TRIs on
need basis with the approval of APEX Committee. TRIs would be responsible to
prepare proposal and detailed action plan for the year alongwith budgetary requirement
and submit it to the Ministry through State Tribal Welfare Department. This information
was given by the Union Minister of State for Tribal Affairs Shri. Jaswantsinh Bhabhor  in
Lok Sabha today .
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Scheme of Hostels for ST Girls and Boys
Ministry of Tribal Affairs

Scheme of Hostels for ST Girls and Boys

Posted On: 23 JUL 2018 5:20PM by PIB Delhi

Ministry of Tribal Affairs (MoTA) was running a separate scheme ‘“Hostels for ST
Girls and Boys”under which funds were provided to State Governments for
construction of hostels as per following norms:

Funding Pattern
Central Share State Share
(i) 100% for girls hostel --
(ii) 100% for boys hostels in LWE areas --
(iii) 100% for UTs --
(iv) 50% for Boys hostel in States. 50%
(v) 90% for Central Universities and
remaining 10% by the Universities.

--

(vi) 45% for Universities other than Central
Universities and 10% by the concerned
universities.

45% (In case State does not
contribute, the share is to be
borne by the concerned
universities.

 

However, as a part of rationalization of schemes of the Ministry, it has been decided to
subsume the intervention of ‘construction of boys and girls hostels’ under the Scheme
of ‘Special Central Assistance to Tribal Sub-Scheme (SCA to TSS)’ from 2018-19
onwards, wherein assistance is provided as 100% grant in the form of an additive to
State funds and efforts for tribal development.

 

As informed by State Government of Kerala, 48 hostels are functional as on
21.03.2018. Thiruvananthapuram and  Pathanamthitta , Kasargod districts each has
one boys hostel while in Kottayam has one girl hostel and in Idukki district has 9 hostels
of them 5 are for girls and 4 are for boys, in Ernakulam district has 4 girls hostel,
Thirssur has 2 boys hostel , in Palakkad district has 8 hostels of which 4 meant for girls
and 4 for boys , in Malappuram has 6 hostel of which 3 for boys 3 for girls, Kozhikode
has 2 boys hotel, Wayanad  has 15 hostel of which 11 are boys hostel.

 

This information was given by the Union Minister of State for Tribal Affairs Shri.
Jaswantsinh Bhabhor  in Lok Sabha today .
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The Trafficking of Persons (Prevention, Protection and Rehabilitation) Bill, 2018
Security / Law / Strategic affairs

The Trafficking of Persons
(Prevention, Protection and
Rehabilitation) Bill, 2018

The Trafficking of Persons (Prevention, Protection and
Rehabilitation) Bill, 2018 was introduced in Lok Sabha by the
Minister of Women and Child Development, Ms. Maneka Gandhi
on July 18, 2018.  The Bill provides for the prevention, rescue,
and rehabilitation of trafficked persons.  Key features of the Bill
include:

●

National Anti-Trafficking Bureau:  The Bill provides for the
establishment of a National Anti-Trafficking Bureau to investigate
trafficking cases and implement provisions of the Bill.  The
Bureau will comprise of police officers, and any other officers as
required.  It may take over the investigation of any offence under
the Bill, that has been referred to it by two or more states. 
Further, the Bureau may: (i) request the state government to co-
operate in the investigation, or (ii) transfer the case to the state
government for investigation and trial, with approval from the
central government.

●

Functions of the Bureau:  Key functions of the Bureau include:
(i) coordinating and monitoring surveillance along known routes,
(ii) facilitating surveillance, enforcement and preventive steps at
source, transit and destination points, (iii) maintaining
coordination between law enforcement agencies and non-
governmental organisations and other stakeholders, and (iv)
increasing international cooperation with authorities abroad for
intelligence sharing, and mutual legal assistance.

●

State Anti-Trafficking Officers:  Under the Bill, the state
government will appoint a State Nodal Officer.  He will be
responsible for: (i) follow up action under the Bill, as per the
instructions of the State Anti-Trafficking Committee, and (ii)
providing relief and rehabilitation services.  The state
government will also appoint a Police Nodal Officer at the state
and district levels.  The state government will also designate
Anti-Trafficking Police Officers for each district, to deal with all
matters related to trafficking in the district.

●

Anti-Trafficking Units:  The Bill also provides for the setting up
of Anti-Trafficking Units (ATUs) at the district level.  ATUs will
deal with the prevention, rescue, and protection of victims and
witnesses, and for the investigation and prosecution of trafficking
offences.  In districts where an ATU is not functional, this
responsibility will be taken up by the local police station. 

●

Current Status: Pending
Ministry: Women & Child
Development

Stage Date
Introduction Jul 18, 2018
Com. Ref.
Com. Rep.
Lok Sabha Introduced
Rajya Sabha

Relevant Links

  Bill Text   (174 KB)

     (1322 KB)

  PRS Bill Summary  (374
KB)
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Anti-Trafficking Relief and Rehabilitation Committee:  The
Bill provides for the establishment of Anti-Trafficking Relief and
Rehabilitation Committees (ATCs) at the national, state, and
district levels.  These Committees will be responsible for: (i)
providing compensation to victims, (ii) repatriation of victims, and
(iii) re-integration of victims in society, among others.

●

Search and rescue:  An Anti-Trafficking Police Officer or an
ATU can rescue persons, if there is an imminent danger to
them.  They will be produced before a Magistrate or Child
Welfare Committee for medical examination.  The district ATC
will provide relief and rehabilitation services to the rescued
persons. 

●

Protection and rehabilitation:  The Bill requires the central or
state government to set up Protection Homes.  These would
provide shelter, food, counselling, and medical services to
victims.  Further, the central or state government will maintain
Rehabilitation Homes in each district, to provide long-term
rehabilitation to the victims.  Rehabilitation of victims will not be
dependent on criminal proceedings being initiated against the
accused, or the outcome of the proceedings.  The central
government will also create a Rehabilitation Fund, which will be
used to set up these Protection and Rehabilitation Homes. 

●

Time-bound trial:  The Bill provides for setting up designated
courts in each district, which will seek to complete trial within a
year.

●

Penalties:  The Bill specifies the penalties for various offences
including for (i) trafficking of persons, (ii) promoting trafficking,
(iii) disclosing the identity of the victim, and (iv) aggravated
trafficking (such as trafficking for bonded labour and begging). 
For example, aggravated trafficking will be punishable with
rigorous imprisonment of 10 years up to life imprisonment, along
with a minimum fine of one lakh rupees.  Further, the publishing
of any material which may lead to the trafficking of a person will
be punishable with imprisonment between five and 10 years, and
a fine between Rs 50,000 and one lakh rupees. 

●
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Ban on entry of women in Sabarimala is patriarchal: SC

The court said the practice is mired in chauvinism.Leju Kamal  

Ban on entry of women of a certain age group at the Sabarimala temple is based on the
“patriarchal” belief that the dominant status of a man in society makes him capable of austerity,
while a woman, who is only a “chattel of a man,” is incapable of remaining pure for the 41 days of
penance before the pilgrimage, the Supreme Court observed on Wednesday.

The Constitution Bench led by Chief Justice Dipak Misra said the court could not accept a practice
mired in patriarchy and chauvinism.

‘Not imposed’

The Travancore Devaswom Board, which is against the opening up of the Sabarimala temple to
women aged between 10 and 51, responded that every religion then was based on male
chauvinism. “Prohibition is not because of male chauvinism. It is linked to the penance and
character of the deity. Women accept the prohibition, it is not imposed on them,” said senior
advocate A.M. Singhvi, for the Board.

But Justice D.Y. Chandrachud said a woman’s acceptance could be traced to a certain social
conditioning from the time of her birth in a patriarchal society. She must have unquestioningly
accepted the ban, considering that “she has always been told what to say, what to do or not do...”

“My beliefs may be fickle, irrational. But do not search for logic here... These are sensitive matters
of religion,” Mr. Singhvi said. He pointed to self-flagellation practised by some Shias. “You can say
the practice is barbaric or you can say it is religious. But the truth is people believe in it even
though it may not be in consonance with the modern notions of 2018.”

He said women do not ever enter mosques in India, irrespective of menstruation or age.

Justice Chandrachud responded that the court did not depend on modern ethos to examine the
question of rights.

Core belief

Mr. Singhvi said the ban was the crux of Sabarimala itself. He argued that the court could not
unsettle the “continuous and uninterrupted” core belief of a Hindu sect on the basis of an Article 32
petition.

“It is not for you or me to say the practice is irrational. That is a belief held by all Ayyappa Swamis
[pilgrims to Sabarimala],” he said.
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Why the new amendment of POCSO is necessary

The Union law ministry has cleared a proposal to amend the Protection of Children from Sexual
Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012, for enhancing punishment in cases of sexual assault against young
boys. The amendment is necessary because of the passage of the Criminal Law (Amendment)
Ordinance, 2018, on April 22 which provides for death penalty only for those convicted of raping a
girl below 12 years of age.

The April ordinance amended Section 376 of the Indian Penal Code (IPC) and also changed
Section 42 of the POCSO Act, to say that newly-amended IPC section would apply to girls below
the age of 12 years. While POCSO is gender-neutral, the amended Section 376 mentions the
word “woman”. This meant that those guilty of raping boys below the age of 12 would not be
subject to the death penalty provision. To correct this anomaly, the women and child development
ministry wants to amend Sections 4, 5 and 6 of the POCSO Act, which will make rape committed
against “any child” below 12 punishable with death. The amendments will be placed before the
Cabinet this week.

While there are strong arguments against the death penalty, this amendment is necessary to
ensure that POCSO remains gender neutral in legal terms. It also acknowledges the fact that boys
are as susceptible to grievous sexual assault as girls. The Centre’s 2007 study on child abuse
reports that a shocking 53.2% of children say they have experienced one or more form of sexual
abuse. Of this number, 52.9% are boys. Boys of all ages, and of all backgrounds, across locations
and states, report that they have experienced sexual abuse.

A strong law can help victims justice, irrespective of gender.
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The Sabarimala singularity

The Supreme Court is currently hearing oral arguments in Indian Young Lawyers Association v.
State of Kerala, in which rules that bar the entry of women aged between 10 and 50 years into the
Sabarimala temple in Kerala have been called into question. At a purely unreflecting level the case
might well appear to us to be an easy one to resolve. To prohibit women from entering a public
space, from worshipping in a shrine of their choice, one would think, ought to be anathema to the
tenets of a constitutional democracy. But, as a study of the rival contentions made before the five-
judge Bench that heard arguments shows us, the religious freedom clauses in the Constitution are
possessed of a special complexity, which the court’s own past jurisprudence has turned into a
quagmire of contradictions.

Generally, the right to freedom of religion of both individuals and groups is recognised as an
intrinsic facet of a liberal democracy. The Constitution memorialises these guarantees in Articles
25 and 26. The former recognises a right to freedom of conscience and a right to freely profess,
practise, and propagate religion, subject to common community exceptions of public order,
morality, and health, and also, crucially, to the guarantee of other fundamental rights. Article
25(2)(b) creates a further exception to the right. It accords to the state a power to make legislation,
in the interests of social welfare and reform, throwing open Hindu religious institutions of public
character to all classes and sections of Hindus. Article 26, on the other hand, which is also subject
to limitations imposed on grounds of public order, morality, and health, accords to every religious
denomination the right, among other things, to establish and maintain institutions for religious
purposes and to manage their own affairs in matters of religion.

Until now, most cases involving a bar of entry into temples have involved a testing of laws made in
furtherance of Article 25(2)(b). For example, in Sri Venkataramana Devaru v. State of Mysore
(1958), the Supreme Court examined the validity of the Madras Temple Entry Authorisation Act of
1947, which was introduced with a view to removing “the disabilities imposed by custom or usage
on certain classes of Hindus against entry into a Hindu temple.” The court upheld the law on the
ground that statutes made under clause 2(b) to Article 25 served as broad exceptions to the
freedom of religion guaranteed by both Articles 25 and 26.

But here, in Indian Young Lawyers Association, the attack is to the converse; it is to Rule 3(b) of
the Kerala Hindu Places of Public Worship (Authorisation of Entry) Rules, 1965, which states,
“Women who are not by custom and usage allowed to enter a place of public worship shall not be
entitled to enter or offer worship in any place of public worship.”

It is by placing reliance on these rules that the Sabarimala temple prohibits women aged between
10 and 50 years from entering the shrine. It claims, through the Travancore Devaswom Board, that
its deity, Lord Ayyappa, is a “Naisthik Brahmachari,” and that allowing young women to enter the
temple would affect the idol’s “celibacy” and “austerity”. At play, therefore, in the case is a clash
between a series of apparently conflicting claims: among others involving the temple’s right to
decide for itself how its religious affairs ought to be managed, the rights of a community of
devotees who believe that a bar on women’s entry is an essential religious practice, and the rights
of those women seeking to assert not only their freedom to unreservedly enter and pray at the
shrine, but also their rights to be recognised as equals under the Constitution.

Traditionally, to resolve tensions of this kind, the Supreme Court has relied on a very particular
jurisprudence that it has carved for itself to determine what manners of rituals and beliefs deserve
special constitutional protection. This doctrine requires the court to define what constitutes, in its
own words, an “essential religious practice”. Judging by its reaction to arguments made in Indian
Young Lawyers Association, it appears that the Bench sees this canon as integral to how the case
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ought to now be decided. Indeed, the petitioners have argued that the ban enforced on
menstruating women from entering the Sabarimala shrine does not constitute a core foundation of
the assumed religious denomination. On the other hand, the Devaswom Board contends that
established customs deserve respect, that this particular Lord Ayyappa in Sabarimala is a celibate,
and that women of menstruating age are, therefore, forbidden from entering the temple.

Were the court to enter into an analysis of these rival claims, by conducting something akin to a
trial on whether there exists a tradition as claimed that is essential to the practice of religion, it
would be exceeding the remit of its authority, effectively causing it to shoulder dogmatic power
over theology. Therefore, what we need is a subtler yet more profound inquiry. Once the court
finds that the Sabarimala temple does not represent a separate denomination (this claim is a
particularly difficult one for the Dewaswom Board to meet, given that the temple is otherwise open
to the public at large), the court must ask itself whether it should yield to the temple’s view on an
assumption that there does exist a time-honoured custom prohibiting any women aged between
10 and 50 years from praying at the shrine.

On such a study, the court will undoubtedly notice that most policies of exclusion in India’s history
have been defended as being extensions of a prescription of faith, of being rooted in culture and
tradition. To defer to an association’s leaders in matters such as these can only, therefore, have
the effect of immortalising discrimination. As Madhavi Sunder wrote in a 2002 paper, to side with
“advocates of any singular vision of a community… will often have the effect of silencing (indeed,
banishing) dissenters and narrowly defining an association. Worse still, law favouring the
autonomy of the group over the autonomy of the individual tends to have the harmful effect of
favouring the view of the association proffered by the powerful over the views proffered by less
powerful members of the group that is, traditionally subordinate members such as women,
children, and sexual minorities.”

Indeed, Professor Sunder’s pioneering work on cultural dissent represents a fine starting point in
any bid to find a progressive solution to the dispute over temple entry. It’s easy to see the manifold
attractions of a general policy of limited judicial intervention in matters of religion. But the court
should see this as an opportunity not to rationalise religious practices, but to overturn its existing
passé ideas on the subject. Given the inexorable relationship in India between religion and public
life, it’s time the court shattered the conventional divides of the public and the private. If the court
can look beyond the essential practices doctrine and see this case for what it really is — a denial
to women not only of their individual rights to freedom of religion but also of equal access to public
space — it can help set the tone for a radical re-reading of the Constitution. This can help the
court reimagine its jurisprudence in diverse areas, making a meaningful difference to people’s civil
rights across spectrums of caste, class, gender and religion. Ultimately, the Constitution must be
seen as representing not a hoary conception of boundaries between the state and the individual,
but as a transcendental tool for social revolution.

Suhrith Parthasarathy is an advocate practising at the Madras High Court
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Mahila Shakti Kendra Scheme to empower rural women through community participation
Ministry of Women and Child Development

Mahila Shakti Kendra Scheme to empower rural women
through community participation

Posted On: 26 JUL 2018 6:11PM by PIB Delhi

Government of India has approved a new scheme namely Mahila Shakti Kendra for
implementation during 2017-18 upto 2019-20 to empower rural women through community
participation. The Scheme is implemented with cost sharing ratio of 60:40 between centre and
states except for North East and Special Category States where the ratio is 90:10. The scheme is
envisaged to work at various levels and at the national level (domain based knowledge support)
and state level (State Resource Centre for Women) technical support to the respective
governments on issues related to women is provided. Community engagement through College
Student Volunteers is envisioned in 115 aspirational districts as part of the Block Level initiatives.
Student volunteers are to play an instrumental role in awareness generation regarding various
important government schemes/ programmes as well as social issues. District Level Centre for
Women (DLCW) has also been envisaged for 640 districts to be covered in phased manner.
These centres to serve as a link between village, block and state level in facilitating women centric
schemes and also give foothold for Beti Bachao Beti Padhao (BBBP) scheme at the district level.

The above Information was given by Minister of State for Women and Child Development, DR.
VIRENDRA KUMAR in reply to an Unstarred Question in the Rajya Sabha, today.

 

                                                            ******
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A total Fund of Rupees 282 Crores spent on Beti Bachao Beti Padhao (BBBP) Scheme in the last
3 years.
Ministry of Women and Child Development

A total Fund of Rupees 282 Crores spent on Beti Bachao
Beti Padhao (BBBP) Scheme in the last 3 years.

Sex ratio at birth (SRB) shows improving trend in 104 of 161
districts studied: DR. VIRENDRA KUMAR

Posted On: 26 JUL 2018 6:09PM by PIB Delhi

 The details of funds spent under the Beti Bachao Beti Padhao (BBBP) Scheme during the
last three years and current year are as under:

S. No Financial Year
Funds spent (Rs. in
crore)

1 2015-16 59.37

2 2016-17 28.65

3 2017-18 169.10

4 2018-19 25.40*

                * Till 20.07.2018

    As per Health Management Information System (HMIS) data of Ministry of Health & Family
Welfare, out of 161 selected districts under BBBP, sex ratio at birth (SRB) has shown improving
trend in 104 districts (1 district stable trend) in the period between 2015-16 and 2016-17.

The above Information was given by Minister of State for Women and Child Development, DR.
VIRENDRA KUMAR in reply to an Unstarred Question in the Rajya Sabha, today.

 

                                                            ******
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Government adopts multi-pronged strategy for overall development of tribal people living across
the country
Ministry of Tribal Affairs

Government adopts multi-pronged strategy for overall
development of tribal people living across the country

Posted On: 26 JUL 2018 6:02PM by PIB Delhi

Government has adopted a multi-pronged strategy for overall development of tribal people living
across the country, which includes support for education, health, sanitation, water supply, skill
development, livelihood etc. Major part of infrastructure development and provision of basic
amenities in tribal areas / regions in the country is carried out through various schemes /
programmes of concerned Central Ministries and the State Governments concerned, while the
Ministry of Tribal Affairs provides additive to these initiatives by way of plugging critical gaps.
There is no proposal for introducing new schemes. The present schemes being implemented by
the Ministry for the welfare of Scheduled Tribes. Review of existing schemes is a regular process
and areas requiring emphasis are strengthened. The details of beneficiaries under some schemes
of the Ministry, where available, during the last three years is as under: -

 

Sl.
No.

Name of the Scheme

No. of Beneficiaries

2015-16
2016-
17

2017-18

1
Grants-in-Aid to Voluntary Organisations working for the Welfare of
Scheduled Tribes

634119 944281 1812269

2 Strengthening Education among ST girls in Low Literacy Districts 36116 29708 35455

3 Vocational Training Centre in Tribal Areas (NGO component) - 480 1460

4 Article 275(1) of the Constitution – Beneficiaries under EMRSs 44691 51959 56708

5
Special Central Assistance to Tribal Sub Scheme & Article 275(1) of
the Constitution – Beneficiaries under Skill Development &
Entrepreneurship

82200 61989 71397

6
Supports to National / State Scheduled Tribes Finance &
Development Corporations

92824 107026 42369

 

In recent years, no study has been conducted by the Ministry regarding impact of these schemes
in improving the quality of life.

 

This information was given by the Union Minister of State for Tribal Affairs Shri. Jaswantsinh
Bhabhor in Rajya Sabha today.
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National Monitoring Committee has been set up to look into issues related to displacement,
compensation, payment and resettlement including those of tribal persons
Ministry of Tribal Affairs

National Monitoring Committee has been set up to look into
issues related to displacement, compensation, payment and
resettlement including those of tribal persons

Posted On: 26 JUL 2018 6:01PM by PIB Delhi

The Department of Land Resources in the Ministry of Rural Development is the nodal agency for
matters relating to land acquisition. Acquisition of land for various projects is done by concerned
State Governments/ UT Administrations as per provisions laid down in the Land Rehabilitation Act,
1894 as well as under the Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency in Land Acquisition,
Rehabilitation and Resettlement Act, 2013 (RFCTLARR Act, 2013). Further, the Ministry of Water
Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation is the nodal Ministry for implementing
irrigation and Water Resources Projects in the country. Representations have been received
during the last 60 days in connection with the displacement of people due to Polavaram Dam,
Andhra Pradesh.

 

As per information obtained from the Government of Andhra Pradesh through the Department of
Land Resources, land was acquired for construction of power House of Polavaram Project as per
land Acquisition Act, 1894 and compensation for land and properties and rehabilitation and
resettlement (R&R) benefits were extended to both tribal and non-tribals prior to 2012 as per
Andhra Pradesh Rehabilitation and Resettlement (AP R&R) Policy, 2005.

 

The Government of Andhra Pradesh is committed to extend all benefits as per the provisions of
Land Acquisition Act, 1894 upto 31.12.2013 and as per Right to Fair Compensation and
Transparency in Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Resettlement Act, 2013 (RFCTLARR Act,
2013) beyond this date.

 

To ensure adequate compensation and timely and proper rehabilitation of displaced tribal people
across the country, the Government has made special provisions in the “Right to Fair
Compensation and Transparency in Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Resettlement
(RFCTLARR) Act, 2013”. As per the Act, as far as possible, no land is to be acquired in the
scheduled area except as last resort. In case acquisition or alienation of any land in the Scheduled
Areas, prior consent of Gram Sabha or the Panchayat or the Autonomous District Councils, as the
case may be, are required to be obtained. The Act also lays down procedure and manner of
rehabilitation and resettlement (R&R) wherein R&R is an integral part of the land acquisition plan
itself. Chapter-V and VI of the said Act contain detailed provisions for R&R awards and their
implementation. The provisions of employment under the RFCTLARR Act, 2013 cover those
whose land has been acquired after 31.12.2013.
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In accordance with the provisions of Section 48 of the RFCTLARR Act, 2013 a National Monitoring
Committee has been set up under the Chairmanship of Secretary, Department of Land Resources
in the Ministry of Rural Development for reviewing and monitoring the implementation of
Rehabilitation and Resettlement Scheme, looking into issues related to displacement of people,
payment of compensation, rehabilitation and resettlement, and the status of land acquisition.

 

This information was given by the Union Minister of State for Tribal Affairs Shri. Sudarshan Bhagat
in Rajya Sabha today.
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Rs. 448362 lakh released for Pre and Post Matric Scholarship for ST students from 2015-16 to
2017-18
Ministry of Tribal Affairs

Rs. 448362 lakh released for Pre and Post Matric Scholarship
for ST students from 2015-16 to 2017-18

Posted On: 26 JUL 2018 6:01PM by PIB Delhi

During 2015-16, 2016-17 and 2017-18 a total of Rs 448362 lakh was released for Pre
and Post-Matric Scholarship Schemes for Scheduled Tribe students of which Rs.
406464.23 lakh has been utilized.  For Pre Matric Scholarship Schemes for Scheduled
Tribe students, Rs 60693.62 lakh was released during the above period of which Rs.
57312.24 lakh has been utilized while for Post Matric Scholarship Schemes,
Rs387668.7 lakh was released of which Rs. 349151.99 lakh was utilized.

Details of Fund Released and Utilized to State Government/UT Administrations
under the Scheme of Pre-Matric Scholarship for ST students studying in classes
IX & X is given below:

 

(Rs. in lakh)

Year &
Category

2015-16 2016-17  2017-18
 2018-19
(As on
23.07.2018)

 
Fund
Released

Utilized
Fund
Released

Utilized
Fund
Released

Utilized Fund Released

Total
Amount
Total

22868.95 20990.94 8416.64 7727.26 29408.03 28594.04 18293.07

 

Details of Fund Sanctioned/Released and Utilized to State Governments/UTs
Administrations under the Scheme of Post Matric Scholarship for ST students is
given below:

 

(Rs. in lakh)

Year &
Category

2015-16 2016-17 2017-18
 2018-19
(As on
23.07.2018)

Fund Utilized Fund Utilized Fund Utilized Fund
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Release
d

Released Released Released

Total
Amount

85714.55 83447.95 155567.36 148547.00 146386.79 117157.04 41592.21

 

Proposal to increase the scholarship amount under Pre-Matric Scholarship Scheme for
ST students from the existing Rs.150/- to Rs.225/- per month for Day Scholars, and
from Rs.350/- to Rs.525/- per month for Hostellers has been submitted for approval of
the Competent Authority.

 

This information was given by the Union Minister of State for Tribal Affairs Shri.
Jaswantsinh Bhabhor in Rajya Sabha today.

 

*****
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(Release ID: 1540331) Visitor Counter : 70

END

Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

www.pib.nic.in 2018-07-27

Vast improvement in Human Development Indicators pertaining to Scheduled Tribes
Ministry of Tribal Affairs

Vast improvement in Human Development Indicators
pertaining to Scheduled Tribes

Posted On: 26 JUL 2018 6:00PM by PIB Delhi

Data pertaining to decennial census, large scale sample surveys conducted by National Sample
Survey Office (NSSO) and various other surveys conducted by different Ministries / Departments
of Government of India, reveal that over the years there has been vast improvement in the human
development indicators pertaining to Scheduled Tribes (STs), for example, literacy rate for STs
has improved from 47.1% in 2001 to 59% in 2011. Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) for ST students
at Senior Secondary (classes XI-XII) level has increased from 35.4% in 2013-14 to 43.1% in 2015-
16. During 2015, 64.1% and 68.9% ST students have completed Class Xth and XIIth, respectively,
through various State and Central Examination Boards including Open Boards. In respect of
Scheduled Tribes, Infant Mortality Rate has declined from 62.1 (2005-06) to 44.4 (2015-16), Under
Five Mortality Rate has declined from 95.7 (2005-06) to 57.2 (2015-16), and Institutional Delivery
has increased from 17.7% in 2005-06 to 68.0% in 2015-16.

 

This information was given by the Union Minister of State for Tribal Affairs Shri. Jaswantsinh
Bhabhor in Rajya Sabha today.
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Reservation in promotion for Scheduled Tribes
Ministry of Tribal Affairs

Reservation in promotion for Scheduled Tribes

Posted On: 26 JUL 2018 6:00PM by PIB Delhi

Department of Personnel & Training, Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances and
Pensions is the nodal agency for framing policy for reservation of Scheduled Tribes. As
per Department of Personnel & Training, the benefit of reservation for the Central
Government posts and services is provided to the Scheduled Tribes as a composite
group and not caste/sub-caste wise. The representation of Scheduled Tribes in the
posts and services of the Central Government as on 01.01.2016 is 2,76,007 as against
the total employee of 32,58,663, which comes to about 8.4%.

 

Reservation to Scheduled Tribes is continuing in Direct Recruitment in all Grades. In
Promotion, reservation for Scheduled Tribes is available up to entry level of Group ‘A’.
No Specific time limit was fixed in DOPT’s OM dated 13.08.1997 for continuing
reservation in promotion for Scheduled Tribes. However, this OM was quashed by the
Hon’ble Delhi High Court on 23.08.2017 against which Special Leave Petition has been
filed by Union of India in the Hon’ble Supreme Court, which is pending.

 

This information was given by the Union Minister of State for Tribal Affairs Shri.
Jaswantsinh Bhabhor in Rajya Sabha today.
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Disbursement of Old Age, Disability and Widow Pensions
Ministry of Rural Development

Disbursement of Old Age, Disability and Widow Pensions

Posted On: 26 JUL 2018 5:59PM by PIB Delhi

Resolution of technical issues, if and when faced by the Banks, in dealing with assistance being
disbursed through them is an ongoing process. No Bank has raised any issue related to any
specific training requirement for their human resources for handling the pension issues.

Government has adopted the Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) Scheme for direct transfer of benefit
into the bank/post office accounts of beneficiaries of schemes under National Social Assistance
Programme (NSAP). Instructions have been issued to the States for getting the due consent for
seeding the Aadhaar details. Instructions also mention that disbursement of pension of any
beneficiary could not be affected due to non-availability of Aadhaar number. Further, NSAP
guidelines provide that given their physical, social and economic vulnerability, States should
ensure that an infirm/old beneficiary will not have to travel far distance to access his/her pension
account. As far as possible, for people who cannot cover distance physically, the objective is to
provide door step delivery.

Several Banks in many states are using the services of Bank Sakhi’s coming from self help groups
to provide cost effective solutions for delivery of pensions at home.

This information was provided by the Minister of State for Rural Development, Shri Ram Kripal
Yadav today in a written reply to a Lok Sabha question.

 

*****
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Para-Athletics under Khelo India Scheme
Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports

Para-Athletics under Khelo India Scheme

Posted On: 26 JUL 2018 5:46PM by PIB Delhi

Minister of State (Independent Charge) for Youth Affairs and Sports Col. Rajyavardhan Rathore
has said that the Khelo India Scheme has a dedicated vertical, namely, “Promotion of Sports
among persons with disabilities” for supporting athletes with disabilities including sportspersons for
Para-athletics. The indicative estimated expenditure for this vertical for the years 2018-19 and
2019-20 is Rs.15 crore each year.

In the Paralympic Games 2016, Indian para athletes won 04 medals (02 Gold, 01 silver and 01
bronze).  India won 01 Bronze medal in power-lifting event in Commonwealth Games 2018.           

In a written reply in Lok Sabha today, the Minister said that for promotion of sports among
differently-abled persons, Ministry has recognized three National Sports Federations (NSFs)
namely All India Sports Council of the Deaf (AISCD), Paralympic Committee of India (PCI), and
Special Olympic Bharat (SOB). Government provides support to the differently-abled athletes,
through their respective NSFs, for participation in national championships and international events.
All the three NSFs for the differently-abled athletes have been placed in the “Priority” category so
that they are eligible for maximum financial assistance under the Scheme of Assistance to NSFs.

He said in order to promote sports among the youth (both male and female sports person) across
the country, the Sports Authority of India (SAI), an autonomous organization under the aegis of
Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports, is implementing various Sports Promotional Schemes to
identify talented sports persons in the age group of 8-25 years and nurture them to excel in
national and international competitions.

 

           

******

 

AD/TFK

(Release ID: 1540305) Visitor Counter : 102

END

Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

www.pib.nic.in 2018-07-27

National Overseas Scholarships for Scheduled Castes
Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment

National Overseas Scholarships for Scheduled Castes

Posted On: 26 JUL 2018 3:23PM by PIB Delhi

The National Overseas Scholarship is a Central Sector scheme for Scheduled Caste
(SC) students. There is no state wise quota of slots under this Scheme. Advertisements
inviting applications under the scheme are published in leading newspapers and
Employment News twice a year, once at the beginning of the year and then once again
later during the financial year. The details of the scheme are also available on the
website of the Department. Apart from this the features of the scheme are also
broadcasted through radio channels of All India Radio in the programme ‘Sawarati Jaye
Jeewan ki Rahen’.

 

The state-wise details of the candidates selected under this Scheme for the last three
selection years are given below :

 

STATE WISE SELECTED CANDIDATES

S.No. STATE 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18

1 Andhra Pradesh 5 3 6

2 Arunachal Pradesh 0 1 0

3 Assam 2 1 0

4 Bihar 0 2 0

5 Chhattisgarh 0 4 1

6 Delhi 4 4 10

7 Gujarat 0 4 1

8 Haryana 0 1 2

9 Jammu & Kashmir 0 1 0

10 Jharkhand 0 2 0

11 Karnataka 3 3 10

12 Kerala 1 4 3

13 Madhya Pradesh 1 5 9

14 Maharashtra 1 5 9

15 Manipur 0 0 2
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16 Orissa 1 0 3

17 Punjab 4 2 7

18 Rajasthan 1 1 3

19 Tamil Nadu 4 5 6

20 Telangana 1 2 6

21 Tripura 0 1 0

22 Uttar Pradesh 6 8 14

23 West Bengal 1 1 4

TOTAL 50 108 183

 

This information was given by Minister of State for Social Justice and Empowerment Shri
Vijay Sampla in a written reply in Rajya Sabha today.

 

****

   Sanjay Kumar/jk/SJ&E-3/26-07-2018
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Jail term for those who abandon their parents
Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment

Jail term for those who abandon their parents

Posted On: 26 JUL 2018 3:21PM by PIB Delhi

The Maintenance and Welfare of Parents and Senior Citizens Act, 2007 is being
considered for amendments which inter-alia propose that “whoever, having the care or
protection of parent(s)/senior citizen(s) intentionally abuses or abandons such
parent(s)/senior citizen(s) shall be punishable with imprisonment of not less than three
months which may be extended to six months or fine up to Rupees Ten Thousand or
both”, and that “children” includes son or daughter whether biological, adoptive or step,
son-in-law, daughter-in-law, grandson, grand-daughter and also includes a minor
through his/her legal Guardian as the case may be”.

 

This information was given by Minister of State for Social Justice and Empowerment
Shri Vijay Sampla in a written reply in Rajya Sabha today.

 

****
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Village Development Plan Vis-A-Vis Living Standards of SC Concentrated Villages
Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment

Village Development Plan Vis-A-Vis Living Standards of SC
Concentrated Villages

Posted On: 26 JUL 2018 3:20PM by PIB Delhi

Pradhan Mantri Adarsh Gram Yojana (PMAGY) aims at overall development of selected SC
majority villages so as to provide them with all the necessary facilities to ensure that the disparity
between SC and non-SC population in terms of common socio-economic indicators is eliminated
and the indicators are raised to at least the level of the national average. The performance of the
scheme is being monitored in terms of achievement of the targets listed out in the Village
Development Plan (VDP) prepared for each village.

Under the PMAGY the National Institute of Rural Development & Panchayati Raj (NIRD&PR) has
been identified to provide technical resource support at the national level. At the State level, the
State Govts. are to identify suitable Institutions for the purpose and the final view has to be taken
by the concerned State Govts. in consultations with the Ministry.

 

A list of Institutions selected during the pilot phase including Himachal Pradesh is given below:

 

State Institution

Himachal Pradesh
Himachal Institute of Public Administrationa.
Dr. Y.S.Parmar University of Horticulture and Forestry, Solanb.

Tamil Nadu State Institute of Rural Development, Chennai

Bihar Government Technical Assistance Support Team (GTAST) Patna

Rajasthan Indira Gandhi Panchayati Raj&Gramin Vikas Sansthan, Jaipur

Assam National Institute of Rural Development, North Eastern Regional Centre, Guwahati

 

A total of 617 villages have so far been declared as ‘Adarsh Village’ by the respective State
Governments consequent upon reduction of Physical and Social infrastructural gaps in Scheduled
Caste Concentration villages during the last three years and the current years.

 

The district-wise details as below:

 

      Sl.No. District Year
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2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19

1 Morigaon 50 - - -

2 Nagaon 50 - - -

3 Gaya - -   23

4 Shri Ganganagar - - 160 -

5 Hanumangarh - - 65 -

6 Solan - 34 - -

7 Sirmaur - 10 - -

8 Thiruvarur - 157 - -

9 Cuddalore - 68 - -

 

This information was given by Minister of State for Social Justice and Empowerment Shri Vijay
Sampla in a written reply in Rajya Sabha today.

 

****
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The National Trust for Welfare of Persons with Autism, Cerebral Palsy, Mental Retardation and
Multiple Disabilities (Amendment) Bill, 2018
HRD / Labour / Health

The National Trust for Welfare
of Persons with Autism,
Cerebral Palsy, Mental
Retardation and Multiple
Disabilities (Amendment) Bill,
2018

The National Trust for Welfare of Persons with Autism, Cerebral
Palsy, Mental Retardation and Multiple Disabilities (Amendment)
Bill, 2018 was introduced in Rajya Sabha by Mr. Thawar Chand
Gehlot, Minister of Social Justice and Empowerment on July 18,
2018.  It amends the National Trust for Welfare of Persons with
Autism, Cerebral Palsy, Mental Retardation and Multiple
Disabilities Act, 1999. 

●

The 1999 Act sets up a National Trust to enable persons with
disability to live independently by: (i) promoting measures for
their protection in case of death of their parents, (ii) evolving
procedures for appointment of their guardians and trustees, and
(iii) facilitating equal opportunities in society.

●

Tenure of the Board:  Under the Act, the Chairperson and
members of the Board of the National Trust can hold office for a
term of three years from the date of their appointment or until
their successors are appointed, whichever is longer.  The Bill
amends this provision to fix the tenure of the Chairperson and
members of the Board to three years.  Further, the Bill states that
the central government will initiate the process for appointment of
the Chairperson or any member of the Board, at least six months
prior to the expiry of his tenure.

●

Resignation of Chairperson:  The Act states that if the
Chairperson or members of the Board resign, they will continue
in office until the appointment of their successor is made by the
central government.  The Bill amends this to allow the
Chairperson or members of the Board to hold office till their
resignation is accepted by the central government.

●

Current Status: Pending
Ministry: Social Justice and
Empowerment

Stage Date
Introduction Jul 18, 2018
Com. Ref.
Com. Rep.
Lok Sabha Introduced
Rajya Sabha

Relevant Links

  Bill Text   (24 KB)

     (340 KB)

  PRS Bill Summary  (534
KB)
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Handle children’s data with care, says committee

The Justice Srikrishna committee on data privacy has made specific mention of the need for
separate and more stringent norms for protecting the data of children, recommending that
companies be barred from certain types of data processing such as behavioural monitoring,
tracking, targeted advertising and any other type of processing which is not in the best interest of
the child.

“It is widely accepted that processing of personal data of children ought to be subject to greater
protection than regular processing of data,” the report said.

“The justification for such differential treatment arises from the recognition that children are unable
to fully understand the consequences of their actions. This is only exacerbated in the digital world
where data collection and processing is largely opaque and mired in complex consent forms.”

“Safeguarding the best interests of the child should be the guiding principle for statutory regulation
on protecting data of children,” the report said.

The committee noted that, at present, there were two types of entities processing the personal
data of children. The first type were services offered primarily to children, such as YouTube Kids,
Hot Wheels and Walt Disney, and the second were social media services such as Facebook and
Instagram.

The committee’s recommends that the Data Protection Authority will have the power to designate
websites or online services that process large volumes of personal data of children as “guardian
data fiduciaries”.

“Certain types of data processing have been objectively found to be harmful for children,” the
report said. “Harm, as used here, may be tangible [in terms of physical or reputational harm] or
intangible [in terms of loss of autonomy]. These include: behavioural monitoring, tracking, targeted
advertising and any other type of processing which is not in the best interest of the child. Guardian
data fiduciaries must be barred from these practices insofar as it pertains to children.”

Parental consent

The committee noted that this approach, of placing the onus of properly processing the data of a
child on the company, is preferable to the existing regulatory approach which is based solely on a
system of parental consent.

“A dominant criticism against parental consent is that it is prone to circumvention, as it risks
encouraging children to lie about their age, without achieving the intended purpose of protection,”
the report said.
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Fillip for neglected parents

The Assam government has set October 2 as the day for implementation of the Assam Employees
Parental Responsibility Norms for Accountability Monitoring Act, 2017, or the PRANAM Act.

The Act will enable parents of uncaring or abusive government employees to claim 10% of his or
her pay for their sustenance.

Besides parents, differently-abled siblings of a government employee can also claim maintenance
from his or her salary.
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LS passes Bill on rape punishment

Kiren Rijiju  

The Lok Sabha on Monday passed the Criminal Law (Amendment) Bill, 2018, that provides for the
death sentence for raping girls aged under 12 and enhances the minimum punishment for rape of
a woman from seven years to 10.

The Bill amends the Indian Penal Code, the Code of Criminal Procedure, the Indian Evidence Act
and the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act. The Bill, once passed by the Rajya
Sabha, will replace the Criminal Law (Amendment) Ordinance promulgated in April 2018, following
the outcry over the Kathua rape case. The minimum punishment for the rape of a girl under 12 will
be 20 years of rigorous imprisonment, the maximum being the death sentence or life
imprisonment. Earlier, the punishment was rigorous imprisonment ranging from 10 years to life
imprisonment, Minister of State for Home Affairs Kiren Rijiju told the House in his reply to the
debate on the Bill. For gang rape of a girl below 12, the punishment will be life imprisonment or
death.

The minimum punishment for rape of a girl under 16 will be 20 years of rigorous imprisonment,
extendable to life imprisonment. The punishment in such cases earlier was 10 years of rigorous
imprisonment. In the case of gang rape of a girl below 16, the punishment will be life
imprisonment.

The minimum punishment under the Bill for the rape of a girl over 16 is 10 years, extendable to life
(under Section 376, IPC). The minimum punishment earlier was seven years and the maximum,
life imprisonment.

The Bill also provides for investigation of rape cases within two months from the registration of an
FIR, Mr. Rijiju said. While there was no timeline earlier for disposal of an appeal after conviction in
a lower court, this would now have to be done within six months.

He said there was no longer any provision for anticipatory bail in the case of rape of a girl below
16. He said the government would set up fast track, special courts for rape cases.

He said the “character” of the victim would not be relevant to the question of consent.
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‘Sex workers won’t be criminalised’

The Women and Child Development Ministry on Monday sought to defend its Anti-Human
Trafficking Bill, and asserted that the proposed law did not criminalise consenting adult sex
workers and migrants.

The clarification comes at a time the Trafficking of Persons (Prevention, Protection and
Rehabilitation) Bill, 2018, is expected to be tabled in the Rajya Sabha after it was passed in the
Lok Sabha last week. The Congress and Left parties have demanded that the Bill be put through
legislative scrutiny and be sent to a Standing Committee.

“The Bill is clear in excluding consenting adults from its purview. While it criminalises trafficking for
the purpose of pushing a woman into sex work, it does not punish the act itself. At no point is the
victim held as a criminal, or detained against his/ her will...The Bill does not criminalise migration
per se ...,” according to a statement issued by the Ministry.

Facing criticism

The proposed legislation has faced criticism from several quarters, including UN experts, for
conflating trafficking with sex work and migration.

Maria Grazia Giammarinaro, special rapporteur on trafficking in persons, and Urmila Boola,
special rapporteur on contemporary forms of slavery, recently criticised the Bill for addressing
trafficking through a criminal law perspective instead of complementing it with a human-rights
based and victim-centred approach. They said that it promoted “rescue raids” by the police as well
as institutionalisation of victims in the name of rehabilitation, and that certain vague provisions
would lead to “blanket criminalisation of activities that do not necessarily relate to trafficking.”

The Ministry maintained that the Bill went beyond legislation and gave “primacy to victims’ rights of
privacy and dignity”, and adhered to various international standards such as the Global Compact
for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration, the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime Model Law
against Trafficking in Persons, and the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights (OHCHR) recommended Principles and Guidelines on Human Rights and Human
Trafficking.
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States should enforce regular social audits in homes for destitute girls

The girls in the Bihar destitute home used to cut themselves in order to avoid sexual abuse,
reports say. Yet, at least 34 of the 44 inmates were found to have suffered severe sexual violence
at the time of the Tata Institute for Social Sciences (TISS) audit of the home a few months back.
This is one of the 110 shelters in which TISS found a history of abuse. Had it not been for the
audit, the state of such shelters might never have come to light.

In the latest revelation, the main abuser, it is alleged, is the head of the shelter home. The state-
funded NGO which ran the shelter enabled the violence against the girls, allegedly resulting in
abortions and the death of at least one girl. The CBI inquiry which has been instituted is likely to
bring more information to light as to how these homes were able to function for so long with no
accountability either in their finances or their ability to ensure the welfare of the inmates.

The most worrying part is that the state has a Child Welfare Committee of which the chairperson is
now among the accused. The fact that such homes for girls, many of them with special needs,
could function in full public view suggests a grievous apathy on the part of the state as well as civil
society. Neighbours who heard screams from the home say they did not dare confront those in
charge.

Now that this has come to light, all states should enforce mandatory social audits by independent
bodies. Shelter homes are meant to provide safe havens for children who have been abandoned
or have no family support. But when those who are entrusted with their protection turn predators,
the state must take exemplary action to ensure that this does not happen again. It should certainly
look at the composition of the staff and re-evaluate their suitability and skills. The main
qualification should be that they have the professional skill to deal with young girls and those with
special needs. Strict background checks on the staff should also be conducted before they are
given these sensitive positions. A major rehaul of the shelter home system should be undertaken
not just in Bihar but across India.

First Published: Jul 30, 2018 18:44 IST
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Clarification of WCD Ministry on the arguments of UN experts regarding Trafficking of Persons
(Prevention, Protection and Rehabilitation) Bill, 2018
Ministry of Women and Child Development

Clarification of WCD Ministry on the arguments of UN
experts regarding Trafficking of Persons (Prevention,
Protection and Rehabilitation) Bill, 2018

Posted On: 30 JUL 2018 5:44PM by PIB Delhi

The Ministry of Women and Child Development has clarified the arguments of certain UN human
rights experts on the  Trafficking of Persons (Prevention, Protection and Rehabilitation) Bill, 2018 
passed in the Lok Sabha last week.

The UN human rights experts have expressed arguments over the measures contained in the
Trafficking of persons (Prevention, Protection and Rehabilitation) Bill, 2018 stating that it is not  in
accordance with the international human rights laws. In a statement issued jointly by Ms. Maria
GraziaGiammarinaro, Special Rapporteur on trafficking in persons, and Ms. Urmila Boola, Special
Rapporteur on contemporary forms of slavery, it has been stated that the Bill does not give due
consideration to the rights and needs of the victims and their protection and proper rehabilitation. It
has also been stated that the Bill seems to conflate sex work and migration with trafficking.

The WCD Ministry has  clarified that the concerns expressed by the experts seems to be
emanating from a lack of understanding of the Bill in question.

        TheTrafficking of persons (Prevention, Protection and Rehabilitation) Bill, 2018 is the first
ever comprehensive legislation in the country concerning trafficking in humans which deals with
aspects of  prevention, protection and rehabilitation to the victims. It addresses the gaps of the
earlier legislations that only defined and penalized trafficking.

Immediate protection to the victim has been provided through rescue, with sufficient safeguards to
prevent misuse of the law. The Bill is also a significant departure from institutionalization as a
method of rehabilitation, and goes much beyond it. Not only are the victims placed in the safe
environment of a rehabilitation home voluntarily, but they are also provided with physical,
psychological and social support, including access to education, skill development, physical and
mental healthcare, legal aid etc. Rehabilitation has been provided as a matter of right to the victim,
which is not contingent upon conviction of the offender.

To give primacy to victims’ rights of privacy and dignity, provisions like speedy time-bound trials,
immunity to victims in certain cases, reverse imposition of burden of proof, in camera trials and
trial through video conferencing have been granted in the bill. The consent and agency of the
victim has also been respected at all stages.

        The Bill is clear in excluding consenting adults from its purview. The definition of trafficking
has been taken from Section 370 of the Indian Penal Code, 1860 which does not apply to
consenting adults and sex workers, as clarified by the J.S. Verma Committee. While it criminalises
trafficking for the purpose of pushing a woman into sex work, it does not punish the act itself. At no
point is the victim held as a criminal, or detained against his/ her will.

The Bill maintains a clear distinction between trafficking and the smuggling of migrants. The Bill
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does not criminalise migration per se. It is the trafficker made liable under the Bill who promotes
irregular and exploitative migration, and not the migrant. These measures are in complete
accordance with the Guideline 2 of “OHCHR Recommended Principles and Guidelines on Human
Rights and Human Trafficking”. Exploitation has been made the key parameter to constitute the
offence of trafficking.

        Rehabilitation Fund, Section 30 of the Bill, shall be constituted to be used, inter alia, for
generating awareness, providing legal assistance and after- care support for the welfare of the
victims. An initial corpus of Rs.10  crores would be topped up further by multiple means such as
grants and loans by the Government, donations and contributions, fines recovered from offences
provided herein, assets seized and any other sums also. The State Government can also
supplement the Fund. The fund shall be maintained and monitored by National Anti Trafficking
Bureau(NATB). Provisions in Section 30 are in accordance with UNODC.

Model Law against Trafficking in Persons. Concerning accountability mechanisms, officials have
been made liable under the law for omission of duty.

In compliance with the Guideline 1 of “OHCHR Recommended Principles and Guidelines on
Human Rights and Human Trafficking”, multiple stakeholders have been consulted in the process
of formation of the Bill. Public comments were invited at various stages of drafting. More than sixty
organizations and eminent social workers and activities in the field were consulted, along with
police and lawyers. Consultations were also held with the eight most affected states, with regional
consultations in various cities. Sex workers and the Ministry of Labour and Employment were also
made a part of the deliberations, along with other members of Parliament.

Hence the Bill is in conformity with various international standards such as the Global Compact for
Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration, the UNODC Model Law against Trafficking in Persons and
the OHCHR Recommended Principles and Guidelines on Human Rights and Human Trafficking.

NB/PS
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PMEGP helps more than 30, 000 women entrepreneurs 
Ministry of Micro,Small & Medium Enterprises

PMEGP helps more than 30, 000 women entrepreneurs 

Posted On: 30 JUL 2018 4:35PM by PIB Delhi

Prime Minister’s Employment Generation Programme, (PMEGP), aimed at generating
employment in rural and urban areas of the country, has helped women entrepreneurs set up
30,437 projects during 2016-17 and 2017-18 with financial assistance of over Rs. 85,305 lakh.
This was stated by the Minister of State (I/C) for Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises(MSME)
Giriraj Singh in a written reply in theLok Sabha today. Women entrepreneurs from the micro, small
and medium sectors from Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh, Assam, Maharashtra, Jammu and Kashmir,
Bihar, Odisha and Gujarat have been beneficiaries of the PMEGP. Under the scheme, the women
entrepreneurs are provided 25% and 35% subsidies for the project set up in urban and rural areas
respectively. For women beneficiaries, their contribution is 5% of the project cost while for general
category it is 10%.The maximum cost of the project under PMEGP scheme is Rs.25.00 lakh for
manufacturing sector units and Rs.10.00 lakh for units under service sector.

            The Minister said the Ministry ofMSMEhas launched a portal “UdyamSakhi” for
encouraging women entrepreneurs and to aid, counsel, assist and protect their interests.  He said
Coir Board is implementing skill upgradation andMahila Coir Yojana, under whichprogrammes like
entrepreneurship development programme, awareness programme, workshop, seminar and
exposure tours are conducted for attracting more women entrepreneurs to set upcoir industrial
units. Under ‘Mahila Coir Yojana’ scheme, which is exclusively for rural women artisans, training in
spinning of coir yarn and various coir processing activities is imparted to rural women in regions
producing coir fibre in the country.

            Khadi and Village Industries Commission(KVIC) is also imparting training for skill
development through 38 departmental and non-departmental training centresunder various
disciplines.  During 2017-18, a total of 35955 women candidates were trained. The Minister further
informed that the entrepreneurs, including women entrepreneurs, can sell their products through
8058 sales outlets run by Khadi Institutions including 7 departmental outlets of KVIC located at
Mumbai, Kolkata, Ernakulum, Bhopal, Goa, Patna and Delhi.

            Giriraj Singh said that under domestic fairs and exhibition component of Marketing
Assistance and Technology Upgradation (MATU) scheme, 100% of the space rent is paid for
SC/ST/Women/ NER/PH category MSE units limited to Rs.20,000. In the case of technology trade
fairs and exhibit ions the l imit is Rs.50,000. Under international trade fairs and
exhibitionscomponent of MATU scheme, 100% of the space rent is paid for SC/ST/Women/NER
MSE units subject to maximum Rs.1.00 lakh. 

* * *

 

MM/KA

(Release ID: 1540656) Visitor Counter : 176



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m
crackIAS.com

Read this release in: Tamil

END

Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com


